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A NOTE FROM OUR LEADERSHIP

In my last column, I welcomed back Regional Director Tiffany Yankovich from maternity 
leave. Sadly, it is now time to say goodbye as she has taken a position with the National 

Conference of Synagogue Youth as their Development Director for the New York  
region. Tiffany was part of the Network team for more than five years and all of us will 
miss her energy, enthusiasm and dedication. I am working closely with Brian Abrahams, 
JFNA’s new Senior Vice President for Financial Resource Development, to fill her  
position with an equally skilled and talented professional. 

While some Network communities have recently merged with nearby larger Federations, we continue 
to develop new communities and reach out to Small City Federations that better align with us.  
In addition to Oxford, Mississippi, I am pleased to announce that Sedona, Arizona has joined the  
Network, along with former Small City Federations Canton, Ohio, Binghamton, New York (previously 
known as Broome County) and Brevard County, Florida.
 
We have confirmed that more than twenty Network leaders will be attending the General Assembly 
November 13 – 15 in Washington, D.C. and participating in the Network’s GA+ program. The special 
meeting with Dimona’s Mayor Beny Bitton and the Jewish Agency for Israel Southern Region Partner-
ship Director, Eitan Shaul, will give our attendees a more in-depth understanding of our signature 
Lunch and Learn program. The private briefings with the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
and the Jewish Agency for Israel professional leadership will address critical needs in Israel and around the 
world, including the difficult situation in Ukraine and the increasing problems in Venezuela and Turkey.
 
As we approach the end of the 2016 Annual Campaign, I want to thank those of you who have already 
contributed. Your gift is truly transforming thousands of Jewish lives locally and globally. If you have 
not yet made your donation, there is a pledge form on page seven for your convenience.
 

B’virkat chaverim, 

Danny
Danny Nathanson, Executive Director

P.S.  As an Angeleno, I look forward to being with you at the General Assembly in Los Angeles, 
November 12 – 14, 2017. Please put it on your calendars.

As a fifth-generation New Orleans native, I have a special place in my 
heart for southern Jewish communities. I’m so pleased to share that 

we have a brand new Network community in Oxford, Mississippi. Home of 
the state university and an award-winning football team, it is also home to a 
growing Jewish community with a plethora of Shabbat, holiday and cultural 
programming. You can read more about the opportunities and challenges 
facing the budding Jewish community on the back cover. 

Plans for the visit of Mayor Beny Bitton, our partner in the Lunch and Learn program in 
Dimona, Israel, are underway. The Mayor has been instrumental in helping us extend the 
school day and provide lunch for nearly 500 at-risk children in Dimona. A number of our 
Network family members had the opportunity to meet the mayor and witness the program 
in action on this summer’s mission with the Huntington, WV community. We are thrilled 
that Mayor Bitton will be speaking at an exclusive meeting for Network participants at the 
General Assembly (GA) and will be visiting Network communities before and after the 
conference on the East Coast. 

The fall kicked off with an action-packed International Lion of Judah Conference, and, as 
I’m writing this, we are preparing for the GA conference in mid-November. I’m sure we  
will have a successful Network showing. I hope you will mark your calendar for next year’s 
GA in sunny Los Angeles from November 12-14, 2017. 

The Network of Independent Communities belongs to all of us. If want to become  
more involved or have ideas to share, you can contact me directly at  
networkchair@JewishFederations.org. 

Until next time, 

Julie
Julie Wise Oreck, Network Chair
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After more than a year of planning, I spent a week in July chairing a mission 

traveling across central and southern Israel, meeting a range of Israeli leaders 

who do mitzvot every day. The Federation mission was comprised of ten individuals 

from the Network, ranging in age from 49-75, who came from small Jewish  

communities in West Virginia and Indiana. Some of us had never left this country 

while others were regular travelers to Israel.  

The goal for the week was to visit some of the 
country’s most disadvantaged citizens, many of 
whom receive assistance from Jewish Federa-
tions. These beneficiaries include Israeli Arabs, 
vulnerable immigrants, children and youth at 
risk, the elderly and people with disabilities. 
Through our site visits to a number of these 
populations, the group truly realized the extent 
of Federations’ accomplishments and the needs 
that still remain amongst these communities.

There is no better place to spend Shabbat than 
in Jerusalem. I invited a “lone soldier” – that is, 
a military person without immediate family in 
Israel – to join our group for Shabbat dinner in 
Jerusalem. Naftali, a 20-year-old from New York, 
is just one of the nearly 6,000 lone soldiers 
from America, Europe and elsewhere, who are 
currently serving in the Israel Defense Forces. 
The Federation system enhances their experi-
ence by providing them with meals, housing 
assistance and holiday celebrations with adop-
tive families during their time of service. Naftali 
admitted that while he enjoyed Shabbat hospital-
ity, he is looking forward to his 30-day break, a 
benefit provided to lone soldiers, when he would 
be able to fly home to his own family.   

Later in the week we had an opportunity to 
travel to our partnership community, Dimona, 
to hear about the Lunch and Learn program for 
at-risk children, one of Network’s signature 
programs. We met with the mayor, Beny Bitton, 
who was enthusiastic about this supplemental 
school program that touches the lives of 500 

local students annually, and spoke about the 
difference this support makes to the entire 
Dimona community. The mayor is excited to 
have the opportunity to meet more Network 
community members when he speaks at the 
General Assembly this November and visits 
some of our East Coast communities.   

On our last day in Israel we visited the Beit 
Canada Absorption Center in Ashdod where  
we had coffee with ten new immigrants from 
Ukraine, Russia, Turkey, Brazil and Argentina. 
According to the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), 
there are currently 60,000 Jews living in hostile 
environments where their Jewish identities put 
them at risk daily. We had a poignant encounter 
with Lea and Moshe who had recently made 
aliyah from Istanbul with their daughter. A mere 
day after our visit there was an attempted coup 
in Turkey that left thousands dead, giving rise to 
instability that underscored the necessity of the 
couple’s move. At the time of our meeting in 
July, Lea was five months pregnant and confided 
in us that the best future for her family is in Israel.

When I boarded the airplane for the trip home,  
I felt tremendous pride in all of the ways that the 
Federation system is touching people’s lives. By 
assisting lone soldiers, children at risk and new 
immigrants, we have affected real change in the 
daily lives of Israelis. All ten of us returned to 
our communities with a stronger connection to 
Israel and with a renewed determination to 
make a difference, together. 

HUNTINGTON, WV 
TRAVELS TO ISRAEL

BY LINDA KLEIN – MEMBER, NETWORK ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Top to bottom: 

Jamez Morris-Smith and Sam Kincaid in Southern  
District, Israel.

Steven Snyder, Rabbi Jean Eglinton, Herman Glaser, Tour 
Guide Reuven Zusman, Network Advisory Committee 
Member Linda Klein, Maurice Hartz, Regional Director 
Rachel Levy, Suzanne Hartz, Jamez Morris-Smith, Sam 
Kincaid, and Tom Kramer in Tel Aviv, Israel.

Rabbi Jean Eglinton, Restaurant Employee, Network 
Advisory Committee Member Linda Klein and Herman 
Glaser in Sderot, Israel.

Back Row: Steven Snyder, Jamez Morris-Smith, Dimona 
Dignitary, Sam Kincaid, Rabbi Jean Eglinton, Maurice 
Hartz, Suzanne Hartz, Tour Guide Reuven Zusman, Tom 
Kramer, JAFI Southern Partnership Director Eitan Shaul, 
Front Row: Network Advisory Committee Member Linda 
Klein, Herman Glaser, Mayor Beny Bitton, and Regional 
Director Rachel Levy.

MURAL  
“ILLUSTRATES” ENDURANCE 

OF VERMONT JEWS
BY NAOMI BARTH, ASSOCIATE REGIONAL DIRECTOR/COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR, JFNA/NETWORK OF INDEPENDENT COMMUNITIES

While Vermont has a vibrant Jewish community, with an estimated 6,000 

Jews, it is not the first place that comes to mind when considering Eastern 

European Jewish folk art. But a painted wooden mural now located in Burlington’s 

Ohavi Zedek Synagogue is a treasure that might be the only one of its kind in the 

entire country.

“The Lost Shul Mural,” as it has 
come to be known, was painted  
in 1910 by Ben Zion Black, a 
Lithuanian artist who was paid 
$200 (the modern-day equiva-
lent of approximately $5,000) for 
the mural situated above the ark 
in Burlington’s Chai Adam 
Synagogue. Painted in oil on 
plaster and measuring roughly 
twelve feet high and twenty feet 
across, the mural was created in 
the synagogue painting tradition 
common in Lithuania, Poland 
and Ukraine.

With many similarly-designed 
contemporaneous synagogues 
since destroyed by the Holocaust, weather 
damage, or simple neglect, the mural is 
praised by art historians as one of the rare 
surviving examples of this type of art in the 
world.  The artwork has been described as  
“a symbol of hope over despair, and freedom 
over oppression,” and as a “visual Kaddish.”

How has the Lost Shul Mural survived? The 
answer lies with archivist Aaron Goldberg. 

Goldberg had the foresight to protect the 
mural behind a false wall in 1986, when the 
former synagogue was being converted into 
apartments. In 2012, after having visited 
Lithuania and recognizing the mural’s 
importance as a rare “survivor,” Goldberg  
and others convinced the building’s owner  
to let them reopen the wall and rediscover  
the lost work. 

Since then the mural was safely conserved, 
extracted and relocated to the nearby Ohavi 
Zedek Synagogue, with the help of a team  
of conservators, architects, plaster experts, 
engineers, and fundraisers. 

While the Lost Shul Mural is  
an Old World remnant, it is  
also a testament to the spirit 
and mettle of Vermont Jews. 
Burlington’s first synagogue 
was founded in the late 19th 
century by a handful of Lithua-
nian Jews who had escaped 
pogroms in their home country 
and begun life anew in Vermont. 
And the mural was hidden and 
largely saved by the tenacity  
of Aaron Goldberg, a sixth 
generation Burlington Jew, who 
was intent on preserving the 
heritage of a civilization. 

While the Lost Shul Mural 
evidences a European Jewish 

community and artistic style largely lost, it 
recalls the vitality of individuals which will 
not soon be forgotten. 

Videos of the conservation effort and the move  
to Ohavi Zedek Synagogue are available at  
lostshulmural.org.
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The anti-Israel movement for Boycotts, Divestment, 

and Sanctions (BDS) is an international effort that 

seeks to create conditions for a world without the Jewish 

state. The goal of the BDS movement goes well beyond 

causing economic harm to Israel. Boycotts, divestment, 

and sanctions are often seen as positive tools for change. 

However, these tactics have been co-opted by anti-Israel 

activists to isolate the country as a pariah nation and to 

normalize anti-Zionism as a valid movement for justice.

Today the BDS movement couches its political 

agenda within the progressive language of 

human rights, justice and equality. Regardless of 

the form it takes, this agenda still seeks to isolate 

Israel politically, economically and culturally,  

and the platform ultimately challenges Israel’s 

existence as a Jewish state. This is due to the fact 

that the international organizing umbrella of the 

BDS movement calls for an influx of millions  

of Palestinians to all of Israel, making Jews a 

minority and effectively ending Jewish self- 

determination in that land. Though leaders may 

claim to be interested in an equitable and 

peaceful solution, the BDS movement clearly works to undermine  

the concept of two states for two peoples. 

BDS activists work to build inroads with progressive entities they 

believe will be sympathetic to their cause – college campuses, graduate 

student organizing bodies, labor unions, academic associations, 

mainline Protestant churches and other legislative bodies.

In 2010, the Israel Action Network (IAN), a joint strategic initiative  

of JFNA in partnership with the Jewish Council for Public Affairs 

(JCPA), was created to help communities deal with the fight against 

delegitimization of Israel, including the BDS movement. IAN provides 

strategic resources and educates, organizes, mobilizes and provides 

affirmative campaigns and initiatives to our grassroots network so it 

can restrain the growth of anti-Israel activity on campus, in faculty  

associations, churches and government, as well as other settings where 

these issues may arise. To accomplish these goals, IAN provides the 

Federation system, Jewish Community Relations Councils and both 

Jewish and non-Jewish allies with effective tools, best practices, rapid 

responses, advocacy training and campaign mobilization resources  

and capacity. 

As campuses tends to be the battleground for most BDS activity,  

IAN works closely with Hillel International and the Israel on Campus 

Coalition (ICC) to strategize best practices for campus activity and 

connect communities to their campuses. 

In February IAN moved into the JFNA offices 

directly next to the Network community staff, 

giving them an opportunity to work together on 

behalf of Network communities. IAN works on  

a multitude of fronts to combat anti-Israel 

activity and is available to work with Network 

communities if BDS activity arises or if leader-

ship wants to proactively engage the community 

with greater education on this issue. 

Last spring, Ethan Felson, Executive Director  

of IAN, spoke at a meeting in Harrisburg, PA, with members of the 

York Network community participating, in an effort to help address 

local anti-Israel billboards and provided in depth training for their 

leadership. In December, Stephanie Hausner, IAN Director of Commu-

nity Strategy, will visit Erie, PA, to run a program for their leadership 

on BDS. IAN staff have also helped Ithaca, NY with BDS issues.

In addition to running programs for your communities around a host 

of issues related to Israel, IAN staff members are available to answer 

questions or provide resources related to BDS. If you would like  

to know more, please contact your Regional Director or Stephanie 

Hausner, Director of Community Strategy, at Stephanie.Hausner@

JewishFederations.org. 

ISRAEL ACTION NETWORK:  
A STRATEGIC INITIATIVE

BY STEPHANIE HAUSNER, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY STRATEGY AND 
SHIRA DICKER, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS, ISRAEL ACTION NETWORK

Return this pledge card or go to  
jfna.org/network to donate today. 

Growing up in synagogues, our understanding of Jewish values is often shaped 

by the music shared by song leaders and musicians. The words of inspired 

poetry, Torah and Talmud echo in our song sessions and services. A verse that I 

remember clearly and fondly is one from Debbie Friedman’s “And the Youth Shall 

See Visions.”  In my youth we sat cross-legged in a circle, shyly and quietly singing 

along with the words. As the music became more and more familiar, our confi-

dence grew and soon we were belting out in unison: 

“ Today’s the day I take my stand, the future’s 
mine to hold. Commitments that I make today 
are dreams from days of old. I have to make the 
way for generations come and go. I’ll have to teach 
them what I’ve learned so they will come to know.”

As Jewish adults, we are able to hear more 
than merely the tunes in our heads; we are 
able to finally comprehend the lyrics of songs 
like these. Debbie Friedman’s words speak of 
the hard choices that we make not only for 
ourselves but for the next generation. Too 
often we forget the substantial influence we 
have over our students and our children; we 
forget that what we say they parrot, and what 
we do they mimic. The choices that we make 
are in reality stances that we take, following 
either paths of self-interest or paths of Jewish 

values such as gemilut chasadim (acts of 
loving kindness), tzedakah (charity and social 
justice), and tikkun olam (repairing the world). 

JFNA follows all three of these core values 
and the Network has raised over $80 million 
dollars in the past 12 years to help Jewish 
people all over the world. As a result, Federa-
tion has been able to reach out and provide 
care to Jewish men, women and children 
who have basic survival needs, require 
emotional and education assistance and,  
in dire cases, need rescue from natural  
or manmade disasters. 

Simply put, the work of JFNA is the work of
the Jewish people, using the generous tzedakah 
received to pursue tikkun olam, and thus

providing the world with gemilut chasadim. 
Our students and children don’t intrinsically 
know how to identify Jewish values or how to 
relate them to an assimilated world. It’s our 
job to teach them by example.   

As we approach the holiday season, with 
Thanksgiving and Chanukah on the horizon, 
we should remember that these are not just 
opportunities to celebrate and follow our 
sacred customs, but also occasions to teach 
the next generation how to repair our world 
and how to act with justice. As the song goes, 
“We must live for today; we must build for 
tomorrow…” As Jews, and as supporters of 
JFNA and its work, we should never miss an 
opportunity to do so.

Each year, essential services and programs in Israel and in  
70 countries around the world are sustained by your support. 

Enclosed is my donation for: 
 $500      $360       $180      $100      $36      Other ________
 Check Enclosed    Charge my credit card    Visa    M/C    Amex

  I am interested in learning how I can benefit by perpetuating my gift to the Annual Campaign.
Please  send me information   contact me by phone   email me

Please detach form and mail with donation made p ayable to The Jewish Federations of  
North America to: JFNA/Network, 25 Broadway, Ste 1700, New York, NY 10004

Name of Cardholder    Signature

Email     Telephone #

Address 

City      State  Zip

Card #              Card Validation Code*         Exp. Date

Employer (some employers have matching gifts programs) 
*3 digit, non-embossed number on back of a Visa or Mastercard or a 4 digit, non-embossed number on front of American Express.
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HOLIDAYS BRING OPPORTUNITY
BY RABBI MICHAEL HARVEY, HEBREW CONGREGATION OF ST THOMAS, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS
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THE JEWISH FEDERATIONS OF NORTH AMERICA NETWORK ANNUAL CAMpAIGN

Pursuant to state regulations regarding charitable solicitations, we are required to include certain disclosure language on printed solicitations. 
A copy of the latest Financial Report and Registration filed by this organization may be obtained by contacting Joseph Stalbow at The Jewish Federations of North America, Inc., 25 Broadway, Suite 1700, New York, NY 
10004-1010, 212-284-6500, or by contacting any of the state agencies: 
Florida:  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE, 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.  REGISTRATION DOES 
NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. CH-951
Maryland: Documents and information submitted under the Maryland Solicitations Act are also available, for the cost of postage and copies from the Secretary of State, State House, Annapolis, MD 21401.
Mississippi: The official registration and financial information of The Jewish Federations of North America, Inc. may be obtained from the Mississippi Secretary of State’s office by calling 1-888-236-6167. Registration by 
the Secretary of State does not imply endorsement.
New Jersey:  INFORMATION FILED WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE PERCENTAGE OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY DURING THE LAST REPORTING PERIOD THAT 
WERE DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING 973-504-6215 AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT http://www.njconsumeraf-
fairs.gov/ocp.htm#charity. REGISTRATION WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT.
New York:  Office of the Attorney General, Department of Law, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, New York 10271.
North Carolina:  Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Section at 1-888-830-
4989. The license is not an endorsement by the state.
Pennsylvania:  The official registration and financial information of The Jewish Federations of North America, Inc., may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 
1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
Virginia: State Division of Consumer Affairs, Department of Agricultural and Consumer Services, PO Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218. 
Washington: Charities Division, Office of the Secretary of State, State of Washington, Olympia, WA 98504-0422, 1-800-332-4483. 
West Virginia: Residents may obtain a summary from the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305.
Registration with any state agency does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

TACOMA MAN MEMORIALIZES 
GRANDPARENTS

BY NAOMI BARTH, ASSOCIATE REGIONAL DIRECTOR/COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR, JFNA/NETWORK OF INDEPENDENT COMMUNITIES

It’s well known in Tacoma, Washington’s Jewish community 

that Henry Haas is committed to the Jewish future. He has 

lived in the city for over 60 years and he and his wife Kate 

are good standing members of Temple Beth El, Kate having 

served as a recent president. Henry is the longtime campaign 

chair for the Tacoma Jewish Community Fund, raising money 

for those in need locally, in Israel and around the world. 

What some may not know is that Henry is just as 
committed to preserving the Jewish past. When he 
was an infant, he and his parents escaped Nazi 
Germany to Shanghai. Henry and his father, John, 
and mother, Gerda, survived the war years in the 
East with the help of the United Jewish Appeal, a 
JFNA predecessor organization which provided 
food, education, vocational training, hospitals  
and an emigration office to some 15,000 Jewish 
refugees. The family found its way to a new life  
on America’s West Coast after the war. 

“I have been motivated to work for the Federation 
campaign for the past 25 years due to my personal experience,” said 
Henry, in explaining his longtime involvement. “When we came from 
Shanghai to America, we were sponsored by HIAS [a beneficiary 

agency of JFNA’s predecessor organization]. My key motivation is the 
realization that, as Jews, we need to support each other.”

Henry and Kate visited Berlin in 2009 under the auspices of a  
German governmental program, and learned of the stolperstein (literally: 
“stumbling stone or blocks”), a project by artist Gunter Demnig that 
memorializes the victims of Nazism by installing a commemorative 
brass plaque in the pavement in front of their last address. To date, 
45,000 of these stones have been erected in cities across Europe, 
collectively forming the largest Holocaust memorial in the world. 

The couple felt so moved by the project that they 
installed three stones in front of Henry’s former 
family home in Berlin, in memory of Henry’s 
maternal grandparents, Paula Rosenthal Buch-
heim and Max Buchheim, and in memory of 
Henry’s paternal uncle, Herbert Haas, who had 
lived in the same building. The ceremony to unveil 
the stones concluded with the recitation of the 
Mourner’s Kaddish.

“The event struck me personally and emotionally 
as an appropriate final goodbye and recognition of 

my grandparents and my uncle,” said Henry. “For my entire life I had 
the knowledge that my relatives had been murdered, but we never had 
a formalized event or mechanism to give them a burial or a funeral 
until this deeply moving ceremony.”

In May 2016, Lincoln, Nebraska’s South Street Temple re-

ceived a phoned-in bomb threat. “…it was only one call. Of 

course that is one too many,” said the synagogue’s Rabbi 

Craig Lewis. “It seems to have been just a prank, but we 

are still using extra vigilance…it is never easy to hear some-

one say they are going to kill you.” The Temple leadership 

called Homeland Security and their regional Anti-Defamation 

League office for support, but they were unaware of Secure 

Community Network (SCN), the national non-profit 

homeland security initiative of JFNA and the Conference of 

Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations that 

was created expressly for this purpose.

SCN is the central address for 
law enforcement, homeland 
security and community 
organizations to focus on the 
safety and security of Jewish 
institutions and communities 
across North America. Their 
goal is to empower individuals 
and organizations to establish  
a culture of security awareness, 
preparedness and resiliency 
throughout the community. 

They work to create a coordinated approach for community-wide 
notifications, crisis management and security measures. 

Even if your community never receives a threat, you can take advantage 
of SCN’s resources to keep safe your local houses of worship, Jewish 
Community Centers and camps. They offer a guide for students to stay 
safe on college campuses, daily alerts and updates on security issues 
around the world, and more. Most importantly, if your community ever 
receives a threat, they are there to respond, assist and support you. 
Check out SCN’s website at scnus.org to get started thinking about 
safety and security today.

HOW TO KEEP OUR NETWORK 
COMMUNITIES SAFE

Communities big and small are aware that the unpredictable and the 
unthinkable can happen anywhere. How can a small community take 
reasonable precautions? Here’s what you can do: 

1.  Be aware of your surroundings. Encourage members of your  
community to be more alert. Look around. Is someone sitting  
in a car who shouldn’t be there? 

2.  Don’t go out alone. Going to services on Friday evening? Consider 
going as a group.

3.  Be sure that your congregations have well-lit facilities. Make certain 
the parking areas have lights with timers that are set. When walking 
into a building, be sure you walk into light. Interiors should be lit as 
well as exteriors.

4.  Your congregations should consider adopting a serious and  
appropriate security program and regimen.

5. Keep bushes outside the building well-trimmed and low.

6. All buildings should have several exits, but only one keyed entrance.

7.  If your congregation is having a big event, think about using a private 
security force that has an open-ended contract for response purposes. 
Check out what’s available in your communities and establish a 
relationship with a reputable, reliable and experienced firm.

8.  Is your congregation’s alarm system a modern one? New ones have 
panic buttons. Don’t use out-of-date equipment. Consider security 
systems that extend to the parking lot.

9.  Consider carrying a self defense product like pepper spray.  
Educate yourself about when it is lawful and appropriate to use  
it before purchase. 

10.  Attend security classes. Your local police department may  
offer help.

These are not the issues that we want to think about. But we’re becoming 
more aware that tragic events can happen anywhere. Our communities 
can be safer by being alert and taking necessary precautions.

SECURE COMMUNITY NETWORK 
KEEPS OUR COMMUNITIES SAFE

BY RICHARD KLEIN, SOUTHEAST REGIONAL DIRECTOR & TIFFANY YANKOVICH, FORMER REGIONAL DIRECTOR, JFNA/NETWORK OF INDEPENDENT COMMUNITIES



Around Our Communities
Top Row L-R: Saul Nesselroth, Former Regional Director Tiffany Yankovich, Joseph Glasser, Harry Birkenruth, Campaign Chair Sheila Amdur, Carol Lewis and Honey Birkenruth 
in Storrs, CT. President Chris King and congregants in Duluth, MN. President Dr. Don Sawyer, Treasurer Joel Jacobs and Host Dr. Ralph Daniel in Jackson, MS. 

Second Row L-R: Dr. Andy Schneider, Paul & Jennifer Grosswald and JFNA’s Senior Vice President of Financial Resource Development Brian Abrahams at a major donor event 
in Winston-Salem, NC. Guest speaker Linda Scherzer and Julian Guidry in Gulfport, MS. President Joni Winnick, Regional Director Edward J. Finkel and Past President Amy 
Alpert in Stuart, FL. Former Regional Director Tiffany Yankovich and President Mark Jaffee in Lorain, OH.

Third Row L-R: Regional Director Rachel O. Levy, President Elliot Spoon and board members in Lansing, MI. Lion of Judah Gail Greenblatt and Network Chair Julie Wise Oreck 
at the International Lion of Judah Conference in Washington, D.C. Becky Lillianfeld, President Gwen Wallace, Lenny Seidel, Rebecca Goodman and Lou Sherman in Lafayette, IN. 

Fourth Row L-R: Melanie Weiss, Rabbi Rachel Isaacs, Rabbi Darah Lerner, Regional Director Edward J. Finkel, Rabbi Erica Asch and Jewish Agency for Israel Special Advisor 
Idan Peysahovich in Waterville, ME. Four College Hillel Advisor Jonathan Stinson and Associate Regional Director Naomi Barth in Potsdam, NY. Southeast Regional Director 
Richard A. Klein, Campaign Chair Dr. Russ Linden, Lion of Judah Beth Epstein and Fred Epstein in Charlottesville, VA.

Around Our Communities
Top Row L-R: Past President Ken Wald, Regional Director Edward J. Finkel, Jewish Agency for Israel Special Advisor Idan Peysahovich, Hostess Libby Brateman, Executive Director Virginia 
Brissette, Campaign Chair Steve Slutsky, President Dawn Burgess-Krop, Past President Stu Cohn and Treasurer Adam Smith at a major donors event in Gainesville, FL. Rabbi Craig Lewis, 
President Sarah Kelen, Campaign Chair Linda Glaser, President and Board Member Marcia Kushner, Synagogue spiritual leader Nancy Coren and Past President Al Weiss in Lincoln, NE.

Second Row L-R: Executive Coordinator Arlene Gould, Fall for Art Co-founder Judy Polinsky and Fall for Art Co-founder and Committee Chair Barbara Cohen in Kingston, NY.
Sue Worthman, Darlene Levit, Executive Coordinator Arlene Gould, YMCA Director Heidi Kirschner, Fall for Art Co-founder and Committee Chair Barbara Cohen, Sara Beames, 
Sloane Grubard and Randy Mundi in Kingston, NY. Rabbi David Fainsilber and Regional Director Edward J. Finkel in Stowe, VT.

Third Row L-R: Kalamazoo Jewish Federation board members meet with JDC Liaison to the Network Alexandra Shklar in Kalamazoo, MI. Joan Weisberg and Regional Director 
Rachel O. Levy in Huntington, WV. Former Regional Director Tiffany Yankovich and Dr. Richard Kronenberg in Tyler, TX.

Fourth Row L-R: Former Regional Director Tiffany Yankovich, Hosts Steve and Debbie Roosth and JDC Liaison to the Network Alexandra Shklar in Tyler, TX. Basia Jaffee, 
President Sharon Williams, Regional Director Naomi Barth and Board Member Dr. Lisa Propst in Potsdam, NY. Regional Director Edward J. Finkel and Colby Hillel Co-President 
Gabriella Foster in Waterville, ME.
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Home to one of the newest Jewish Federations, Oxford,  

Mississippi is a postcard-like locale, its iconic southern 

settings featured in movies like Home from the Hill and  

Intruder in the Dust. The city hosts University of Mississippi 

(UM), the state’s flagship university fondly referred to as Ole 

Miss. Oxford was also the birthplace of William Faulkner and 

remains a center for literary arts, with a slew of local writers.  

Oxford and UM have had Jewish communities 
since their early days, although today there is no 
synagogue and the last Jewish fraternity disbanded 
in the 1980s. Jewish life in Oxford is shaped by the 
same economic and demographic trends shaping 
Jewish life throughout the South. As historians 
such as Stuart Rockoff of the Institute of Southern 
Jewish Life have documented, the story of southern Jewish life in the 
twentieth century is a story of movement away from small towns,  
where Jewish families once owned small businesses and founded local 
congregations, to larger cities like Memphis, New Orleans and Atlanta.

Today a new chapter in Oxford is beginning. Both the city and the university 
have experienced unprecedented growth in recent years. Enrollment at 
UM has grown by approximately 40% in the last decade, and Oxford’s 
population and economy are also expanding. Jewish life at the university 
and in the town is similarly poised for growth. In 2009, Professor Wendy 
Goldberg and I co-founded a Jewish student organization affiliated with 
Hillel called  the University of Mississippi Jewish Community (UMJC). 
UM students and Jewish faculty members, as well as local families, have 
collaborated to celebrate Shabbat, Chanukah and Passover and to enjoy 
Jewish and Israeli cultural programming.

Our recent success begs the question: how do we sustain, let alone expand, 
Jewish life without the administrative infrastructure and campaign mechanisms 
that sustain and grow Jewish life elsewhere? Furthermore, how can we 
provide religious services for Jewish faculty and religious instruction for 
their children—issues that are key to retaining Jewish faculty? 

We’re addressing these questions with the help of Southeast Regional 
Director Richard Klein and others at JFNA. We now have a board, and  
are in the process of forming a 501(c)(3). We’ll begin our first annual 
campaign shortly, and the expectation is to support local Jewish life in  
all its aspects: religious, cultural, social, and educational. Before long,  
we hope to extend our philanthropy internationally as well, to help  
impoverished and endangered Jews in other places.

WHY WE BECAME 
A FEDERATION

BY DR. JASON SOLINGER, PRESIDENT, JEWISH FEDERATION OF OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI


