
Nurit GalroN
Enjoy an uplifting performance by  

Nurit Galron, one of Israel’s consummate 
singers. With 17 albums that showcase her 

broad range of musical styles, including jazz, 
rock & roll and Israeli classics, Nurit’s music 

appeals to everyone. Her expressive and 
soulful vocals will have you singing along  

and leave you wanting more!

Celebrate Israel’s 65th Independence Day

Yom Ha’aTzmauT

at The Centre in Vancouver for Performing arts | 777 Homer Street

jewishvancouver.com

no aDDeD CHargeS 
Purchase tickets online at:$19.65

Arza Canada – Temple Sholom Chapter 
Beth Israel Religious School
Burquest Jewish Community Association
Camp Hatikvah
Camp Miriam
Canadian Friends of Hebrew University
Canadian Hadassah – WIZO Vancouver Centre
Congregation Beth Hamidrash
Congregation Beth Israel
Congregation Beth Tikvah
Congregation Har El
Congregation Schara Tzedeck
Emunah Women of Canada
Hebrew Free Loan Association of Vancouver
Jewish Community Centre of Greater Vancouver
Jewish Community Foundation
Jewish Family Service Agency
Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver
Jewish Genealogical Institute of BC
Jewish Historical Society of BC
Jewish Independent 
Jewish National Fund
Jewish Seniors Alliance of Greater Vancouver
Kehila Society of Richmond
King David High School
L’Chaim Adult Day Centre
Louis Brier Home & Hospital

Louis Brier Jewish Aged Foundation
Maccabi Canada
Magen David Adom for Israel – Vancouver Chapter
Most Bridge Russian Seniors Society 
Na’amat Vancouver
National Council of Jewish Women
North Shore Hebrew School Har El
Or Shalom
ORT
Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture
Richmond Jewish Day School
State of Israel Bonds
Temple Sholom
Temple Sholom Religious School
Tikvah Housing Society
Vancouver Association of Russian Jewry/VERA
Vancouver Hebrew Academy
Vancouver Hillel Foundation
Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre
Vancouver Jewish Film Festival Society
Vancouver Talmud Torah School
Vancouver Yaffa Housing Society
Weinberg Residence
White Rock/South Surrey Jewish Community 

Centre
Young Israel of Richmond

CommunITY ParTnerS

Monday, April 15, 2013   
7:30 p.m.

SeatS GoiNG faSt. Buy your ticketS today!
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in ThiS iSSue: Federation Annual Campaign results, Enemy Aliens exhibit, public Speeking Competition



Welcome to Federation Focus, the quarterly supplement about your Jewish Federation, its partner agencies and their impact on Jewish life. Federation Focus 
keeps you informed and connected with important issues in our community, ensuring that everyone knows where to � nd a helping hand and where to extend one.

In the late 1930’s and early 
1940’s, approximately 
2,300 refugees—mostly 
Jewish men—� eeing 
Nazi-occupied Europe for 
what they believed would 
be freedom in a friendly 
nation found themselves 
instead imprisoned in 
Canadian internment 
camps. The Vancouver 
Holocaust Education Centre 
(VHEC), a long-time Jewish 
Federation partner agency, 
tells these men’s stories 
for the � rst time in a major 
exhibit titled Enemy Aliens: 
The Internment of Jewish 
Refugees in Canada, 1940–
1943. These men, many 
between the ages of 16 and 
20, were twice displaced: 
after � nding asylum in 
Britain in 1940 the men 
were identi� ed as potential 

spies and imprisoned in 
Canada. Many spent the 
next three years in camps 
in New Brunswick, Ontario 
and Quebec alongside 
political refugees and 
avowed Nazis. 

Enemy Aliens 
chronicles the journeys 
and experiences of these 
refugees, paying tribute 
to their strength of spirit 
and resourcefulness while 
exposing a largely unknown 
and shameful episode in 
Canadian history. The VHEC 
has combined internees’ 
� rst-hand testimony with 
original artifacts from the 
camps to tell fascinating 
stories about survival, 
and to highlight how the 
imprisoned men produced 
exceptional creative work 
within these con� nes.

Among the internees 
were artists and musicians 
who used various media 
to document their 
surroundings, express 
their fears and frustrations, 
and entertain their fellow 
prisoners. The men were 
ingenious in making use 
of the limited materials 
available to them—painting 
watercolour scenes of their 
internment on toilet paper, 
fashioning a paint brush 
from the artist’s own hair, 
and using camp clothing 
for crafts. Music was also 
very important within the 
camps, and concerts were 
organized by musicians 
such as Freddy Grant, a 
well-known composer, who 
was able to create inspiring 
productions using donated 
instruments.

In addition to its 
emphasis on the arts, 
Enemy Aliens also 
illustrates the importance 
of education and culture 
within the camps. The 
exhibit details the many 
ways in which the internees 
enriched themselves 
academically and religiously 
in the absence of schools 
or cultural institutions, 
drawing instead on each 
others’ skills and knowledge 
for personal betterment. 

These stories of 
not just survival but 
accomplishment have 
national resonance, as 
several of the internees 
went on to make signi� cant 
contributions to the country 
that imprisoned them. 
Many of those “deemed 
suspect” later assumed 

in� uential positions; several 
were awarded the Order of 
Canada and two became 
Nobel laureates. 

Enemy Aliens sheds 
light on a signi� cant and 
underreported chapter in 
Canadian history. Through 
video testimony, historical 
documentation and original 
artifacts, this innovative 
exhibit illustrates the 

strength of the human spirit 
in the face of persecution. 

Adults and children 12 
and older can learn more 
about this little known 
chapter of our history by 
visiting the VHEC downstairs 
at the Jewish Community 
Centre, Monday through 
Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. and Fridays 9:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m.

VHEC Exhibit Tells Story of Jews Imprisoned in Canadian Internment Camps

FEDERAT ION FOCUS Your Jewish Community Connection 

Volume 13   |  Spring 2013

jewishvancouver.com

In a heartening 
demonstration of tzedakah 
and commitment to our 
collective strength, our 
community has raised 
$7.64 million in the 
2012 Federation Annual 
Campaign—an increase of 
$34,000 over the previous 
year’s total. An additional 
$200,000 in designated 
gifts was also generated 
and will be directed 
to speci� c projects. 

Campaign chairman Mark 
James says the result is 
especially remarkable 
in the context of other 
factors. As he points out, 
“We really are still dealing 
with global fallout from the 
economic crisis that began 
in 2008. We also have 
some very worthwhile, 
but very large capital 
campaigns happening in 
our community, so the 
continued strong support 

for the Federation Annual 
Campaign is particularly 
signi� cant.” 

James adds that 
even though last year’s 
allocations were propped 
up with reserve funds, this 
campaign result means 
that Jewish Federation will 
have approximately the 
same amount for 2013 
local allocations as last 
year. The multiple year 
structure of the allocations 

cycle means that, now 
entering the second year in 
that cycle, the Allocations 
Planning Committee 
will not be engaging in 
a complete review of 
funding applications. They 
will, however, be taking 
into account the results 
of agencies’ program 
evaluations, as well as 
emerging community 
needs in the decision-
making process. As a 

result, there may be some 
minor adjustments to 
individual program funding. 
Agencies will be noti� ed of 
their speci� c allocations by 
the end of June. 

Earlier this year, Jewish 
Federation was named 
one of the top 20 charities 
in BC by The Vancouver 
Sun. The organization 
received a particularly 

high rating with respect 
to its low administrative 
and fundraising costs, 
a focus maintained and 
indeed strengthened in the 
2012 campaign. Canada 
Revenue Agency guidelines 
indicate the overhead 
costs of fundraising should 
remain below 35%, but as 
James points out, “Jewish 
Federation far exceeds the 
[CRA] standards.” The net 
cost of fundraising for the 
2012 Annual Campaign 
12.4%. James adds that 
“We always strive to 

maximize the amount of 
each donation that goes 
directly to charitable work, 
and we continued to do 
so during the campaign, 
increasing our corporate 
sponsorship revenue from 
$45,000 to $107,000.” 

Jewish Federation funds 
vital community needs 
locally and nationally, as 
well as in Israel and around 

the world. It supports 
those in need, be they the 
elderly, the economically 
disadvantaged or the 
persecuted. It also 
provides funds to programs 
that strengthen Jewish 
identity and continuity 
and provide access to 
Jewish life for everyone 
in our community 
regardless of location. 
For more information on 
Jewish Federation and 
its partner agencies, visit 
jewishvancouver.com.

Annual Campaign Maintains 
Commitments to Community

To research Jewish history, 
teachings and current 
events, and contemplate 
what it means to be Jewish 
and how to apply our 
common precepts to one’s 
life can be challenging for 
anyone. To then stand up 
in front of an audience, 
speak about such things 
and be judged on one’s 
performance would be 
just too daunting for most 
people. Now imagine 
those people are children. 
A few weeks ago, 120 
local Jewish students, 
in grades four through 
seven, summoned their 
courage and spoke their 
minds in the 25th Annual 
Public Speaking Contest 
at the Jewish Community 
Centre. Created by Larry 
Barzelai in memory of his 

late father, and presented 
by Jewish Federation and 
State of Israel Bonds, the 
event encourages students 
to explore their Jewish 
identity, their relationship 
to Israel and how their lives 
relate to Jewish teachings 
and history. 

Grade six � rst-place 
winner Saul Khalifa 
examined his own 
admiration of sports 
� gures as he pondered 
what it means to be a hero 
in the context of Jewish 
wisdom. He found that 
the de� nition of a hero as 
one who “controls his own 
evil inclinations” meant 
that superb athletes such 
as Lance Armstrong and 
Tiger Woods could not 
be considered heroes 
due to personal failings. 

However, Saul did � nd that 
the Canucks’ Sedin twins 
do � t the Jewish de� nition 
of hero as they are, he 
points out, “very modest. 
They don’t show off. They 
made a generous donation 
to the [BC]Children’s 
Hospital, which showed 
a tremendous amount of 
kindness.” He also cited as 
heroes his own classmates 
“who de� ect insults with 
kindness, my teammates 
who are encouraging even 
when we lose, and my 
grandparents who have 
physical limitations, but 
don’t use that as an excuse. 
They still go out of their way 
to do nice things.”

This year was Saul’s 
second in the speaking 
contest and his two older 
siblings, Sam and Isabelle, 

paved the way by also 
participating and winning 
in the competition. As their 
father Joe points out, Saul 
had “a big kepah to � ll.” 
Their kids’ involvement 
with the contest over 
the years has impressed 
Joe: “It brings together 
and develops different 
skills. [Students] research 
and contemplate Jewish 
subjects.” All the research 
and preparation, however, 
mean that this event 
resonates beyond just one 
evening. Joe says it has 
reinforced their Jewish 
identity as a family. “It 
brings Jewish discussion 
into the house,” he says. 

That discussion and 
engagement among 
families is one of Jewish 
Federation’s goals in 

supporting the speaking 
contest, according to 
Shelley Rivkin, Associate 
Executive Director for 

Community Affairs. She 
adds that “� nding avenues 
for people to explore their 
own Jewish identities, 
as well as our collective 
history, maintains Jewish 
continuity and strengthens 
us as a community. We 
congratulate the speaking 
contest winners and all the 
participants for their hard 
work examining complex 
and profound subjects!” 

For information on 
next year’s competition, 
call Rachel Kest at 
604.257.5104 or 
rkest@jewishvancouver.com.

Students Delve Deep and Showcase Skills at Public Speaking Contest

Watercolour scenes from internment on toilet paper, by 
Wolfgang Gerson, Camp N (Sherbrooke, Quebec), circa 
1940–1942. — Courtesy the Gerson family

“  We always str ive to maximize 
the amount of each donation 
that goes directly to charitable 
work….” 

MARK JAMES, CAMPAIGN CHAIR


