
2016 JEWISH COMMUNITY IMPACT FUND AWARDS 
 
 

Four Jewish Community Impact Fund grants were awarded for 2016.  The awards continue the 
practice of providing grants to encourage recipients to offer programs and services that would 
not otherwise be possible through available budgets.  Here are our latest winners. 
 

 The Jewish Community Center, Jewish Family Services, Hebrew Day School and 
Federation collaborated on a grant to make funding available to launch a new effort to 
both identify and engage newcomers to Ann Arbor as well as to reach out to existing 
uninvolved members of the community.  The program will be spearheaded by Sarah 
Hong of Jewish Family Services with support from other agencies and a number of 
graduate student interns. 
 

 The Jewish Studies program of Eastern Michigan University received a grant to produce 
a series of public programs exploring Jewish community interests and concerns 
regarding the 2016 Presidential elections. 
 

 Jewish Family Services received a grant to organize a day-long event dedicated to 
exploring and addressing mental health issues in the community as well as providing in-
service programs for our local Jewish community institutions. 
 

 The Jewish Young Professional affinity group of the Jewish Federation received a grant 
to re-enact their Connect8 intergenerational program.  The first Connect8 program 
which organizes dinner groups of eight people each to engage adult Jews of all ages in 
discussions of their respective views of Jewish life followed by all groups joining 
together for a social evening was a big success with nearly 100 people registered.  
Unfortunately, a snow storm kept almost one third of the people away.  Nevertheless, 
the people who did participate expressed great satisfaction with the program.  
Therefore, a second grant will allow them to repeat the exercise in the fall, when 
weather will not be an issue. 

 
We acknowledge that not every impact fund grant speaks to everyone in the community and 
some donors feel this is not the best use of the money.  But we believe that every grant is 
important to some constituency within the community and allows programs to happen that 
otherwise could not.  This is really no different than any of our allocations as every agency we 
fund serves only a segment of the community.  At the end of the day it is the totality of all the 
allocations and services that matters, not whether any individual allocation is for every person. 
 


