
Dear Readers,

Thank you for being part of the Jewish 

Community Foundation (JCF) family in 2015. 

We remain humbled and grateful for the 

partnership, trust, and legacies you place 

in us. 2015 was a year of growth for JCF 

as we welcomed many new fund holders, 

expanded our programs, completed a 

successful first year for our Create a Jewish 

Legacy program, and took steps to enhance 

and improve our systems and services.

Together, we are building and strengthening 

our local Jewish day schools, and bringing 

agencies and synagogues together to 

enhance their fundraising abilities to secure 

their futures. We are bringing LGBTQ 

training to Greater MetroWest, ensuring 

that we remain an open and inclusive 

community, and strengthening communities 

throughout the south of Israel. With you 

and PJ Library, JCF sends hundreds of free 

Jewish books to young children in our area. 

Your philanthropy helps Jews locally, in 

Israel, and around the world. You help 

college students advocate for Israel, study 

in Israel, and support Israel. You dream and 

believe in the power of partnership and we 
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GREAT BALLS OF FIRE!GREAT BALLS OF FIRE!
PLEASE JOIN THE YOUNG LEADERSHIP DIVISION

OF FEDERATION OF GREATER METROWEST NJ
FOR

AN EVENING OF DRINKS, DINNER, AND DUELING PIANOS 

TUESDAY, APRIL 19 at 7 P.M.
CLUB 4SIXTY6

466 Prospect Ave., West Orange

To RSVP visit jfedgmw.org/cohn



JCF’s Create a Jewish Legacy (CJL) program has had an amazing 

two years. Since our first cohort of partner synagogues and agencies 

began in 2014, they have secured more than 400 deferred gifts for 

their organizations from their donors. The CJL program is educating 

participating organizations, and by extension the entire Greater 

MetroWest community, about the power of legacy giving. These 400 

commitments alone have an estimated future value of almost $14 

million, and the organizations continue to secure more every day.

The success of the CJL program’s first two years led JCF to welcome 

new synagogues and agencies to join the second wave of the 

program. After a rigorous application process led by chairperson 

Gary Botwinick, the CJL Advisory Committee is proud to announce 

a second cohort of six organizations: Adath Shalom, Morris Plains; 

Bnai Keshet, Montclair; Congregation Ohr Shalom/Summit JCC, 

Summit; JCC of Central New Jersey, Scotch Plains; Jewish Community 

Housing Corporation, West Orange; Temple Emanu-El of West Essex, 

Livingston.

Professional and lay leadership from each of these organizations 

will benefit from personalized training, best practices, marketing 

materials, and coaching to empower their successful solicitation 

of legacy gifts from their members and supporters. When realized, 

the legacy gifts secured through this program will be professionally 

managed by JCF, further strengthening our collective resources and 

binding us together in our important work of tzedakah and tikkun 
olam.

To learn more about CJL, contact Karen Secular at (973) 929-2918. 
To leave a legacy gift to the UJA-Annual Campaign, JCF, or another 
organization you care about, please contact a JCF professional at 
(973) 929-3113.
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Meet Your Professionals

By Daniel Staffenberg, Executive Director

>> READ THIS ARTICLE ONLINE AT WWW.JCFMETROWEST.ORG

You’ve heard it before, because it’s true: 

corporate sponsorship is a great way to 

promote your business while supporting 

the community. JCF is thrilled to be 

collaborating with Jewish Federation of 

Greater MetroWest NJ (Federation) on the 

Partner2Partner Corporate Sponsorship 

Program, a proven opportunity for local 

and national businesses to get their name 

in front of the 126,000 members of our 

Greater MetroWest Jewish community.  

JCF events and publications (like this 

Making a Statement) will give your business 

maximum exposure to this sought-after 

demographic.

Packages begin at $10,000 and can be 

tailored to your business. Some events 

target affinity groups (such as young adults, 

real estate executives, college students, 

legacy donors, attorneys, tax and financial 

professionals, women), allowing you to 

make the most of your marketing dollars. 

To learn more, contact Eileen Heltzer at 

(973) 929-3039 or erheltzer@jfedgmw.org 

or Harriet Gimbel at (973) 929-3110 

or hgimbel@jfedgmw.org, or visit 

www.jfedgmw.org/corporate-sponsorship.

CORPORATE 
SPONSORSHIP: 
It’s not just for 
breakfast anymore

I am honored to work with an outstanding 

professional team at JCF.

Just as 2015 came to a close, we welcomed 

Jill Wasserman to the new position of 

Associate Executive Director. Throughout 

her 20+ year career in planned giving and 

philanthropic advisement, Jill has helped 

hundreds of donors leave millions of dollars 

to causes that align with their passions and 

values. At JCF she will lead our development 

and outreach program, including our work 

with multigenerational families.  She will 

also lead our Lester and Lion of Judah 

Endowment (LOJE) campaigns, and work 

with individuals to maximize their legacies.

“I think my favorite part of working with 

donors to plan their legacies is really getting 

to know what makes them tick,” said Jill. 

“It’s wonderful to work for a mission that 

is so aligned with people’s values and way 

of life that they want to support it, along 

with their families, after their lifetime(s). 

Today there are so many easy ways to 

leave a legacy for our Jewish community. 

I’ve already met some wonderful people 

and am really looking forward to meeting 

long-time Federation supporters, and others 

with a desire to ensure a strong Jewish 

community.”

You can reach Jill at jwasserman@

jfedgmw.org or (973) 929-2987.

We’re also pleased to announce a new 

title for Eileen Heltzer, whose role 

has changed considerably since she 

joined the staff in 2012. As Director of 

Philanthropic Engagement, Eileen will 

plan and orchestrate meaningful events 

for our donors, fund holders, and their 

families; ensure effective communication of 

JCF’s impact; and help Jewish communal 

professionals at our agencies and beyond 

improve their planned giving programs. 

Eileen can still be reached at (973) 929-3039 

or eheltzer@jfedgmw.org.

Future issues of Making a Statement will 

“introduce” more of the wonderful staff 

working at JCF.

Eileen Heltzer and Jill Wasserman

Create a Jewish Legacy 2nd Year, 
2nd Cohort of Partner Organizations 
by Karen Secular, Coordinator, Create A Jewish Legacy



Rocker Family Foundation of JCF 
Funding Overnight Jewish Summer Camp

Thanks to a new pilot program, Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ (Federation) 

has a new scholarship program to help needy families across Greater MetroWest send 

their children to Jewish overnight camp for the first time this summer.

Funded by the Rocker Family Foundation of JCF, the scholarships will enable children 

and teens whose families would otherwise not be able to afford camp to experience an 

enriching, 24/7 immersive Jewish experience (which would cost approximately $4,000–

$8,000 per summer).  It will supplement funding from existing camp scholarships and 

other sources, reducing fees to highly affordable levels for lower income families. 

“Overnight camping is a transformational Jewish experience for many children,” said 

David Rocker, who, along with his wife, Marian, have been long-time supporters of 

Federation and many Jewish causes. “We want to help ensure that more children are 

given this opportunity regardless of their family’s financial situation.”

Through the Greater MetroWest Jewish Camp Enterprise, our community has become a 

national leader in promoting and expanding opportunities for Jewish overnight camp. A 

key feature is the One Happy Camper NJ program, which offers $1,000 to families sending 

a child to attend Jewish camp for the first time, regardless of need. The Rocker Family 

Jewish Camp Scholarship Program marks the first time in recent history that Federation 

is offering needs-based scholarships for Jewish overnight camp. 

“While we have done a tremendous job in opening the door to Jewish overnight camp to 

hundreds of families, one critical segment of our community that we have not addressed 

are the truly needy families — those who, before, could not even dream of sending their 

children away to camp,” said Daniel Staffenberg, JCF Executive Director. “Thanks to the 

Rocker family, we can begin to open this door and transform the lives of children who 

would not otherwise have this opportunity.” 

Other leading philanthropic families who have provided major support and leadership 

for Jewish overnight camp in Greater MetroWest include Paula and Jerry Gottesman of 

Morristown, Archie Gottesman and Gary DeBode of Summit, the Cooperman Family Fund 

for a Jewish Future, Rob and Elisa Spungen Bildner of Montclair, and the late Allen and 

Joan Bildner.

For additional information about this scholarship program contact Jessica Mehlman at 
jmehlman@jfedgmw.org or (973) 929-3003. To learn more about our partner camps or 
the One Happy Camper program, or to find the appropriate camp for your child, contact 
Tracy Levine at tracy@onehappycampernj.org or (973) 929-2970. 
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achieve great things.

In 2015, JCF was entrusted with 

a total of 29 new funds, including 

custodial funds for local agencies 

and synagogues, donor advised 

funds, charitable gift annuities, and 

endowments. It is a privilege to manage 

these funds for our community. In 

addition, we accepted bequests of more 

than $1.2 million from donors with the 

means and foresight to include JCF, 

Federation, or a recipient agency in 

their estate planning.

Also in 2015 we recognized our legacy 

donors at a new event, Shorashim  

(Hebrew for “roots”), which was 

the first time JCF honored members 

of all five legacy societies together. 

Members of the Lester Society, Lion of 

Judah Endowments (LOJE), MetroWest 

Tomorrow, Herskowitz Society, and 

Create a Jewish Legacy enjoyed an 

elegant evening at Temple Beth Ahm 

Yisrael in Springfield, and heard the 

always inspiring Rabbi Steve Leder. 

Rabbi Leder spoke of legacy and 

commitment, and reminded us that 

“The idea that we matter as individuals 

— that we can change things — is 

a powerful Jewish idea. That is the 

essence of what it means to be truly 

great: to matter. You matter.” 

Change is happening internally as well. 

You will surely note that this newsletter 

is arriving without your fund statement 

(which was mailed under separate 

cover). We are pleased to report 

that our new online donor interface, 

Donorsphere, is up and running. The site 

allows you to 

recommend 

grants online, 

track your 

grants and 

investment 

performance, 

and create personalized statements. 

Watch your email for a message with 

registration instructions. The process to 

sign up is easy, and we are always here 

to assist you. 

As of December 31, 2015, Foundation 

assets stood at $355 million, up from 

$352 million on September 30, 2015. 

For the quarter, the Equity Pool was up 

4.5 percent while its benchmark was 

6.1 percent. The Fixed Pool was down 

.7 vs. a benchmark of -.6 percent. The 

Managed Pool was up 1.1 percent while 

its benchmark was 3.5 percent (further 

information is available in the enclosed 

JCF financial statement). If you have 

questions or would like to update your 

investment allocation, please call a JCF 

professional at (973) 929-3113.

At JCF, our vision is to be the standard 

of excellence in the development, 

governance, and management of long-

term capital for the Greater MetroWest 

Jewish community. We are honored to 

be your partners in tzedakah and tikkun 
olam.

Message >> CONT. FROM PAGE ONE
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JCF TRIBUTE GIFTS ARE 
ALWAYS IN STYLE

Sometimes the nicest gift is the 
easiest: Recognize the simcha or 

yahrzeit of a loved one with a tribute 
gift to JCF.  Your philanthropy will 

strengthen our greater community, 
and your loved one (or his or her 

family) will receive a personalized 
card from JCF. 

To make your gift, 
visit jcfmetrowest.org or 

call (973) 929-3113.

Scott Krieger

President
Daniel Staffenberg 

Executive Director

Scott and Daniel at Shorashim Event

DID YOU 
KNOW?

MAKING A STATEMENT reaches 

more than 800 philanthropically-

minded donors in Greater 

MetroWest NJ.  

Underwriting opportunities can 

promote your business and help 

us tell our stories of legacy, 

commitment, and community. 

Promote your business and support 

your Jewish community. Packages 

available for all budgets. 

Call Daniel Staffenberg at 

(973) 929-3060.



IRIS TEENS HAVE DINNER WITH ARCHIE
The Iris Teen Tzedekah program’s annual 

Dinner of Giving, held in January 2016, was 

a great success. Attendees included featured 

speaker Archie Gottesman, co-chair of the 

Greater MetroWest Jewish Camp Enterprise 

and co-founder of Marketing Jewru (www.

marketingjewru.com), almost all of the 40 

participating teens, and about 20 local Jewish 

leaders.

Iris Teen Tzedekah is funded through the Herb 

and Milly Iris Youth and Family Philanthropy 

Fund at JCF, and run by The Partnership for 

Jewish Learning and Life’s JTEENGMW (The 

Jewish Teen Educational Experiences Network 

of Greater MetroWest) initiative.

After being selected for the two-year program, 

teens from across Greater MetroWest 

NJ meet monthly to learn about Jewish 

values, strategies to address hard choices, 

and consensus techniques essential to 

group decision making. They then work 

collaboratively to evaluate funding requests 

from qualified charities in New Jersey, 

Israel, and around the world and decide 

which to support. Each participating teenager 

contributes $200 – to ensure they “buy into” 

the program – and the Iris family matches 

their gifts. In the FY15 program year, Iris 

Teens made grants totaling $16,000.  

Guests at the dinner studied Jewish texts, 

then worked together to discuss philanthropic 

dilemmas, including conflicts of interest, 

insufficient funding, and sub-par grant 

proposals. This event challenged participants 

to think about the complexities of giving 

tzedekah, and was part of the larger theme of 

this year’s sessions — Decisions Matter.

Archie Gottesman’s remarks underscored her 

pride in the Iris Teens, thanked them for being 

beacons of hope for the future of the Jewish 

people, and challenged them to continue to 

lead meaningful lives.

For more information about Iris Teen 

Tzedekah, or to apply, visit www.jteengmw.

org/iris_teen_tzedakah or contact Michael 

Strom, Coordinator of Jewish Service Learning 

for The Partnership at (973) 929-2963 or 

MStrom@ThePartnershipNJ.org.  
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2016 Iris Tzedakah teen advisors pose with JCF and Federation leadership (seated, left to right) Renie Carniol, JCF Funder 
Services Manager; Daniel Staffenberg, JCF Executive Director; Larry Rein, Chairman, JCC of MetroWest Board of Trustees; 
Ellen Goldner, past president of Federation and The Partnership for Jewish Learning and Life (The Partnership); Leslie Dannin 
Rosenthal, Federation President; Archie Gottesman; Jerry and Paula Gottesman, Morristown philanthropists and JCF and 
Federation leaders; Judith Lieberman, community leader and donor to Iris Endowment; Charles and Barbara Hirsh, JCF Advisory 
Council and Herb and Milly Iris Youth and Family Philanthropy Endowment members; Kim Hirsh, JCF Director of Philanthropic 
Initiatives; (standing, left to right): Gary DeBode, co-chair of the Greater MetroWest Jewish Camp Enterprise; Michael Strom, 
Coordinator of Jewish Service Learning, The Partnership; Rabbi Shmuel Greene, Director of Teen Initiatives, The Partnership; 
Amy Biloon, Federation Director of Outreach and Engagement; Robert Lichtman, Executive Director, The Partnership; Rebecca 
Pollack, Federation Interim Campaign Director

Archie Gottesman, a marketing and branding 
expert, gives an impassioned keynote address on 
igniting the “spark” of Judaism and philanthropy to 
the Iris Teens – our next generation.

A HIGHLIGHT OF SOME UPCOMING 
2016 FEDERATION MISSIONS 
Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ missions offer you a 
unique opportunity to personally witness and be inspired by the 
role every Jew can play in supporting the continuity of the Jewish 
people worldwide.

U’Faratzta-Global Connections/P2G@20 
Mission: March 30-April 7
Visit Federation’s partner communities in 
Israel and see first-hand how, together, we are 
helping to build a stronger Israel through our 
living bridges.

Poland & Israel Mission: May 5-15
Offers unique encounters with 1,000 years 
of Polish Jewish history, and includes 
opportunities to celebrate the revival of Jewish 
life in Poland today.

Young Women’s Mission to Israel: July 6-11 
A life-changing opportunity to engage with 
individuals and communities who benefit 
from our services, our programs, and the 
compassion of our donors. 

Men’s Mission to Israel: July 31-August 7
A unique Israel experience, including meeting 
business/finance leaders, military training 
sessions, and visits to our partner communities.

Cherkassy/Kiev Mission: 
July 31-August 8
Experience the flourishing Jewish life in Ukraine 
as you visit our partners in Cherkassy and tour 
the historic sites of Kiev.

For more information visit www.jfedgmw.org/missions or contact 
Heidi Kuperman, Missions Director, at hkuperman@jfedgmw.org or 
(973) 929-3046.


