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On Saturday, November 22, 2014, the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange 
County proudly welcomed Martin Fletcher to Newburgh, New York. Mr. 
Fletcher spent three decades as a Middle East correspondent and Tel Aviv 

Bureau Chief. His latest novel, Jacob’s Oath, was the main topic of discussion.
The evening saw a large crowd gather in the lobby of NFA North for schmoozing among 
a lovely assortment of hors d’oeuvres and wines. Mr. Fletcher also joined the crowd 
and very graciously spoke to us individually as we approached him with greetings or 
questions. Shortly after that, we all assembled in the auditorium for his presentation.
Mr. Fletcher summarized his career as a journalist in London, cameraman, and fi nally 
his posting in Tel Aviv. He recalled how proud his mother was of his affi liation with the 
BBC but did not appreciate his change of jobs to lugging camera equipment around the 
world covering stories. His desire to see the world and record wars, natural disasters and 
life among world populations served him well as he settled into his Middle East position.
After many decades in the Middle East, Mr. Fletcher saw it all. A salient point was that 
when covering a story, you are there for the initial onset and perhaps a brief follow-up.  
His journalistic background fi nally wanted to explore more, and so Mr. Fletcher’s books 
began. Non-fi ction writing was possible since he could research his topic and continue 
reporting. However, as fi ction became more of an interest and passion, Mr. Fletcher 
could not start writing, leave the novel for reporting, and then return to his train of 
thought. That was the decisive factor in retiring as bureau chief and devoting himself to 
full-time writing.
During his presentation he reviewed his fi rst books. Mr. Fletcher then recounted the 
story of Jacob’s Oath. It is the end of World War II and among the millions of Jewish 
refugees walking home, Jacob and Sarah meet in Heidelberg. They fall in love and want 
to start a new life together. Jacob is fi lled with hatred and seeks revenge on the Nazi 
concentration camp guard who killed his brother. However, if he kills the guard and is 
caught, his future with Sarah is over. And so the novel unfolds with intrigue and a tricky 
ending.
This is the fi rst time Mr. Fletcher explored the concentration camp episode and related 
a lot of his personal history through this book. Both of his parents escaped from Vienna 
in 1939 and avoided extermination. However, most of their family members did perish 
during the war. The idea of revenge was a theme he explored in the novel and also spoke 
about in his discussion that evening. Did survivors seek revenge? Was it something they 
talked about among themselves? Profound thoughts indeed as one explored stories of 
survivors. An enlightening question and answer period followed and we were all grateful 
to Mr. Fletcher for a unique intellectual evening in Newburgh.

I cannot let this opportunity pass without 
relaying my feelings about concentration camp 
survivors. As a child of survivors, I was brought 
up in a unique world of past lives, the pursuit 
of new lives and balancing the two. My parents 
were able to meet, marry and start a family 
which includes my brother and me. We both 
married, had children of our own and I now 
have two granddaughters. The mere fact that 
my parents survived their experience to produce 
multiple generations as their legacy is their 
ultimate revenge. My father passed away at 90 
years old and my mother at 94 years old. Their history lives on everyday in my life and 
that of my brother and relatives. As long as we all commit ourselves to “Never Forget”, 
our future can remain secure. Let us continue to support the Federation as they bring 
programs to the community that unite us, educate us and make us more conscious of our 
Judaism.

Not a fan of the phone? We hear you. You don’t have to pick 
up to donate on Super Sunday, January 25th. It’s your call.

NEVER FORGET
BY ELISE SHAPIRO
SPECIAL FEATURE
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3 ways 
to give

Give online at
jewishorangeny.org

Stop by 290 North St., 
Newburgh on 1/25

Go old-school, pick up the 
phone, call 845-562-7860

ABOUT ELISE SHAPIRO
Elise and her husband, Dr. Stephen Shapiro have resided in Newburgh for over 37 years. They are members 
of Congrega  on Agudas Israel. Elise re  red from Mt. St. Mary College, where she was an instructor and 
administrator. The Shapiros are the proud parents of two sons and two beau  ful granddaughters. 



                                                        Below are the recent events that the Jewish Federa  on proudly brought to Orange
                                                        County. From le   to right, they are:

• Abbe Distelberger, author and Concentra  on Camp liberator Al Moskin, Linda 
Dubin and Jack Berkowitz at Temple Sinai on November 16th.
• Raena Korenman, author Mar  n Fletcher and Dr. Paul Pomerantz at NFA on
November 22nd.

                                                        • Author Joseph Berger at the Monroe Temple on December 8th.

In early November, I attended the Jewish Federations of 
North America’s General Assembly in National Harbor, 
MD. This year our delegation consisted of myself, Joyce 

Waschitz, Dr. Leslie Green, Carla Wise, Rabbi Larry Friedman 
and Rabbi Philip Weintraub. This GA was the third I attended 
since I became a member of the Executive Committee. I 
always look forward to the GA as I know that I will come back 
recharged, reenergized, motivated and hopefully with some 
new ideas that we can incorporate into our own Federation. I 
am always so grateful for this experience, since I know that not 
only I will be exposed to some of the most brilliant speakers in 
Jewish philanthropy, but also to some of the top Jewish leaders 
in the world.  
However, the personal stories of those individuals whose lives 
were forever changed by the work of Federation made the 
most impact with me.  For example, Oksana Galkevich took 
part in Ukraine’s Jewish resistance and now works for the JDC 
in that country; or Alon Davidi, the Mayor of Sderot, whose 
residents had just seconds to reach the safety of a shelter during 
the bombings this past summer, but also had his own family 
of seven children to worry about; or Yonat Daskal, a Magen 
David Adom Paramedic who recounted her experiences during 
Operation Protective Edge. I was trying to hold back the tears 
as I listened to Tzur Goldin, a Lieutenant in the IDF and brother 
of murdered soldier Hadar Goldin, as  he told us what had 
transpired before he was told  the devastating news of his twin 
brother’s murder. All I kept thinking was that he was so young, 
yet so strong, and with such a profound love of his country.
What I love so much about Federation is that our small 
Federation is a collective part of something so much bigger and 
that we get the opportunity to hear and share ideas. One of the 
resounding themes in many of the sessions was the constant 
need to engage the younger generation. It’s not as though 
college students and those in their twenties are disinterested, 
but that they have so many choices and have so much external 
stimulation from social media. They have to be engaged 

instantly or they will lose interest. They need a “why” and it 
is our job to give them that “why.” We need to invest in them 
and provide programs of substance. We need this millennial 
generation to be proud of being Jewish and we need them to 
feel that they are useful and helpful to us. We have to adjust our 
way of thinking to theirs, and not the other way around, as this 
is a generation of self-actualization that is usually thinking of 
their own individual needs fi rst.  When we do grab them in, we 
have to encourage these young adults to share their stories and 
let others know why they care.  This way, our message can be 
shared.
We are also need to engage our children, and one of the best 
ways is through a positive Jewish camp experience.  At the 
GA, we met representatives from the Foundation for Jewish 
Camp, which is offering some great programs to entice fi rst time 
campers.  Our goal is to partner with them, so that we can make 
camp affordable to all. We will be sharing a lot more about this 
is in the near future.
Next year’s General Assembly is being held in Washington, DC. 
We will share this information as soon as it is available. How 
wonderful would it be for us to have an even larger delegation 
attend?  Just imagine all of the creative ideas that we could bring 
back and implement to enhance our Jewish community! 
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Since 1977, the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County has been working 
together with community members 
to build and support a strong Jewish 
community - enriching people’s lives, 
helping those in need, and embracing 
new Jewish families. Each year, our 
recipient organizations in Orange County, 
subsidized by generous Federation 
funding, help tens of thousands of people 
here at home. As part of the Jewish 
Federations of  North America, we 
support hundreds of thousands more with 
our humanitarian initiatives around the 
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JewishOrangeNY.org

If you are not receiving WE ARE ONE 
please contact our offi ce.

Donations to support the Jewish 
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FEDERATION CHANGES LIVES
BY ABBE DISTELBURGER
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2015 1PM at Mt. St. Mary College, 330 Powell Ave., Newburgh 
He’s been called America’s greatest living tailor and the most interesting man in the world. In his book, Measure 
of a Man: From Auschwitz Survivor to Presidents’ Tailor, Martin Greenfi eld tells his incredible life story. Taken 
from his Czechoslovakian home at age fi fteen, arrested for being a Jew, and transported to the Nazi concentration 
camp at Auschwitz with his family, Greenfi eld came face to face with the Angel of Death, Dr. Joseph Mengele 
and was divided forever from his family. Presented in conjunction with the Newburgh JCC and Mt. St Mary.

TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2015 6PM at West Point Chapel, 750 Merritt Rd., West Point 
Powerful and harrowing, Tim Townsend’s Mission at Nuremberg - An American Army Chaplain and the Trial 
of the Nazis, offers a fresh look at one of the most horrifying times in human history, probing diffi cult spiritual 
and ethical issues, forcing us to confront the ultimate moral question: Are some men so evil they are beyond 
redemption?

COMING UP...

ABOUT ABBE DISTELBURGER
 

Abbe Distelburger grew up in Bal  more and 
moved to  Orange County in 1985 when she 
married Joe, whose family were long  me, 
ac  ve members of Temple Sinai. Abbe has a 
B.A. in Biology  from SUNY Albany and a B.S. 
in Medical Technology  from the University of 
Maryland. She has been a  licensed Real Estate 
Broker since 1996 and currently  works for Real 
Estate Solu  ons.  She and Joe live in  Goshen, 
belong to Temple Sinai and are the proud  
parents of two grown children, Eric and Betsy, 
both currently residing in NYC.
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JANUARY 2015
Jan. 8: Daughters of Agudas Israel, 7PM at Congregation Agudas Israel
Jan. 8: Advanced Adult Hebrew Class, 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Jan. 9: Shabbat Dinner/Services, 6:30PM at Cong. Agudas Israel 
Jan. 9: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Jan 11:  Blood Drive, 8AM at the Monroe Temple
Jan. 11: Temple Tots, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Jan. 11: Knit-in for Charity, 2PM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Jan. 14: Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Freedman, 12:30PM at Bonura’s 
Little Sicily
Jan. 15: NJCC Wine & Art Party, 7PM at 290 North St., Newburgh
Jan.17: Women’s League Shabbat, 9AM at Congregation Eitz Chaim
Jan. 22: Advanced Adult Hebrew Class, 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Jan. 23: New Member Service, 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Jan. 23: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Jan. 23: Kabbalat Shabbat Services, 7:30PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Jan. 25: Federation Super Sunday, 9AM at 290 North St., Newburgh 
Jan. 25: Temple Tots, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Jan. 30: Shabbat Shirah, 7 PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Jan 30-31: Shabbaton “Jews and the Environment” at Monroe Temple
Jan 31:  Cafe Col Kol Coffee House, 7PM at the Monroe Temple

FEBRUARY 2015
Feb.1: Imma, Abba & Me, 10 AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Feb. 5: Advanced Adult Hebrew Class, 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Feb. 5: Daughters of Agudas Israel, 7PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Feb. 6: Tot Shabbat, 6 PM at Temple Beth Shalom
Feb. 6: Shabbat Dinner/Services, 6:30PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
Feb. 6: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Feb 6: Shabbat of Inclusion/Shabbat Hallelu, 7:30PM at Monroe 
Temple
Feb.7: Shabbat morning services, 10 AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Feb. 8: Temple Tots, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
Feb.13: Family Shabbat Program, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Feb 14:  Sisterhood/Men’s Club Dance, 7PM at the Monroe Temple
Feb. 19: Advanced Adult Hebrew Class, 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
Feb. 20: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
Feb. 20: Kabbalat Shabbat Services, 7:30PM at Cong. Agudas Israel

Feb. 22: Temple Tots, 10 AM at Temple Beth Shalom
MARCH 2015
March 1: Imma, Abba & Me, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
March 4: Purim Party, 6PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
March 4:  Megillah Reading, 7:30PM at the Monroe Temple
March 5: Advanced Adult Hebrew Class, 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
March 5: Daughters of Agudas Israel, 7PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
March 6:  Tot Shabbat/Megillah Reading, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom 
March 7: Purim Party, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom
March 8: Eitz Chaim Sisterhood Trip to Jewish Museum, 9AM
March 8: Purim Carnival, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
March 8: Temple Tots, 10 AM at Temple Beth Shalom
March 8:  Purim Carnival, 11AM at the Monroe Temple
March 10: Author Tim Townsend, 6PM at West Point Chapel
March 13: Shabbat Across America, 6PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
March 13: Shabbat Dinner/Services, 6:30PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
March 13:  Shabbat Across America, 6:30PM at the Monroe Temple
March13: Shabbat Across America, 7PM at Temple Beth Shalom
March 15: Imma, Abba & Me, 10 AM at Temple Beth Shalom
March19: Advanced Adult Hebrew Class, 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
March 20: Family Shabbat Program, 7:30PM at Temple Beth Jacob
March 22: Model Seder,10AM at Congregation Beth Hillel
March 22:  Temple Tots, 10 AM at Temple Beth Shalom
March 25: JFS Jewish Roots, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
March 27: Kabbalat Shabbat Services, 7:30PM at Cong. Agudas Israel

APRIL 2015
April 2: Advanced Adult Hebrew Class, 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob
April 2: Daughters of Agudas Israel, 7PM at Cong. Agudas Israel 
April 4:  Community Seder, 5PM at the Monroe Temple
April 4 Sisterhood 2nd Night Seder, 5:30PM at Temple Beth Shalom
April 8: JFS Jewish Roots, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
April 10: Kabbalat Shabbat Services, 7:30PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
April12: Temple Tots, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
April 12: Sisterhood Spring Bazaar, 10AM at Monroe Temple
April 12: Author Martin Greenfi eld, 1PM at Mt. St. Mary College 
April 15:  Erev Yom HaShoah Service, 7PM at Cong. Beth Hillel
April 16: Advanced Adult Hebrew Class, 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob

April 19: Imma, Abba & Me, Youth Group Blood Drive, 10AM at 
Temple Beth Shalom 
April 22: JFS Jewish Roots, 6:30PM at Temple Sinai
April 24: Shabbat Dinner/Services, 6:30PM at Cong. Agudas Israel
April 24: Kabbalat Shabbat, 7:15PM at Congregation Beth Hillel
April 25: Rainbow Pot Luck Dinner, 6PM at Temple Beth Shalom
April 25:  Arts Light the Way, 7PM at the Monroe Temple 
April 26: Temple Tots, 10AM at Temple Beth Shalom
April 26: Youth Group Mother’s Day plant sale, 10AM at Temple Beth 
Shalom 
April 26: Federation 8 Over 80/5 Under 50 Gala 3PM Anthony’s Pier 9
April 30: Advanced Adult Hebrew Class, 7PM at Temple Beth Jacob

Stay in the loop with our weekly WE ARE ONE eNews Edi  on email blasts. 
We feature news and upcoming events for the en  re Orange County Jewish community. 

Send your email address to sharon@jewishorangeny.org. 
We never share your email address with anyone!

CHANUKAH IS OVER BUT YOUR GELT CAN STILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE
BY JOYCE WASCHITZ

ABOUT JOYCE WASCHITZ

Joyce Waschitz is the Execu  ve Director of 
the Jewish Federa  on and past president 
of Monroe Temple Beth El. Joyce and her  
husband Gary have lived in Orange County 
for 33 years and have two children.

UPCOMING EVENTS                                                                                    FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS VISIT www.jewishorangeny.org

ONGOING EVENTS

Tuesdays, 10AM Women with Wool at Congregation Eitz Chaim

Tuesdays, 11AM Scrabble with Friends at Congregation Agudas 
Israel

Saturdays, 9:30AM Torah Study at Temple Beth Jacob (no class 
2/28)

You may have eaten your last latke and put away the dreidels, but there’s still time to make a 
tax - deductible contribution to the Jewish Federation.  Before 2014 comes to  a close, put your 
gelt to work helping people in need here in Orange County, NY, in Ukraine, in Southern Israel 

and around the world. That’s in addition to the warm glow you will receive from helping your Jewish 
community.

Your gift helps the vulnerable in our community in countless ways.  Bringing food and comfort to our 
elderly in Eastern Europe, trauma counseling to families in Southern Israel, Jewish Education to children 
from everywhere from Minsk to Mumbai.
 
As you fi nalize your year-end contributions, please keep the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange 
County in mind. Make the largest tax-deductible gift you can before December 31, 2014. You may be 
surprised at just how much you get in return. 

Members of Congrega  on B’nai Torah, in Greenwood Lake, have 
completed a “Mitzvah Menorah,” constructed en  rely of donated canned 

foods.  The project was the idea of Marilynn Po  er, and the commi  ee 
consisted of Marilynn, as chair; Bea Bloom; Art and Helaine Lasko and 
Bea Grumman.  Everyone worked very hard to construct the Menorah.  

A  er Hanukkah, the cans were divided equally between the Community 
Emergency Food Center, 47 Maple Ave., Monroe, and the Warwick Valley 

Ecumenical Council Food Pantry, 135 Forester Ave., Warwick.



www.JewishOrangeNY.org4 We Are One |Winter 2014-2015
KISLEV NISAN 5775

CONNECTING LIVES, STRENGTHENING TIES; 
HOW OUR ONGOING PARTNERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE
BY MARJORIE FABER
SPECIAL FEATURE

Lance is a thirty two year old gentleman living with 
a Family Care Provider in Middletown.  He is an 
individual with an intellectual disability; receiving 

Medicaid Service Coordination through Jewish Family 
Service of Orange County (JFS) for over ten years. Lance 
is friendly, generous and motivated to be part of his 
community. 
Over the years, Lance has lived in Supervised Residences 
with peers. Living more independently was a goal fulfi lled 
for Lance as he now lives with a Family Care Provider. 
He has responsibility and chores living with Donna, his 
Family Care Provider including the care and feeding of 
their dog, Sugar.  Lance can venture into the community 
independently for a few hours daily, taking public 
transportation. Lance’s Medicaid Service Coordinator, 
Joel Rotkin, has worked successfully with Lance to secure 
employment. His job performance was excellent but the 
economy necessitated his release. Eager to stay busy and 
to give back to his community, Marjorie Faber at Jewish 
Family Service suggested a volunteer position at a local 
Food Pantry. The fi rst day on the job, Lance received 
accolades for his hard work, his affability and his initiative. 
Following his fi rst day, Lance continues to volunteer with 
the food pantry. He knows the path from his home to the 
Food Pantry and walks independently to the site twice 
weekly. The other volunteers at the Pantry look forward 
to the strong, young man who desires to give back to his 
community. 

A future goal for Lance is to live independently in his own 
apartment with supports, working and volunteering. Lance 
wants to continue to be a contributing member of society!
Lance’s story is one of empowerment.  Empowerment is 
key to the mission of JFS where we empower all people 
facing challenging times to live with dignity, hope and 
strength.  Thanks to the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Orange County for its ongoing support; it brings us that 
much closer to achieving our mission.
Jewish Family Service is a recipient agency of the Jewish 
Federa  on of Greater Orange County.

ABOUT MARJORIE FABER

Marjorie Faber is the Director of 
Medicaid Service Coordina  on at 
Jewish Family Service of Orange 
County. She lives in Orange County 
with her family.

“I USED TO TELL MY MOTHER THAT I WANTED TO STAY AT CAMP 
ALL YEAR ROUND.”   
BY ZACHARY MORGANSTEIN
JUMPING INTO LIFE

I began Ramah Nyack the summer I fi nished 
kindergarten and returned from a trip to Israel.  Camp 
provided me with all the activities you would fi nd in 

a camp, as well as continuing my Jewish education. 

One of my favorite activities at camp is swimming, and 
thanks to camp, I became an excellent swimmer.  We 
even played handball in the pool! We played all kinds 
of sports; softball, soccer, tennis, ultimate Frisbee, 
basketball, rock climbing and one of my favorites, Gaga.  
I played on the JV tennis team which not only taught 
me the skills I needed to play the sport, but gave me the 
confi dence to join the JV tennis team at my High School. 
This year at camp I was on the varsity team, winning my 
match against Ramah Palmer!    

At Ramah we went on numerous trips exploring the 
Atlantic northeast.  I visited Washington DC, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Cleveland, Pittsburgh and Niagara Falls. 
We performed mitzvah projects, such as helping out 
seniors in a nursing home, giving back and providing 
assistance to those in need. We bowled and sang songs 
with the seniors.

I love to cook and the Sababa program helped with that. 
We went to NYC and cooked at the Center for Kosher 
Culinary Arts, where I learned to cook many delicious 
dishes.  We traveled Manhattan by subway and bus 
visiting all different sites each evening.

Going to a Jewish camp is an extension of Jewish values 
taught at home, my experiences from my day school 
education and my involvement with my synagogue. I 
often lead Friday and Saturday services at synagogue and 

was honored to be asked to lead Friday night Shabbat 
services at Ramah this past summer!  Jewish activities 
are embedded throughout the day and night. We celebrate 
holidays, we fast on Tisha B’Av, we are always learning 
and discussing past and current events in Israel and 
Jewish causes. Camp helps us to be independent and to 
take leadership roles in the community and helps us to 
learn what Judaism means to us.  Being at Camp Ramah 
is an extension of my Jewish identity!

My fi rst year in a sleep away camp took some time 
to adjust to bunk life, but the friends I made as a 
Ramah camper will last a lifetime.  This past summer, 
while visiting Disney World, I met up with one of my 
bunkmates. We had a great time at the Magic Kingdom 
and I am glad I got to experience it with my Ramah 
bunkmate.

Shabbat is the most fantastic and enjoyable day of the 
week. The whole camp gathers, dresses in white, and 
meets at the Agam, an amphitheater on Lake Ellis. While 
welcoming Shabbat, the whole camp sings as one, an 
experience that must be experienced as a Ramah camper.  
Of course this is followed by a delicious Shabbat dinner!

So, I used to tell my mother that I wished camp lasted 
all year round. Amazingly, this is my last year being 
at Ramah as a camper, and I will enjoy each moment 
I am there. In the future, I plan to work at Ramah for 
the summer. I not only want to be able to give back to 
campers what I have been given, but continue with the 
Ramah traditions as a counselor.  

It truly was, and is, the best experience a summer camp 

could give, with the added benefi t of being in a Jewish 
community, with my Jewish friends and counselors. I 
only wish everyone could experience the magic that 
Shabbat brings, one of the best memories you will take 
away from Camp Ramah in the Berkshires.

I am grateful to the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange 
County for their Summer Camp Scholarship Program 
and urge anyone interested to contact them for more 
information.
ABOUT ZACHARY MORGANSTEIN

Zachary Morganstein the son of Lea and Eddie, brother to Laja, Lorne, Dennis 
and Karleen and Uncle to Payten and Everley, is currently a 10th grade student 
at Monroe Woodbury High School. He enjoys history, science, cooking and 
traveling to Florida to see his grandfather. Zachary’s sense of humor and 
keen wit brings a smile to people’s faces. He a  ended Reuben Gi  leman 
and Gerrard Berman Hebrew Day Schools. His involvement at Eitz Chaim and 
a  endance at Camps Ramah Nyack and Berkshires fuels his devo  on and 
knowledge of Judaism.  One will o  en fi nd Zachary leading Friday night or 
Saturday services. Zachary has been to Israel on three occasions; two family 
missions with Eitz Chaim, and most recently in 2012 as part of the 8th grade 
curriculum. Zachary’s grandmother, Cecile Widerman Kaufer is a Holocaust 
survivor, and he a  ended every Yom Hashoah program, leading Ha  kvah at 
this year’s mmemora  on. A  er eight years of camp, Zachary is looking forward 

to fi nishing out his Ramah experience as Gesher 
2015, and will begin looking at colleges next year.
LEFT-2006     BELOW - Zachary(top le  ) with the
                                      Ramah tennis team in 2013
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JEWISH SUMMER CAMP...AN INCREDIBLE EXPERIENCE
BY MIRANDA FEELEY
JUMPING INTO LIFE

So you’re considering going to camp. Are you 
nervous? Do you love the idea of getting away 
from your parents for a month? 

That’s great, because camp is an incredible experience 
that I would recommend to anyone. It offers 
independence in a great atmosphere of positivity and 
support. There are activities for everyone, whether you’re 
artistically or athletically inclined.
 At URJ Camp Eisner, where I go, you may choose one 
art and two sports every week. The great part about 
choosing your own activities is that you meet people with 
the same interests. Eisner also offers swimming lessons, 
free time every day, and courses that let kids explore 
Judaism in ways that are exciting for them. Then, at the 
end of the week, from Friday morning to Saturday night, 
you take a break from all those activities for Shabbat. 
Shabbat at Eisner is my favorite time of the week. I love 
the activities and evening services during the week, but 
Shabbat is special. There’s a Shabbat dinner where you 
sit with whoever you want. Afterwards, the entire camp 
comes together for services in the outdoor sanctuary. It’s 
beautiful there, and the feeling of being surrounded by 
all those people and singing the same songs is really just 
incredible. And then you get to the best part of the night; 
song session and Israeli dance! Singing until you lose 
your voice and dancing until your feet feel like they’re 
going to fall off then singing and dancing some more 
creates an amazing feeling of community. It’s really 
just indescribable; one of those things that you can’t 
understand unless you experience it yourself.

Shabbat at Eisner is incredible, and the everyday normal 
activities keep you running around all day, but there’s 
also Teva and Trip Day to look forward to every session! 
Teva is Eisner’s Israeli-counselor-run nature program. It 
starts off with a ropes course that depends on your age 
and takes up the beginning of the day. Then you get to 
go on a hike and sleep outside in tents. Everyone agrees 
that Teva food is the best food in camp, and I don’t know 
anyone who doesn’t love getting their fi ngers sticky 
with marshmallow or melted chocolate. Trip day is the 
only time in the session that you get to go off-camp. The 
younger kids go to a theme park for a day, while eighth 
graders and above get to go on overnight trips. In tenth 
grade, you get to go Montreal for four days, and it’s the 
most fun I’ve ever had! 
Leaving home for a month can sound incredibly fun or 
incredibly scary to an eleven-year old, depending on 
who they are. It’s also possible to be somewhere in the 
middle; that’s how I felt when I was preparing for my fi rst 
summer at Eisner! It seems like a whole new world is 
going to open up before you, and you aren’t sure what’s 
going to happen but you’re really excited for it.  
And then the day you drive through the gates for the 
fi rst time fi nally arrives. There are people everywhere 
shouting “Welcome to camp!!!” and holding up signs 
about how it’s going to be the best summer ever, and 
you can’t help thinking how cool it is that everyone is so 
energetic and happy, but you’re almost in seventh grade 
and you’re too cool for emotions, so you roll your eyes 
and force yourself to think about how lame this is--and 

then they’re right and you’re wrong and four weeks later 
people say “I’ll see you next summer!” and you laugh 
and say “Yeah, you too!”

BELOW: Olim 2014 Ul  mate Frisbee Team in a huddle.
at Eisner Camp.

Where in a summer can you build 
relationships that last a lifetime? 

SUMMER CAMP!
We want your child to be one happy camper this summer!

845-562-7860            www.JewishOrangeNY.org

Finances shouldn’t keep your child from spending a summer at a 
Jewish camp - laughing, splashing, and being a part of a young 

thriving Jewish community of their contemporaries.

Go to www.JewishOrangeNY.org to get more information about 
camp scholarships available through Jewish Federation of Greater 

Orange County. The deadline to apply is March 31, 2015.

A trip your child will 
remember forever. 

ISRAEL

845-562-7860            www.JewishOrangeNY.org

…where they’ll reinforce their Jewish identity, appreciate their 
homeland and its culture, and strengthen a connection with 

Israel that will last a lifetime.

Learn more about the Youth 2 Israel scholarships available for high 
school students through The Jewish Federation of Greater Orange 

County. The deadline to apply is January 31, 2015.

ABOUT MIRANDA FEELEY:

Miranda is a 10th grade student 
at Cornwall Central High School. 
She and her family are members 
of Monroe Temple Beth-El, where 
Miranda belongs to the Yputh 
Group. She has gone to URJ Camp 
Eisner for 4 years. Miranda is on the 
Academic Team in High School. She 
volunteers at JFS’s Special Sundays 
Program. Miranda enjoys anime, 
reading and talking to her friends 
whenever and wherever possible.
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IN MEMORY OF JACQUES LEVINE: SEPTEMBER 4, 1922 - NOVEMBER 13, 2014  
EDITED FROM JACQUE’S EULOGY BY RABBI JOEL SCHWAB 

Harold Levine Endowment Program
Make your memory last. 
Create an endowment by calling 845-562-7860.

EVELYN & MARVIN 
ABRAMOWITZ

DDDDDDDDR. MARTIN ALTCHEK

GGGGGGGGGGEORGIA & DR. IRVING 
ANDERMAN

JESSICA B. & JACK N.
BLINKOFF

CELIA & BERNARD 
BRICKMAN

PEARL COHN

ROSE COHEN

ANDREA DUBROFF

THE ENDICK-
KORENMAN FAMILY

TRUDY & LEO FLAX

THE GITTELSOHN 
FAMILY

AAAAALFAAAAAA RED GOLDBERGER

THE GUTTERMAN- 
GOLDBERG FAMILY

LESLIE A. HANDLER

ELLIS HECHT

LILLIAN & NORMAN
HECHT

IRV KAPLAN

JUNE & GERALD 
KREISBERG

MARION R. & 
LAWRENCE LEVIN

MARION RIDER LEVIN

ESTHER & FALK 
LEVINE

FLORENCE & JACQUES 
LEVINE

CAROL & HAROLD
LEVINE

HARRIET & JACK LEVY

ALLA & BORIS LIPKIN

DR. PAUL LIPSCHULTZ

LORE & RABBI DR. 
KURT METZGER

SYLVIA & MURRAY 
MINTZ

GERTRUDE & DR.
REUBEN MOKOTOFF

EDITH & EUGENE 
MULLIN

LEONA & HAROLD
NADLE

PEARL & NATHAN
OLIVER

PAUL ORNSTEIN

EDNA & SHEPARD
PRYLUCK

RACHEL & EMANUEL 
REISER

PATRICIA & DAVID
RIDER 

THE RIEGER FAMILY

LIBBY & MAT 
SCHLEIFER

CHARLOTTE & JOSEPHHHHHHHHHHH  
SCHULHOF

GLORYA COVEL SMITHHHHHHHHHHH

ESTELLE & MORRIS 
SPIVACK

HELEN & HAROLD
SURESKY 

FLORENCE & LEO
SUSSMAN

ABOUT ENDOWMENTS

The Harold Levine Endowment Program 
of the Jewish Federa  on of Greater 
Orange County currently has more than 
forty endowments and con  nues to grow, 
ensuring our benefi ciary agencies the ability 
to con  nue to enrich our community’s 
future and to be there to help Jews facing 
hardships here and abroad.

A legacy gi   to the Harold Levine 
Endowment Program is your way to leave 
fi nancial resources to Jewish ins  tu  ons, 
enabling them to provide rescue, relief, 
support and educa  onal services here and 
in 60 countries worldwide.

A philanthropic advisor from the Jewish 
Federa  on can be your partner in planning 
a legacy gi   that is consistent with your 
other estate plans; or, you can contact a 
tax advisor or estate-planning a  orney for 
informa  on specifi c to your situa  on.
To arrange for a confi den  al mee  ng, 
please contact Mark Fink at 845 782-7651. 

He who has acquired a good name has enriched 
himself. For even a long life ends soon, but a 
good name endures forever. Fortunate is the man 

who has acquired a good name, and who retains it when 
he departs this world, for a good reputation is better than 
great riches, greater than silver and gold.”
May I suggest that these quotes from Jewish tradition 
describe to a T Jacques Levine, the man whose life we 
gather today to celebrate and whose passing we come to 
mourn.  For Jacques created in his lifetime a good name 
that will endure forever, a reputation based on his energy, 
his dedication to community, his constant willingness 
to contribute his time, his talents and his resources, his 
deeply held value system, his engaging intellect, and his 
care and concern for all of us.  And anyone who had the 
great fortune to spend any time with him could not help 
but see him as a model for how to live life, an exemplar 
for bringing one’s value system to life in action.
Jacques Levine was a proud American, a lifelong 
learner, and a proud and active civic leader.  But I have 
to tell you that the core of the Jacques Levine I knew 
and admired so much was his identity as a member of 
the Jewish community and the Jewish people.  I would 
contend that his other passions; his patriotism, his 
intellectual curiosity, his sense of civic responsibility, all 
stemmed from his core understanding of what it means 
to be Jewish in this world today, and his contributions 
to Gomez Mill House exemplify that attitude. That core 
of his existence meant that his central concern was the 
well-being and the culture of our people and our heritage.  
He truly believed the rabbinic statement “kol Yisrael 
areivim zeh la-zeh” – “Jews are responsible for each 
other” – and showed it in myriads of ways. His decades 
of commitment as the Scoutmaster of the Scout troop at 
the Middletown Hebrew Association speaks to exactly 
that concern and passion, as he helped hundreds of boys 
grow into men within a Jewish context. Dedicated as he 
was to the Jewish community and to the Jewish State 
of Israel, he did one of the hardest jobs around, face-to-
face fund-raising for the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Orange County, and could never understand when his 
Jewish friends and neighbors gave less than they should 
have,  for his generosity was constant and overfl owing in 
supporting our synagogue, our local Jewish community 
and Jews around the world.  

He served on the Board of our synagogue, contributing 
both institutional memory and a constant fl ow of ideas 
to the proceedings. But to my mind the most telling 
activity that Jacques engaged in over the years occurred 
whenever he and Florence traveled on business to the 
four corners of the earth. Wherever they went, they 
sought out the local synagogue so they could attend 
Friday night services. Understand, Jacques could hardly 
read Hebrew, but for him the imperative of connecting 
with the Jewish community on Shabbat was crucial, a 
central part of the value system he lived by and passes 
on to all of us.  How fortunate have we been to have had 
such a person in our midst.
And how much we in both the general community and 
the Jewish community will miss him. He was our friend 
and our guide, and so we will miss his sage advice and 
his intellect, his constant laugh and his deep passion, 
and, most of all, his values. Our job now is for each of 
us to pick up a little of the work that he has left behind 
for us, to take the memory of what he did and do it 
ourselves, to act on his love of country, his sense of civic 
responsibility, his passion for learning, and his dedication 
to his heritage, and so pick up the slack that he leaves 
behind for us.
But as we mourn the loss of this giant in our community, 
let us recognize that the ones who will miss him most are 
the members of his family, who were the true center of 
his existence. His dedication to and love for his parents 
can be summed up in the very fact that he followed in 
their footsteps, taking over the business from his father 
and incorporating his mother’s commitments to volunteer 
work in the community and the synagogue.  For almost 
60 years he and his beloved Florence sustained a 
wonderfully vital and loving marriage, creating a home 
together whose core was the Jewish values they both 
lived. I have yet to fi gure out how Jacques found the 
time to be such a incredible father to his four children, 
but he did, teaching them the values that have sustained 
them throughout their lives and then pointing with 
justifi able pride as each in turn has made a real impact 
on the communities in which they live, especially as 
each has picked up the banner of Judaism and the Jewish 
people and made their own contributions to the present 
and future of our heritage.  But it was, of course, the 
grandchildren whose exploits he talked about with such 
excitement, that amazed and joyous expression crossing 

his face at each mention of their milestones in life.  
“He who has acquired a good name has enriched himself.  
For even a long life ends soon, but a good name endures 
forever.”  Jacques Levine departs this world with that 
great reputation, as a true example for all of us of how 
to live life.  It is not, “May his memory always be for a 
blessing”; it is, “His memory is a blessing, for all of us”.
RABBI JOEL SCHWAB is the spiritual leader of Temple 
Sinai in Middletown.
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LET THEM EAT CAKE
BY IRIS BARLET
COOK’S CORNER 

JANE FRIEDLAND

SHARON & JEROME GOLDBERG

RACHELLE & JEFFREY HARMER

RAENA & ALAN KORENMAN

SHEILA LEVINSTEIN

GERALDINE & STEVEN LULOFF

DORIS & STEVEN RUBINSKY

CHERYL & ELLIOT TETENBAUM

CURRENT PJ LIBRARY FUNDERS THINKING OF SELLING OR TRADING 
THAT CAR, BOAT, MOTORCYCLE OR RV?

• Support a worthwhile cause
• Receive tax benefi ts.
• Free pick-up
• No smog required

EASY & CONVENIENT

Call today, toll free:

866-532-2771

866-JF-CARS-1

VISIT www.jewishorangeny.org or call 845-562-7860 
for more informa  on.

Perfect Chocolate Cake

1 cup unsweetened cocoa
2 cups boiling water
2 ¾ cups sifted fl our (sift before 
measuring)
2 teaspoons baking soda
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon baking powder
1 cup unsalted butter or margarine, 
softened
2 ½ cups sugar
4 eggs
1 ½ teaspoons vanilla extract

Directions:
Combine cocoa with boiling water and 
mix with a whisk until smooth, then cool 
completely. In another bowl, sift together 
fl our, baking soda, salt and baking powder.
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Grease and lightly fl our three 9” layer 
cake pans or a 13 x 9 x 2” oblong pan. In 
large bowl with electric mixer, beat butter, 
sugar, eggs and vanilla at high speed, 
scraping bowl occasionally until light and 
fl uffy, about 5 minutes. At low speed, beat 
in fl our mixture (in fourths) alternately 
with cocoa mixture (in thirds), beginning 
and ending with the fl our mixture. Do 
not overbeat. Divide evenly in prepared 
9” pans and bake for 25 to 30 minutes. 
If using the oblong pan, use the entire 
mixture and bake approx. 50 minutes. 
Cake is done when surface springs back 
when gently pressed. Cool in pan 10 
minutes, then remove and cool on rack.

Chocolate Buttercream
1 ⅔ Cups golden brown sugar, fi rmly 
packed
⅓ C. water
4 egg yolks
1 Cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter or 
margarine, room temperature
3 oz. unsweetened chocolate, chopped, 
melted, cooled to lukewarm
1 tsp. vanilla

Directions:
Cook sugar and water in heavy medium 
saucepan over very low heat, stirring until 
sugar dissolves (avoid scraping sides of 
pan). Increase heat to medium and boil 2 
minutes.
Meanwhile, beat yolks in mixer at high 
speed until thick. With mixer running, 
gradually pour boiling syrup into yolks 
(do not scrape saucepan). Continue to 
beat until yolk mixture is cool, about 15 
minutes. Reduce mixer speed to medium. 
Mix in butter or margarine 1 tablespoon at 
a time. Add vanilla, then melted chocolate.
Chill just until thick enough to spread and 
smooth over cooled cake.

Chiffon Cake

2 cups all-purpose fl our
1 ½ cups granulated sugar
3 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
½ cup vegetable oil
7 egg yolks
¾ cup cold water
2 teaspoons grated lemon peel
2 teaspoons vanilla
1 cup egg whites (8 eggs) Be sure not to get any egg yolks into the egg whites 
while separating the eggs, because even a speck of yolk will prevent the whites 
from beating properly.
½ teaspoon cream of tartar

Directions:
Move oven rack to lowest position. Heat oven to 325°F. In large bowl, mix fl our, 
sugar, baking powder and salt. Beat in cold water, oil, vanilla, lemon peel and 
egg yolks until smooth.
In large mixing bowl, beat egg whites and cream of tartar with electric mixer on 
high speed until stiff peaks form. Gradually pour egg yolk mixture over beaten 
egg whites, folding with rubber spatula just until blended. Pour into ungreased 
10-inch angel food (tube) cake pan.
Bake about 1 hour 15 minutes or until top springs back when touched lightly. 
Immediately turn pan upside down onto heatproof funnel or bottle. Let hang un-
til completely cool, about 2 hours. Loosen side of cake with knife or long, metal 
spatula; remove from pan.
This is delicious with whipped cream & fresh berries, or ice with a thin lemon 
glaze. Does not work well with a heavy buttercream. 

“These are my go-to recipes for birthday cakes, especially when I'm visi  ng my family 
and the recipe needs to be pareve. The chocolate cake is adapted from a McCalls's 
cookbook. The lemon chiff on is adapted from the Be  y Crocker cookbook.”

ABOUT IRIS BARLET 
Iris and Peter Barlet were married at Temple Beth Shalom, and they 
knew that the temple would be the center of their Jewish community 
life. They have remained members of TBS for 33 years. Iris has been 
involved in many aspects of temple life, including the Board of 
Educa  on, Sisterhood co-president, Board member and teacher. She is 
currently the temple administrator. Iris and Peter live in Warwick and 
have 3 children. 
“My interest in baking came from Grandma Dora, whose family ran a 
bakery in the “old country” and my mother, who followed the old recipes 
and passed them on to her fi ve daughters. My fondest memory of my 

Grandma arriving for a visit would be helping her unpack the fresh loaves of cinnamon scented 
Mandelbrot, wrapped in aluminum foil and re-purposed carrot bags and slicing it to serve. It was a 
 me-honored recipe for comfort and love.”

BunkConnect™: Making Jewish Camp a Reality for Every Child
All kids deserve the adventure of Jewish camp.  This summer, you can make it happen.
At Jewish overnight camp, kids discover who they really are, build connec  ons to the Jewish future, and 
create memories they’ll hold onto for their en  re lives. 
But paying for camp can be diffi  cult.  To address this, the Founda  on for Jewish Camp (FJC) is proud to 
introduce BunkConnect™ - an aff ordability ini  a  ve and referral program that makes it easy to fi nd the 
perfect camp at the perfect price. Through BunkConnect™, fi rst-  me campers of all Jewish backgrounds 
(including Jewish day school students) can choose from high quality summer experiences na  onwide at 
special rates of 40-60% off !  The program is specifi cally designed for families for whom Jewish camp might 

not be fi nancially feasible—including middle income families.
With over 150+ tradi  onal and specialty summer experiences to choose from, there's a Jewish overnight camp for every child.  
Search available overnight camp sessions at BunkConnect.org today. 
BunkConnect™ is a program of the Founda  on for Jewish Camp and The Center for Entrepreneurial Jewish Philanthropy, made 
possible by generous funding from: The AVI CHAI Founda  on, The Leader Family Founda  on, The Michael and Andrea Leven Family 
Founda  on, and The Jack and Goldie Wolfe Miller Fund.
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LOCAL 
SYNAGOGUES
These are the synagogues that 
serve greater Orange County’s 
thriving Jewish community. To 
help you find the congregation 
that best suits your lifestyle, we 
have provided a brief overview. 
For more detailed information, 
we invite you to contact each 
synagogue directly.

Ahavas Torah Congrega  on
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-7565
Affi  lia  on: Orthodox

Congrega  on Agudas Israel
Loca  on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5604 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
congrega  onagudasisrael.org 

Congrega  on Beth Hillel
Loca  on: Walden
Phone: 845-778-7374 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
congrega  onbethhillel.org

Congrega  on B’nai Torah
Loca  on: Greenwood Lake
Phone: 845-477-3716
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
bnaitorahgwl.org

Congrega  on Eitz Chaim
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-7424 
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
eitzchaim-monroe.org

Monroe Temple of 
Liberal Judaism
Loca  on: Monroe
Phone: 845-783-2626
Affi  lia  on: Reform
monroetemple.org

Temple Beth El
Loca  on: Port Jervis
Phone: 845-856-1722
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
templebethelpjny.org

Temple Beth Jacob
Loca  on: Newburgh
Phone: 845-562-5516
Affi  lia  on: Reform
tbjnewburgh.org

Temple Beth Shalom
Loca  on: Florida, NY
Phone: 845-651-7817
Affi  lia  on: Reform
tbsny.org

Temple Sinai
Loca  on: Middletown
Phone: 845-343-1861
Affi  lia  on: Conserva  ve
templesinaimiddletown.com

JEWISH EARTH DAY
BY RABBI  REBECCA SHINDER
PRACTICAL RABBI

Whereas the Jewish community is 
well into its New Year of 5775, 
celebrants around the world 

recently noted the beginning of 2015 in 
their usual fashion. Whether dressed in 
top hats and tails for balls, layers upon 
layers for Times Square or in casual attire 
for a quiet evening spent with family and 
friends, we all took a private moment 
for that timeless ritual – the making of 
a New Year’s Resolution. I would ask 
us all to prolong that moment and make 
another pledge for yet another New Year’s 
Celebration.
Neither Ryan Seacrest nor Anderson 
Cooper will host a television show to 
herald in the New Year that begins early 
next month, and the central site is not our 
homes or favorite party spot. Rather, the 
focused location of Tu B’Shevat, The New 
Year of the Trees, truly is The Land of 
Israel.  Noted by some as the Jewish Arbor 
Day, I choose to emphasize the ecological 
aspects of the holiday and, in addition to 
the traditional eating of dates and carob, 
call it the Jewish Earth Day.
The Book of Ecclesiastes reminds us 
that, “one generation goes and another 
generation comes; but the Earth remains 
forever.” (Kohelet 1:4). We all learn the 
value of Tikkun Olam, (to repair our broken 
world), but this passage seems to instruct 
us to be mindful of caring for our earth 
before it is broken. Tu B’Shevat, beginning 
on February 4, 2015, can promote an 

awareness of environmental considerations 
and environmentally responsible acts. This 
Jewish value is called sh’mirat ha-adamah 
(the protection and renewal of the world).
I would like to return to the notion of 
that ritual of the New Year’s Resolution.  
Instead of pledging to exercise more and 
eat less, or vowing to curb the “screen 
time” for both yourself and your children, I 
encourage us all to turn our resolution into 
a solution for reducing our carbon footprint 
and greening our habits at home, at school, 
at the offi ce and at our synagogues.
All of our families and communities will 
need to establish what is appropriate and 
manageable in this effort of sh’mirat ha-
adamah. There are plenty of books and 
websites to guide us in this greening effort.  
However, I would like to suggest picking 
one act for now to do your part. Perhaps 
your can expand your resolution/solution 
next Tu B’Shevat (and then the next, and 
then the next!)  
If you have not already done so, I suggest 
that we all “kick the bottle habit.” The 
nasty bottle to which I refer is the common 
plastic water bottle. I will prepare us for 
next month’s New Year of the Trees by 
offering some disturbing facts about water 
bottles:
• 80 million disposable water bottles are 
used in the U.S. each day and 80% do not 
get recycled.
• The chemicals in many plastic water 

bottles contain toxins known to leach.  
These chemicals are an environmental 
health threat both to consumers and to 
people living near the sites where these 
chemicals are manufactured.
• The energy required to produce, bottle, 
and transport one disposable water bottle 
to the consumer is the equivalent of a half 
bottle full of oil.
Perhaps a new Tu B’Shevat tradition can 
be the purchase of reusable bottles! Once 
again, our part of the solution will come 
from our buying power of the “Good 
Bottles.” Moreover, if the consumer isn’t 
buying, bottlers will stop producing. The 
cessation of such enormous production will 
be mindful of Kohelet’s teaching – that the 
earth remains forever. Our Jewish Earth 
Day will soon be here.  What will you do 
to celebrate?
For more informa  on, visit sites such as:
www.ThinkOutsidetheBo  le.org
www.tappedthemovie.com
www.bagitmovie.com

ABOUT RABBI SHINDER
Rabbi Rebecca 
Pomerantz Shinder has 
served as the spiritual 
leader of Temple Beth 
Shalom in Florida, NY 
for eight years. Rabbi 
and Larry Shinder are 
the proud parents 
of Jeremy, who will 
become a Bar Mitzvah 
in June, Jacob, and 
Hannah.


