
We can make  
our community  
even stronger.

Please give generously at jewishvancouver.com or call 604.257.5100.

Here’s WHere you come in.
As our children grow, you help them build connections to their heritage. When times are tough, you ensure 

families can afford life’s necessities. As our population ages, you ensure seniors get the care they need.  

As our community spreads out, you keep community members connected to Jewish life, wherever they live. 

Because our work is your work. And it wouldn’t be possible without you.
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In ThIs Issue: Federation annual Campaign, an evening with elie Weisel, new outreach Program



Welcome to Federation Focus, the quarterly supplement about your Jewish Federation, its partner agencies and their impact on Jewish life. Federation Focus 
keeps you informed and connected with important issues in our community, ensuring that everyone knows where to find a helping hand and where to extend one.

As we now enter our fourth 
year of global economic 
instability many in our 
community are struggling 
with a higher cost of living, 
increased debt and the 
expense of unexpected 
life events. Unfortunately, 
many of Jewish 
Federation’s partner 
agencies that provide 
support in such situations 
are themselves facing 
financial challenges with 
cuts in government funding 
as well as in foundation 
and gaming grants. 

As 2012 Federation 
Annual Campaign general 
chair Mark James notes, 
“The combination of a 
community with growing 
needs and a reduction in 
funding from other sources 
means that the [Federation 
Annual] Campaign 
is critically important 
to continue essential 
programs and services.” 
Those services are used by 
people in our community in 
literally every phase of their 

lives. From early childhood 
outreach programs like PJ 
Library, which distributes 
Jewish books to families 
with young children, to 
subsidies for Jewish camp 
fees, supplementary school 
programs and scholarships 
that support nearly half 
the students who attend 
Jewish day schools, donors 
to the Federation Annual 
Campaign provide the 
foundation for a deep and 
lifelong Jewish identity 
among our young people. 
Jewish Federation has also 

allocated ongoing funding 
for a youth outreach 
worker—a critical resource 
to help at-risk teens facing 
emotional and mental 
health challenges and 
substance abuse issues. 

Campaign gifts are also 
a literal lifeline for the 
estimated 3,500 Jews in 
our community who live 
in poverty, filling needs as 
basic as food and shelter, 
as well as access to Jewish 
life. Such access is an 

increasing challenge across 
our community as the 
Lower Mainland’s housing 
costs push more and more 
people further from existing 
centres of Jewish life. Half 
of our community now lives 
out of easy reach of Jewish 
services. That means that 
Jewish Federation’s many 
partner agencies must 
come up with new and 
creative ways to strengthen 
connections to Jewish 
life. They also must look 
ahead and try to get in 
front of future needs, such 

as those for our seniors’ 
population—set to double 
over the next decade. 
Integrated social services 
and preventative health 
programs help keep our 
bubbies and zaydes healthy 
and able to live in their 
own homes longer. Without 
increased funding from 
donors to the Federation 
Annual Campaign, our 
community simply will be 
unable to maintain the 
current level of services to 

seniors as their numbers 
increase. 

As James points out, 
“We should all take pride 
in the community we’ve 
built, but we’re not meeting 
our potential. We’re good, 
but we need to be great. 
We have a responsibility to 
care for one another—here 
and in Israel.” To that end, 
a portion of campaign 
dollars funds programs 
in our partnership region 
of the Upper Galilee, 

helping to break the cycle 
of poverty there and 
providing educational and 
economic opportunities 
for Israeli youth who might 
otherwise have no hope of 
reaching their potential and 
improving their lives and 
the lives of thier families. 

At the centre of all these 
efforts is the individual 
donor. The work done by 
Jewish Federation and its 
partner agencies is the 
direct result of each donor’s 

generosity. James sums 
it up: “Community is not 
an abstract concept. It is 
individuals coming together 
to create something 
stronger than themselves. 
Donors to the Federation 
Annual Campaign build and 
strengthen our community.”

For more information 
on this year’s Annual 
Campaign, go to 
jewishvancouver.com.

Federation Annual Campaign 
Aims to Build Stronger Future 
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“  …[Federation annual] campaign is critically imortant to continue 
essential programs and services [such as]…supplementary 
school programs and scholarships that support nearly half the 
students who attend Jewish day schools”

MArk JAMes, General Chair, Federation annual CampaiGn

“Nearly 2,700 people 
are expected to come 
together for the biggest 
community event we have 
ever staged,” according to 
Mark James, general chair 
of the 2012 Federation 
Annual Campaign. Our 
local community will have 
the privilege of hearing 
Holocaust survivor, author, 
teacher, human rights 
advocate and Nobel Prize 
winner Elie Wiesel speak 
in person at the Federation 
Annual Campaign Opening 
event, Monday, September 
10th at the Orpheum 
Theatre. At a time when 
many in our community 
are struggling to find 
meaningful pathways to 

Jewish life, events like 
this, with its broad appeal, 
provide an important way 
to build personal and 
communal connections. 
One personal connection 
our community will benefit 
from on Opening Night is 
the longtime relationship 
between Dr. Robert Krell, 
professor emeritus at UBC, 
and Elie Wiesel. Krell will 
moderate an in-depth and 
far-reaching conversation 
with Wiesel in front of 
the largest audience our 
community has ever seen 
at such an event. 

Krell was born in The 
Hague and hidden with 
a gentile Dutch family 
from 1942 – 45, and then 

returned to his parents, 
who also survived in hiding. 
His extended family on 
both sides, however, was 
wiped out in Auschwitz 
and Sobibor. Throughout 
his career, including 25 
years as director of Child 
and Family Psychiatry at 
the UBC Health Sciences 
Centre and B.C.’s Children’s 
Hospital, Krell has written 
extensively about the 
psychological effects of 
the Holocaust on those 
who survived the camps 
or stayed alive by hiding. 
Recently, Krell delivered 
the keynote address in 
New York at the United 
Nations’ International Day 
of Commemoration in 

Memory of the Victims of 
the Holocaust memorial 
ceremony. He also has 
initiated several efforts 
aimed at spreading 
knowledge and maintaining 
the memory of the 
Holocaust, a goal he shares 
with Wiesel:

“For the survivor who 
chooses to testify, it is clear: 
his duty is to bear witness 
for the dead and for the 
living. He has no right to 
deprive future generations 
of a past that belongs to 
our collective memory. To 
forget would be not only 
dangerous but offensive; 
to forget the dead would 
be akin to killing them a 
second time.”

Those words from 
Elie Wiesel take on an 
added degree of truth 
and poignancy as many 
survivors enter the last 
years of their lives. 

In describing the 
upcoming Opening Night 
event, Krell says of his 
friend Wiesel, “Whenever 
he speaks, he teaches. 
[Our conversation] will be 
an opportunity to teach the 
audience.” It is a personal 
journey that both Dr. Krell 
and Professor Wiesel will 
share with our community 
at what will surely be an 
unforgettable evening. 

While in Vancouver to 
open the Federation Annual 
Campaign, Wiesel will 

also receivi an honourary 
doctorate from UBC.

At the time of writing, a 
limited number of tickets 
were still available for 
the Annual Campaign 
Opening event. To 
purchase yours, please go 
to jewishvancouver.com or 
call 604.638.7281.

Jewish Federation Preparing Unprecedented Community Event

Elie Wiesel

Certain economic 
realities of the Lower 
Mainland, whether they be 
skyrocketing housing prices 
or jobs in outlying areas, 
have helped to propel a 
move to the suburbs. Half 
of our community now lives 
outside the reach of the 
hub of Jewish services, 
most of which are located 
on Vancouver’s West 
Side. Jewish Federation 
has been working with 
regional communities 
such as White Rock, 
Richmond and Burquest 
(Burnaby, Coquitlam, 
New Westminster) to help 
extend their organizational 
reach so that everyone can 
connect with Jewish life, no 
matter where they live. 

Jewish Federation 
is currently developing 
an updated regional 
communities’ strategy 
to identify specific new 
and emerging priorities in 

each of the four regional 
communities: Burquest, 
White Rock, Richmond 
and the North Shore. This 

will guide the allocation 
of future funds generated 
through the Federation 
Annual Campaign and 

supplementary giving. 
This year, Jewish 
Federation’s Allocations 
Planning Committee 
recommended that three 
regional communities 
receive funding to support 
outreach activities, and 
that recommendation was 
approved by the board.  

The North Shore 
community, supported by 
this allocation from the 
2011 Federation Annual 
Campaign, is initiating 
innovative outreach efforts 
aimed at establishing 
or strengthening Jewish 
connections with youth 
and young families, 
including those living in 
interfaith homes.  

Raanan Mallek is director 
of education for the newly 
amalgamated Congregation 
Har El and North Shore 
Jewish Community 
Centre, as well as its 
supplementary Hebrew 

school that also received 
Federation support. He 
says the organization 
is launching a “re-Jew-
venation campaign” to 
rebuild the youth programs 
of Atid (grades 3 and 4), 
Kadima (grades 5 – 8) 
and USY (grades 9 – 12). 
He says it will be key to 
let the kids speak and 
discover what appeals to 
each of them and then 
work in Jewish content, to 
“connect with each Jewish 
child, one Jewish soul at a 
time.” To that end, Mallek 
says Har El will create 
a youth commission to 
provide input and ideas 
about ways to appeal 
to each age group. The 
centre also benefits from 

another Federation-
supported program, PJ 
Library, which provides 
free Jewish-content books 
every month to families with 
young children. PJ Library 
already has had enormous 
success in other regional 
communities, connecting 
dozens of unaffiliated 
families—hundreds of 
children—to a sense of 
Jewish identity. 

Over time Jewish 
Federation’s goal is 
to make a significant 
investment in our regional 
communities to enhance 
their ability to meet the 
diverse needs of their 
members, helping them 
maintain and grow their 
connections to Jewish life.

Building Jewish Connections on the North Shore

“ [our] re-Jew-venation campaign [aims to]  
connect with each Jewish child, one 
jewish soul at a time”

rAAnAn MAllek, direCtor oF eduCation, ConGreGation har el


