
Federation annual Campaign opening 

with Jason Alexander
Join us for a uniquely interactive evening of entertainment and 
Jewish discussion featuring Jason Alexander from Seinfeld.

tuesday, September 10, 2013 | 8:00 p.m.
Queen elizabeth theatre | 650 Hamilton Street

Adults $40 | Students $18. No added charges. Reserved seating.

purchase tickets online at jewishvancouver.com
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Your heart’s in the right place.  
We’ll make sure Your gift goes there, too.
make Your gift at jeWishvancouver.com or call 604.257.5100.

Your gift goes here
Creating pathways to Jewish life for children and families.
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Welcome to Federation Focus, the quarterly supplement about your Jewish Federation, its partner agencies and their impact on Jewish life. Federation Focus 
keeps you informed and connected with important issues in our community, ensuring that everyone knows where to find a helping hand and where to extend one.

The 300 canvassers who 
volunteer to help fundraise 
for the Federation Annual 
Campaign are a dedicated 
group, but few go back as 
far as Lionel Fishman. The 
retired Vancouver dentist 
has been canvassing for 
the past 60 years and says 
he’ll continue to do so as 
long as he can. 

“My mother used to say 
‘it’s not our standard of 
living we’re proud of, but 
our standard of giving,’” 
he reflects. “If we want to 
have a Jewish community, 
we have to be part of that 
Jewish community.  
I believe people should 
give because it’s 
something they’re able 
to do, with a good heart 
and because they want 
to. We should be grateful 
we have the resources to 
help improve the Jewish 
community, and thankful 
that we don’t have to be 
on the receiving side.”

Many people don’t 
realize that a lot of the 
Jewish services and 
programs they depend on 
and enjoy receive funding 
through the Federation 
Annual Campaign. From 
funding basic services 
for vulnerable community 
members to tuition 
assistance for children to 
attend Jewish day schools, 
the Jewish Film Festival 
to camperships for kids 
to attend Jewish summer 
camp, the list of programs 
and services is a long and 
important one. 

Canvassing is essentially 
a conversation between 
one Jew and another, 
about how to help a third 
Jew that neither of them 
knows personally. The role 
of the canvasser is to let 
donors know where their 
contributions are going, and 
why it’s essential that the 
funds get delivered where 
they are most needed. 

As individuals who 
care deeply about the 
Jewish community and 
the crucial need for a 
consistent funding base, 
the canvassers are well 
aware of what it takes 
to keep the range of 
Jewish programs and 
services alive and thriving. 
By volunteering their 
time they help Jewish 
Federation keep its 
fundraising costs low, 
thereby maximizing the 
amount that is distributed 
to charitable causes.

Fishman, now in his 
80s, always ensures he 
has made his pledge 
to the campaign before 
he begins canvassing. 
During his calls he 
explains to donors how 
and why their pledge is 
significant. “I talk about 
poverty in our community, 
money required for 
Jewish education and the 
fact that without these 

funds, we cannot keep 
the Jewish community 
together,” he says.

He is scrupulous about 
never using coercion. “If you 
make people feel they’ve 
given money under duress, 
then the following year it will 
be very difficult for the next 
canvasser,” he explains. “I 
want people to walk away 
from the call with a good 
feeling in their heart.”  

As canvassers prepare 
to reach out to the 
community this year, 
Jewish Federation is deeply 
indebted to them for their 
time and effort. But the 
calls are only effective if 
they are answered by the 
community. “We ask that 
when your call comes, 
you take the time to have 
a conversation and make 
the best gift you can,” 
Fishman says. “Together, 
we can build a stronger 
Jewish tomorrow.”

Campaign Canvassers Make a Big Difference
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To build and strengthen 
Jewish community life, a 
consistent base of funding 
is essential. The Federation 
Annual Campaign provides 
precisely this; a stream 
of capital that nurtures 
and grows the Jewish 
community, creating 
pathways to Jewish life that 
otherwise might not be 
possible. 

There’s no question, the 
Lower Mainland’s growing 
Jewish community is a 
dynamic one, constantly 
on the go, with myriad 
events, programs and 
activities. In part, that’s 
because campaign 
funding supports things 
like Jewish educational 
and cultural programs. 
These programs create 
and foster vitality, 
keeping local Jews 
interested, connected 
and stimulated. They 
strengthen young people’s 
sense of belonging to 
and responsibility for 
their own community 
and for Israel. And they 
help us, as a community, 
raise the next generation 
of Jews and keep 
them and their families 
connected to Jewish 
life. Without funding 
from the Federation 
Annual Campaign, equal 
access to these Jewish 
educational opportunities 
would be out of reach for 
many Lower Mainland 

Jewish individuals, 
families and children.  

Through Jewish 
Federation’s partnership 
with 36 agencies on local, 
national and international 
levels, campaign 
funding also supports 
vulnerable populations. 
New immigrants, those 
experiencing a transition 
in employment, and those 
living in poverty can move 
towards safety and stability 
as a direct result of the 
more than 50 programs 
and services this funding 
makes possible. The 
network of services funded 

by the Federation Annual 
Campaign stretches from 
social services and seniors 
to community building, 
Jewish education, and arts 
and culture. Each one is 

a significant component 
of the fabric of our 
community. 

But our community 
extends beyond Greater 

Vancouver. The Federation 
Annual Campaign also 
supports national programs 
and organizations that 
have local impact, such as 
Canada-Israel Experience, 

which organizes Birthright 
trips. In our partnership 
region in Northern Israel, 
Jewish Federation is 
focused on strategic 

investments in programs 
that help break the cycle of 
poverty and in the process, 
build brighter futures for 
at-risk youth. 

 Helping to develop and 

fund solutions to new and 
emerging needs in our 
community is another focus 
of Jewish Federation and 
the Annual Campaign. For 

example, our community 
has a growing group of 
young adults who want 
to be more involved, 
but for whom there is 
limited Jewish community 
programing. Recognizing 
that it is critical to keep 
them engaged, Jewish 
Federation created Axis, 
a new hub of activity for 
Jews in their 20s and 
30s, with the goal of 
developing young adult 
events, programs and 
opportunities. Jewish 
Federation’s intention is to 
engage this demographic, 
enabling them to volunteer 
overseas and participate in 
new programs and events 
through which they can 
connect to the Jewish 
community. Axis’ website, 
axisvancouver.com,  
is a central resource for 
information for young 
adults, with contributions 
from Jewish organizations 
throughout the community.     

Our community is 
a diverse one and the 
opportunities to connect 
with Jewish life need 
to be equally diverse to 
ensure that everyone 
can find a pathway into 
the community and 
feel that they belong. 
The Federation Annual 
Campaign is committed to 
supporting programs and 
services that celebrate and 
nurture this diversity and 
enhance our community.

A Community for Everyone 

The speaker at this year’s 
Choices event—Jewish 
Federation’s largest 
Women’s Philanthropy event 
of the year—will be nothing 
short of inspirational. Sara 
Pechanec, whose mother 
was the first Muslim woman 
recognized as Righteous 
Among the Nations, is 
the keynote speaker. 
Pechanec’s family saved 

their Jewish neighbours, 
the Kabilios, during World 
War II in Sarajevo. Close to 
50 years later, when war 
erupted again in 1994, the 
Kabilios saved Sara’s family 
by helping them secure 
safe passage to Israel, 
where they began a new 
life. Pechanec will relate 
the story of this remarkable 
friendship to 500 Jewish 

women, as they gather at 
Choices on November 5.

Artist Jazmin Sasky will 
also be addressing the 
audience that night. Born 
and raised in Buenos Aires, 
Sasky received assistance 
from programs and services 
funded by the Federation 
Annual Campaign after 
she moved to Vancouver, 
describing them in the 2009 
Annual Campaign video. 
“She said she is ready to 
give back to the community 
and we believe it’s very 
courageous of her to come 
forward and share her 
story,” says Shawna Merkur, 
Choices co-chair. 

Sasky has created a piece 
of art that will be raffled at 
Choices. She is also holding 
an exhibition of her work 
inspired by women in the 
Jewish community at the 
Sidney and Gertrude Zack 
Gallery in the JCC prior 
to Choices, with partial 
proceeds from the sale of her 
art donated to the Federation 
Annual Campaign. 

Tickets to Choices are 
$40, plus a minimum 
donation of $136 to 
Women’s Philanthropy. 
For information and to 
purchase tickets visit 
jewishvancouver.com/
choices2013.

A Feast of Inspiration at Choices

“  our Jewish community is a diverse one and the 
oppor tunities to connect with Jewish li fe need to be 
equally diverse to ensure that everyone can f ind a 
pathway into the community and feel that they belong.” 

Seinfeld Star Opens Up
He made a name for himself on Seinfeld, a 
show about, well, nothing. But when Jason 
Alexander addresses the Federation Annual 
Campaign Opening at the Queen Elizabeth 
Theatre on September 10, there’s no question 
it will be a show about something vital to the 
Jewish community. As the event that kick starts 
the Federation Annual Campaign, the opening 
always features an internationally recognized 
Jewish figure. This year’s event is no exception.

“We felt we needed to do something quite 
different from last year,” says Cindy Behrmann, 
campaign director. “It was very special having Elie 
Wiesel last year. But we wanted to lighten it up this 
year, while still having content that is meaningful to 
the community.”

A strong believer in a two-state solution, 
Alexander has frequently traveled to Israel to 
promote this idea, and on one occasion, he met 
with President Shimon Peres. “I see so clearly 
that Israelis and Palestinians could actually be 
tremendous neighbours and partners,” he said 
in an interview with JUF News in Chicago. “They 
are so similar in so many ways. People are people. 
They want normalcy. They want decency and 
respect. They want purpose. They want happiness 
and stability and the possibility that tomorrow will 
be better than today.”

Alexander is not just an entertainer, says 
Behrmann. “He has a real connection to the 
Jewish community and is very engaged in it.” 

To purchase tickets visit jewishvancouver.com.Your gift goes here


