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2016 JFNA LGBTQ Mission to Israel 
Itinerary at a Glance  

 

THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2016 
 
Welcome to Israel! If you are arriving in Israel on May 26, please meet your driver after passing 
through customs for transfer to the hotel in Jerusalem.  
Registration and hospitality desk at the hotel 
 
6:30 PM  Buses depart hotel for the Mt. Zion Hotel Gardens known for its stunning view 

of Jerusalem’s Old City  
 
7:00 PM  Reception and festive opening Dinner with Reuven Rivlin, President of the State 

of Israel  
Welcome remarks by Rabbi Aaron Leibowitz, City Council Executive Member for 
the city of Jerusalem.  

 
9:45 PM (OPTIONAL)  Continue to Zion Square, recently designated by the Jerusalem 

Municipality as a Nekudat Mifgash, it’s now a meeting place dedicated to Shira 
Banki’s memory and the values of tolerance, pluralism and respecting each 
other. Every Thursday night since the summer of 2015, the Yerushalmit 
Movement, and it's ever growing supporters, have filled Zion Square with 
music, art and dialogue.   

  
(OPTIONAL)  Leisure time in downtown Jerusalem or enjoy The 8th Light 

Festival in the Old City of Jerusalem 

OVERNIGHT: DAVID CITADEL OR MAMILLA HOTEL, JERUSALEM 

 
FRIDAY, MAY 27, 2016 
 
7:00 AM Breakfast in the main hotel dining room  
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8:30 AM  Religious Pluralism in Israel: iRep   
This program works to increase religious diversity in Israel. iRep promotes and 
helps advance meaningful change to the status quo that will serve to facilitate a 
range of legally-recognized options for marriage in Israel. iRep is comprised of 
ten Federations and six foundations. 

 
10:30 AM Choose from one of the following options: 
 

I. Jerusalem Open House 
Visit the Jerusalem Open House for Pride and Tolerance (JOH), a leading 
organization of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) people 
and their allies in the heart of Jerusalem. As a grassroots, activist community 
center, JOH provides direct services to all LGBTQ individuals in Jerusalem and its 
surrounding communities, while working to secure LGBTQ rights in Israeli 
society at large. With a constituency as diverse as the city itself, the JOH 
transcends political, ethnic and religious boundaries to build and unite a 
community in pursuit of the common goal of tolerance and mutual support. 
 
II. Shorashim  
Meet with representatives of Shorashim, an NGO active in promoting Jewish-
Arab co-existence.  Meet with Palestinian activist and pacifist, Ali Abu Awwad. 
He is the founder of Al Tariq (The Way), which teaches the principles of 
nonviolent resistance to Palestinian men, women, and children. Hear from 
Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger who, together with Awwad, formed Shorashim, a 
group based in the West Bank area of Gush Etzion to promote dialog and 
eventually trust between Israelis and Palestinian as a path to peace. 

 
III. Western Wall Tunnel Tour in the Old City 
Explore underneath the Old City’s chaotic maze of buildings for a tour through 
an incredible labyrinth of tunnels, arches and passageways that expose 
Jerusalem’s rich history, archeology and topography 

 
1:00 PM Lunch on own in the Jewish Quarter of the Old City, followed by guided walking 

tours of the Jewish Quarter, the Cardo and the Broad Wall 
 
3:00 PM Return to the hotel to prepare for Shabbat  
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5:00 PM  Depart hotel by bus to the Kotel, where we will celebrate Kabbalat Shabbat in 
the newly approved egalitarian section of the Kotel  

 
6:15 PM Proceed on foot to Blaustein Hall  
 
6:57 PM  Shabbat Candle lighting overlooking the Old City  
 

Shabbat dinner in Blaustein Hall with leadership of the Jerusalem Open House 
and invited LGBTQ activists and dignitaries  
 
Shabbat program led by mission participants Cantor Mark Goldman and Rabbi 
D’ror Chankin-Gould  
 
Shabbat Celebration with a performance from leading Israeli Accapella group, 
Kippa Live  
 

OVERNIGHT: DAVID CITADEL OR MAMILLA HOTEL, JERUSALEM 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 28, 2016 
 

Breakfast at leisure in the main hotel dining room 
 
Today will be at leisure in honor of Shabbat. Consider attending optional 
Shabbat services at a local Synagogue or participate in one of the following 
optional activities:  

 
I. Excursion To Masada & The Dead Sea (pre-registration required) 
Ascend Masada via cable car.  Atop a lone rock cliff at the western end of the 
Judean Desert lays Masada, combining natural beauty and deep meaning. 
Together, we will ascend and tour King Herod’s private fortress which, following 
the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple in 70 BCE, became a base for a small 
band of Jewish zealots in revolt against the Romans. Although the rebels held 
their own, they were eventually overcome by siege, and according to historian 
Josephus, chose mass suicide over surrender. Masada has come to symbolize 
the fierce determination of the people of Israel, but its tragic history also raises 
questions about the price of freedom. 
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Swim at the Crowne Plaza Dead Sea Hotel on the shores of the Dead Sea.  At 
1,300 feet below sea level, the Dead Sea is the lowest point on earth. But you 
can make this visit a high point by venturing into the waters for a “float,” 
swimming suspended by the high concentrations of salts and minerals.  

 
II. Walking Tours in Jerusalem (Options): 

 
A. Guided walking Tour of the Jewish Quarter of the Old City. Uncover 
the layers of Jewish history form the time of the First Temple until the 
present day.  
 
B.   Guided walking Tour of Major Christian Sites in Jerusalem. Visit the    
Church of the Holy Sepulcher, Via Dolorosa, Gethsemane and the 
Garden Tomb. 

 
C.   Jerusalem’s “New City”: Trace the first steps of the pioneers of the 
new Jerusalem. Nestling in the shadow of the walls of the Old City of 
Jerusalem, amidst carefully tended gardens, lies Mishkenot 
Sha'ananim, the first Jewish residential neighborhood to be established 
outside the Old City wall to provide a solution to the poverty, filth and 
overcrowding inside the walls of the Old City.  

 
8:19 PM Havdalah on the terrace at the David Citadel Hotel overlooking the Old City  
 
9:15 PM  Dance the night away at a private concert by leading Israeli popstar Ivri Lider at 

Zappa 
 
OVERNIGHT: DAVID CITADEL OR MAMILLA HOTEL, JERUSALEM 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2016 
 
7:30 AM Breakfast in the main hotel dining room   
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9:00 AM  Choose one of the following options:  
   

I. Yad Vashem 
Visit Israel’s national Holocaust museum, Yad Vashem, for a special program 
reliving the Shoah through an LGBTQ lens. We will learn about the unique 
issues, motives and circumstances behind the persecution of LGBTQ individuals 
under the Third Reich. 
 

 
II. Seam Line of Jerusalem guided by Shaul Arieli  
Born in Ashkelon (1959), Shaul is considered to be an “encyclopedia” of the 
Israeli-Palestinian political process, and is one of Israel’s leading experts on the 
demarcation of the future of the Israeli-Palestinian border and the route of the 
Separation Barrier. Since retiring from the IDF in 2001, Arieli has dedicated 
himself to advancing an Israeli-Palestinian permanent status agreement, and 
was amongst the leading negotiators in the process that brought about the 
Geneva Initiative in December 2003.   

 
 
11:30 AM  Depart Jerusalem for the north and visit projects of JFNA partner organizations 

the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) and The Jewish 
Agency for Israel (JAFI) and the Ethiopian National Project (ENP). Lunch will be 
served en route to the North.  

 
BUS 1 

JDC-supported Yevulim Ecological Farm 
Plants and vegetables are not all that flourishes at the Yevulim Farm. For adults 
with stigmatizing disabilities - including mental health conditions, autism, 
cognitive delay and physical challenges - self-confidence, social skills and 
optimism grow here, too. Meet several program participants who will share 
their experiences. Learn about the six month course where participants are 
taught about ecological conservation, gardening, farming, cooking, and being an 
informed consumer – developing key skills for successful employment, and 
independent, productive living in the community.  
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JFNA-supported 'Social Venture Fund' in Nazareth: Arab entrepreneurship in 
Israel: NGT3 technology incubator in Nazareth 
Tour of NGT3 (New Generation Technology), a bio-tech incubator jointly 
initiated by the Israeli Chief Scientists Office and private investors. Meet with 
the Incubator's Director and a number of inspiring Arab entrepreneurs who are 
in various phases of advancing startups. Learn about some of the startups, such 
as Metalotherapy, a new nanotechnology start up initiated by a young Arab 
woman named Amal Ayoub which uses nanoparticles of gold to fight cancer. 
Learn about a joint Jewish-Arab start up called Nurami Medical, initiated by an 
Arab woman and a Jewish man, that develops special patches to use after brain 
surgery. 

 
BUS 2 

 
Visit Safed (Tzfat), the city at the highest altitude in Israel, and known as a major 
center of Kabbalah, Jewish mysticism. Safed’s mystical aura adds to its special 
status as one of Israel’s four holy cities, along with Jerusalem, Tiberias and 
Hebron. Take a stroll through the blue painted alleys of this mystical city and 
learn about the origins of Kabbalah, the famous rabbis who lived here and the 
artist’s community that remains. . 

 
Visit the C’na’an Jewish Agency-run Ethiopian Absorption Center and meet 
with immigrants (olim) supported by a wide range of acculturation services 
tailored to this community. As of January 2014, about 6,300 immigrants live in 
one of the 17 absorption centers dedicated to Ethiopian immigrants. They will 
share their personal stories and experiences as new olim in Israel.  

 
BUS 3 

 
ENP SPACE Scholastic Assistance: Dreaming Together 
Meet ENP’s amazing participants in the ENP SPACE Scholastic Assistance 
Program, and be inspired by the staff that leads these children to success. 
Participate in an interactive activity with students as you learn about them and 
their families. The ENP SPACE Scholastic Assistance Program provides Ethiopian-
Israeli youth with intensive after school scholastic assistance to improve their 
academic performance.   
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JDC - Arab Employment Program Center  
Chronic unemployment rates among Israeli Arabs and minorities are far higher 
than that of the national average. Learn how JDC is enhancing employment and 
financial independence within these communities. Talk with individuals who 
have become active earners and breadwinners for their families. Learn how 
JDC's strategy has evolved from building community infrastructures  (such as its 
network of Arab Employment Centers) to removing barriers in higher education 
in order to encourage their integration in high-quality and lucrative 
employment. 

 
7:30 PM Join IDF soldiers and officers for dinner and an evening event at Kibbutz 

HaGoshrim 
 
OVERNIGHT: KIBBUTZ HAGOSHRIM 
 

MONDAY, MAY 30, 2016 
 
7:00 AM  Breakfast in the main hotel dining room 
 
8:15 AM  Security Briefing by Avi Melamed focusing on strategic issues facing Israel. Avi is 

an independent Strategic Intelligence Analyst and regional expert specializing in 
the current affairs of the Arab and Muslim world and its impact on Israel and 
the Middle East   

 
9:00 AM Depart by bus for jeep rides or ATV tours through the Golan Heights  

Together with your guide you will be introduced to the Upper Galilee and Golan 
Heights via the military history highlighting the 1967 Six Day War and the 1973 
Yom Kippur War: We will board jeeps and travel on the Golan Heights, one of 
Israel’s most beautiful and strategic regions. Discover first-hand the strategic 
importance of the area as you climb the Heights, affording you a bird’s-eye view 
of Israel’s expansive Hula Valley below.  

 
11:10 AM  Together with Avi Melamed visit Mt. Bental, a dormant volcano in the northern 

Golan Heights that was once a strategic army lookout point on the Syrian 
border, near Kibbutz Merom Golan and today offers a spectacular panoramic 
view of Syria, Lebanon and Northeastern Israel.  
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12:00 PM  Lunch at HaBikta Restaurant in Mitzpe LaShalom (The Peace Vista), located on 
the edge of a cliff in the south of the Golan Heights overlooking Lake Kinneret, 
otherwise known as the Sea of Galilee 

 
1:45 PM Depart Mitzpe LaShalom for Tel Aviv and visit projects of JFNA partner 

organizations, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) and The 
Jewish Agency for Israel and World ORT. 

 
 
 Bus 1  

World ORT Kadima Mada - Kadoorie School: 
Visit the Kadoorie School in the Lower Galilee, affiliated with Kadima Mada and 
renowned for being open to young students from all countries, cultures and 
religions. Kadoorie is a melting pot of cultures in an environment which 
balances old and new, and reflects the principles followed by the State of Israel 
itself. Meet with a group of student refugees from Eritrea and hear their 
personal stories and experiences of fleeing the country through the Sudanese 
desert towards the Sinai desert, where many were caught, incarcerated and 
sometimes even severely abused, both physically and emotionally.  
 
Circassian Museum 
Take a tour through the Circassian Museum for a unique introduction to 
Circassian culture.  Taste Circassian food, see an exhibit of traditional tools and 
clothes (including live modeling of the clothes), watch a video presentation of 
Circassian folklore, visit a traditional “Hahn” or village hall, and hear a live 
lecture on the fascinating history and traditions of the Circassians. 

 
BUS 2 

Visit JDC-supported Center for Independent Living (CIL) 
Visit the Israel Unlimited Center for Independent Living and learn how this 
multi-service facility for people with disabilities, run by people with disabilities, 
is offering assistance to approximately 1,500 individuals.  Hear from staff, 
volunteers and clients, and learn how people with all types of disabilities find 
common ground and kinship as they utilize the center.  
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ENP Youth Outreach Center in Nesher (near Haifa)  
Visit ENP’s Youth Outreach Center in Nesher, one of the most active centers 
throughout the country. With over 55 active youth participants, the center has 
become a focal point of the community and a “home away from home” for the 
city’s Ethiopian-Israeli youth. Participate in an intimate interactive activity that 
youth participants thrive on! From a hip hop dance lesson to a cooking class, an 
arts and crafts activity (make juggling balls then learn to juggle!), photography 
lesson or a bit of community gardening, get a taste of ENP’s greenhouses for 
future leaders of Israel!  

 
BUS 3 

JFNA-supported 'Social Venture Fund' in Nazareth's new Industrial Park 
Visit the JFNA-supported 'Social Venture Fund' in Nazareth's new Industrial 
Park, and witness the surprisingly booming high-tech scene established by one 
of Israel’s legendary industrialist, Steff Wertheimer.  Meet with Reem Younis, a 
bio-tech entrepreneur and co-founder of Alpha Omegas, one of the first Arab 
high tech companies in Israel.  

 
JAFI Net@ in Nazareth 
Learn about Net@, a joint program of the Jewish Agency, Cisco Networking 
Academy, Keren Hayesod and Appleseeds Academy to promote excellence in 
technology and social leadership. Net@ provides computer skills training for 
teens in grades 9-12 from Israel’s social and geographic periphery so they can 
be certified as computer and network technicians. Compared with other high 
school students in their cities or towns, Net@ participants are 50 percent more 
likely to earn a bagrut (matriculation) diploma. 

 
7:30 PM  Check in to the David Intercontinental Hotel, Tel Aviv  
 

Dinner on own and free night in Tel Aviv 
 
OVERNIGHT: DAVID INTERCONTINENTAL, TEL AVIV 

 
TUESDAY, MAY 31, 2016 
 
7:00 AM  Breakfast in the main hotel dining room  
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8:00 AM  Panel discussion showcasing how Federations are engaging the LGBTQ 

community led by mission participants and Federation professional staff 
 
9:15 AM Choose one of the following options: 
 

I. Nachalat Binyamin 
Admire splendid examples of the international style architecture of the 1920's 
and ‘30's as you stroll through Nachalat Binyamin, a pedestrian mall lined with 
outdoor cafes, shops and a bustling arts and crafts fair 
 
II. Segway or Bike Tours 
Segway or bike along the Tel Aviv promenade and enjoy beautiful views of the 
Mediterranean Sea   
 

11:00 AM          Free Time  
 
12:45 PM  Lunch at Maganda Yemenite, a restaurant in the Kerem HaTeimanim 

neighborhood of Tel Aviv  
 
2:15 PM Breakout panel discussions: four thought-provoking topics: 

There will be two back-to-back breakout sessions with identical meeting topics. 
Sessions will include a speaker panel with moderator. Each panel will be 1 hour 
and 15 minutes with a 15-minute break in between. 
 
I. Key Opportunities and Challenges for Israel's LGBTQ Community: 
How does Israel build on the remarkable progress of the past 25 years? What 
are the key issues confronting the community today? Meet with the current 
leaders of Israel's leading LGBTQ organizations, including The Aguda and 
Jerusalem Open House, as well as some of the most prominent leaders who 
have worked for decades on behalf of the LGBTQ community. Panelists include:  

 
Etai Pinkas, the “statesman” of Israel’s LGBT community and current             

  member of the TLV City Council and former chair of The Aguda 
Michal Eden, Leading LGBT rights attorney, former TLV City Council 
member and founder of Bet D’ror, a shelter for LGBTQ youth who have 
been thrown out of their homes 



 

 
*Itinerary is tentative and subject to change  

 
 

Yaniv Weizman, current member of TLV City Council and co-founder of 
Israel Gay Youth (IGY) 
Chen Arieli, current co-chair of The Aguda 
Elisha Alexander, Founder of Ma’avarim, Israel’s leading Transgender 

organization 

 
II. LGBTQ “Celebrity Panel”:  Voices in Israeli Culture and Media:  
LGBTQ voices are having an impact on Israeli arts, culture and media in areas 
including film, television, radio and comedy, and their work and visibility are 
changing society. Meet with several of the community’s leading cultural icons, 
who will share their unique perspectives:  

 
Gal Uchovsky, Film Producer and Journalist 
Gil Hovav, Celebrity Chef and TV personality 
Aviad Kissos, Gay Radio Personality 
Asi Levi, Israeli actress 

 
III. Growth of the Religious LGBTQ Community 
The last decade has seen an enormous growth in LGBTQ visibility and activism in 
Israel's Orthodox Jewish communities. Meet with a number of leaders who are 
at the forefront of this groundbreaking change. Hear about some of the 
challenges facing them and opportunities for future success. Panelists include:  

 
Daniel Jonas, Chair, Havruta 
Zehorit Sorek, Founder, Pride Minyan 
Nadav Schwartz, Havruta 
Avigail Sperber, Founder, Bat Kol  
Yehoshua ‘Joshua’ Gertler 

 
IV. Transgender Issues in Israel 
The "T" in LGBTQ is no longer invisible in Israel, and this past year's Tel Aviv 
Pride Celebration carried the theme of "Transgender Visibility." Meet with the 
key activists that are leading this community forward and hear about their plans 
for the future. Panelists include:  
 

Nora Grinberg, Former Chair of the Aguda and the first transgender 
person to lead a national LGBT organization  
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Bell Agam  
Mikey Elroy 
Nina Halevi  

 
5:00 PM  Cocktail Reception at the Hilton Hotel in Tel Aviv, together with leaders of 

Israel’s LGBTQ business, political, media & arts communities, as well as 
dignitaries throughout Israel  

 
7:00 PM  Movie Clips from Eytan Fox, Israeli filmmaker and key figure of Israeli cinema  

8:30 PM  Women’s Reception  

8:30 PM Free Night Out on the Town  

OVERNIGHT: DAVID INTERCONTINENTAL, TEL AVIV 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 2016 

7:30 AM  Breakfast in the main hotel dining room  
 
8:30 AM Hear from Yossi Klein Halevi, senior fellow at the Shalom Hartman Institute in 

Jerusalem.  
10:00 AM  Choose from one of three track programs: 

Lunch will be included in the track programs. Options Include:  
 
I. Israel and the Arts 

Visit with top-tier Israeli contemporary artists in their studios in Tel Aviv & Jaffa: 
Adi Nes, Sigalit Landau, Michal Rovner and Barry Fryedlander, culminating with 
a VIP tour of the Tel Aviv Museum of Art’s award-winning new wing with Ami 
Nemlich, its architect.  

II. Startup Nation 

Meet Ed Frank, CEO of Axis Innovation, and several other young Israeli high-tech 
CEOs of start-up companies and hear about their innovative ideas for wide-
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ranging fields such as cyber security, Internet Of Things (IOT) and Financial 
Technology (Fintech).  

III. LGBTQ Track 

Visit the LGBTQ center in Gan Meir, dialogue with the board and staff of the 
Aguda, meet with members of Israel Gay Youth (IGY), hear from leaders and 
volunteers at Hoshen about the power of sharing personal stories, meet with 
the leaders of KALA and visit Bet D’ror, the first therapeutic emergency center 
for LGBT youth in Israel.  

6:30 PM Depart hotel for Herzliya Pituach 
 
7:00 PM  Dinner reception with US Ambassador Dan Shapiro and his wife Julie Fisher, at 

their residence  
 
OVERNIGHT: DAVID INTERCONTINENTAL, TEL AVIV 
 
 

THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 2016 

8:00 AM  Breakfast in the main hotel dining room 

9:00 AM  Tour Independence Hall, one of the first homes in Tel Aviv and the private home 
of Meir Dizengoff, where the People’s Council gathered to hear David Ben 
Gurion proclaim the establishment of the State of Israel.  

12:00 PM Tour the Yitzhak Rabin Center, a living and active memorial to the life and 
values important to Yitzhak Rabin—democracy, tolerance, social responsibility 
and peace—and a place where the lessons of the past are applied through 
educating Israel’s future generations. 

12:30 PM  Closing program and lunch at The Rabin Center followed by reflection sessions 
by bus 

6:00 PM Festive Farewell Pride Party at Otzarin in Old Jaffa marking the official end of 
our mission  

Off to Tel Aviv Pride! 


