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As I wri te 
this column it 
is the day after 
your Federation 
sponsored our 
H o l o c a u s t 
Remembrance 
D a y,  w h i c h 
was  he ld  a t 
Kesher  Z ion 
Synagogue. I want to thank 
Kesher Zion Synagogue for 
hosting this event, as well as 
thank Dr. Minna Bromberg for 
her spiritual leadership. Tammy 
Mitgang did an excellent job 
of facilitating the afternoon’s 
session. My thanks also go to Dan 
Tannenbaum, coordinator of the 
Holocaust Library and Resource 
Center, a partnership between the 
Federation and Albright College. 

I also want to thank Hilde 
Gernsheimer, Ellen Azrael and 
Larry Rotenberg for sharing their 
personal stories. Each story had its 
own sense of sadness, fear and (at 
times) renewed hope and resolve. 
Still, it was difficult to listen to and 
comprehend their stories. If anyone 
has any doubt about the Jewish 
people’s will to survive, one only 
needs to study the Holocaust.   

Although one can study the 
events leading up the Holocaust and 
try to put these events into historical 

and political context, nothing can 
mask the darkest side of human 
behavior.Could one view our ability 
and responsibility to “never forget” as 
an obligation? I think so. No matter 
how hard it is to recall the horrific 
events of the Holocaust, those who 
survived, and the generations that 
followed, have to remember and 
continue to put the events of the 
Holocaust into modern-day context. 
Survivors need to continue to talk 
about their experiences and educate 
Jews and non-Jews alike.

Jews around the world continue to 
be victims of anti-Semitism. In addition, 
Israel faces new and existing enemies. 
However, with each passing year we 
are losing our Holocaust survivors and 
their families, along with the valuable 
stories and memories they have to 
pass to future generations. Venues 
such as the United States Memorial 
Holocaust Museum, the Holocaust 
Center at Albright, the Anne Frank 
House in Amsterdam, and the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust memorial in Israel 
serve as valuable educational and 
historical repositories.

All of us have a responsibility to 
“never forget” and to stand up for our 
rights and beliefs as Jews. We must 
continue to educate those who do 
not believe in the Holocaust or who 
attempt to twist the truth of what actually 
happened. Again, a special thank you 
to Hilde, Ellen and Larry for sharing their 
thoughts and memories with us.  
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Making sure we never forget
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This year’s Richard J. Yashek 
lecture will be held Thursday, May 
6, at 8 p.m. in Memorial Chapel at 
Albright College. The speaker will be 
Richard J. Golsan, Ph.D., a professor 
of French at Texas A&M University. 
He is the author or editor of more 
than a dozen books. He has been a 
visiting professor at the Sorbonne in 
Paris, where he taught courses on the 
memory of World War II in postwar 
French literature and culture. 

For more than three decades 
France has been preoccupied with 
traumatic moments and events of 
its recent past. But have national 

efforts to better understand these 
terrible events actually accomplished 
their aims? Or have they actually 
distorted historical understanding 
and challenged the notion of the 
uniqueness of the Holocaust as well as 
the terrible singularity of the fate of its 
victims? This lecture will explore these 
issues through a discussion of recent 
works of literature and film as well as 
the 1990’s trials of French citizens on 
charges of crimes against humanity for 
complicity in the Final Solution.

The lecture is held in memory of 
Richard J. Yashek, a Holocaust survivor 
and longtime Berks County  resident.

Yashek lecture to focus on France

Esther Bratt Larry Rotenberg with grandchildren Talya and Eli
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 The two special obligations of Purim — 
mishloach manot (food baskets) and matanot 
l’evyonim (gifts to the poor) — are at the very 
heart of what Meir Panim does every day.

So it is no surprise that Meir Panim, which 
literally means “lighting up faces,” takes this 
joyous holiday very seriously. What better time 
to light up faces than on a holiday where we 
are instructed to be happy?

To ensure that  happiness,  Pur im 
celebrations were organized for the children 
and their families in all of the Meir Panim After-
School Youth Clubs. Meir Panim distributed 
hundreds of Purim costumes — to each and 
every child in its network of youth clubs that 
needed one. No child had to worry about not 
being able to afford a costume. 

The Or Akiva youth club hosted a Purim 
party for all children and families in the city. 
More than 600 people attended the festivities, 

which included music, costumes, face painting, 
rides, shows, and of course, delicious treats!

But Purim is not just for children. All of the 
Free Restaurants were colorfully decorated, 
and hosted Purim parties complete with music 
and holiday delicacies. Seudot — festive 
meals — were served at each location so 
that Meir Panim patrons would have a place 
to attend and eat for the holiday. 

Meir Panim distributed mishloach manot to 
diners in all of the restaurants, to children in 
all of the youth clubs, to soldiers, the elderly, 
and to patients in hospitals. In all, over 2800 
packages were distributed.

Meir Panim’s work aiding the needy 
in Israel is supported with funds from the 
Jewish Federation of Reading’s Israel Now 
campaign.

Thank you for helping us light up faces 
this Purim!
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1100 Berkshire Boulevard
It’s been an incredible year. Hope you’ve been here!

It is hard to believe that a year has gone by since we relocated to the Jewish Cultural Center at 1100 Berkshire 
Boulevard in Wyomissing. If you haven’t been here, we hope to see you in the very near future. For those of you who 

use the Center regularly or from ‘time to time’, we always appreciate your visits and encourage your feedback. 
And, thank you all for your support throughout the year!

Paul D. Cohn, President, Jewish Federation of Reading     Cindy Balchunas, Chair, Jewish Cultural Center Committee
Tammy K. Mitgang, Executive Director, Jewish Federation of  Reading/Jewish Cultural Center

By Paul D. Cohn
Federation president

T h e  2 0 1 0  J e w i s h 
Federation Jewish Annual 
Campaign is under way.  
This campaign is  the 
Federation’s major source 
of funding, and it helps 
support the many important 
programs and services that 
help Jews in our community and abroad. Most 
of you are not new to the Campaign, and are 
accustomed to why this is such an important 
part of your Federation. Others may be new 
to our community. Here are a few points that I 
would like you to consider:

• Jewish Family Services — JFS now 
serves all age groups and is dedicated to 
maintaining and strengthening the quality 
of individual and family life in the Jewish 
community. JFS runs a monthly food pantry 
open to both the Jewish and non-Jewish 
communities, helping all to meet their dietary 
needs. Did you know JFS coordinates 
transportation for the elderly and infirmed and 
provides counseling to members of our Jewish 
community? In addition, JFS provides an 
outreach program and acts as a clearinghouse 
for other agencies in our area. As economic 
conditions have worsened, JFS has seen an 
increase in people looking for help.  

• Lakin Early Education Center – JCC’s 
preschool and kindergarten have a long history 
of providing quality education in a nurturing, 
positive environment. Many generations of Berks 

County Jews have gone to the JCC’s preschool 
for its excellent learning curriculum.Many times 
the preschool is a gateway for Jewish families in 
Berks County, where they can meet and make 
friends with other Jewish families. In addition, 
since the school is open to everyone, it provides 
a diversity experience at an early age.

• Cultural Programs and Services — The 
Federation provides many interesting and 
requested programs and services.Lectures, 
films, discussion groups, and holiday events are 
just a few examples. In addition, the Federation 
allocates funds to local synagogues to help 
with their programs.  We offer programs and 
services that bring our community together.

• Israel and Jews around the world 
— Federation has a long and rich history of 
helping Israel. Although our world is rapidly 
changing, Israel is still a young country, and 
unfortunately, some groups and countries 
do not recognize Israel’s right to peaceful 
coexistence. Given its challenges, Jews 
throughout the world help Israel with funding 
and resources so she can remain strong and 
vibrant. Our funding also helps Jews in other 
countries who want to move to Israel, or who 
have serious needs in their own country.  

As I mentioned above, the funds raised by 
the Campaign represent the largest portion of 
the Federation’s budget. Last year you helped 
contribute $600,000 to the Campaign. A few 
years ago, our Campaign was over $1 million. 
So you can see that our annual campaign is 
more important than ever. The Federation has 
taken steps to help reduce our expenses and 

to look at all expenditures, making sure that we 
are being good stewards of your contributions.  
We are making progress in all areas of your 
Federation. We are now in a position to focus 
on those programs and services that our 
community wants and needs. 

However the bottom line is that we are 
asking for, and need your help. And guess 
what? People do need a free meal every so 
often. Seniors do enjoy the company and 
friendship that our services provide. Parents 
are relieved as they drop their preschooler 
off at our school, knowing that their child is in 
excellent hands. Jews in Israel and around the 
world are grateful for the funding we supply.  

Making a pledge to the Campaign is more 
than the money, at least it should be. It should 
be your way of saying that you believe in and 
support our local Jewish community. It should 
be your way of saying that you want to help 
Jews around the world. It should be your way 
of saying that you have resources to help others 
who are less fortunate, and at times destitute. 
It should be your way to say you care.  

For everyone who has already pledged, I 
say “thank you.”  For those of you who are still 
waiting to pledge, I am asking for your help.  
Please pledge now. As you have previously 
heard me say, Jews have a rich tradition of 
leading by example. All of us, no matter how 
large or small the contribution, have a chance 
to become leaders. It all adds up. All of us can 
change the world for the better. 

Free lunch…I don’t think so. It is worth its 
weight in gold.  

There is no free lunch — or is there?
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For everyone who has already pledged, I 
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A joyful Purim at Meir Panim

Yom Hashoah 2015 — We remember with prayer and music
Holocaust  Remembrance Day,  or 

Yom Hashoah,  is  the annual  day of 
remembrance for the 6 million murdered 
Jewish victims of Nazi persecution from 
1932-1945. There is a great tradition of 
remembrance and commemoration of Yom 
Hashoah in this community, and 2015 will 
be no different.

Reading’s Yom Hashoah commemoration 
will take place on Thursday, April 16, at 7 p.m. 
at Chabad-Lubavitch of Berks County.

This year we are honored to have the 
Holocaust Survivor Band from Coconut 
Creek, Fla., as our special guests for Yom 
Hashoah. Many of you probably saw the 

recent article on the Holocaust Survivor Band 
in the Reading Eagle.

Formed in 2014 by Holocaust survivors 
Saul Dreier and Reuwen  “Ruby” Sosnowicz, 
the Holocaust Survivor Band is known for 
its klezmer and big band music. The duo 
on drums and keyboard, respectively, are 
accompanied by Sosnowicz’s daughter 
Chanarose on vocals, Jeff Black on guitar 
and Martin Fried on saxophone. 

Dreier and Sosnowicz are natives of 
Poland. For most of World War II, Sosnowicz 
hid on a Polish farm. Dreier survived several 
concentration camps including Plaszow, 
Auschwitz and Mauthausen, however his 

entire family was killed by the Nazis. Dreier 
and Sosnowicz, both in their 80s, are happy 
to be spending the rest of their lives sharing 
their music with the world. 

In addition to music by the Holocaust 
Survivor Band, the Yom Hashoah service 
will include readings, the Holocaust Kaddish 
and the lighting of candles by area Holocaust 
survivors and their family members. 

If you would like to attend but need help 
with transportation to the event, please 
contact Amanda Hornberger at 610-921-0624 
or amandah@jfreading.org. We hope you 
can join us on April 16 for this special and 
memorable evening.

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Program Director

You may not realize that the Lakin Holocaust 
Library & Resource Center at Albright College 
has a collection of more than 2,800 books, 
DVDs and personal testimonies. Dozens of 
these books and DVDs are borrowed from 
the Lakin HRC each year by Albright students, 
area high school students and the general 
public.

One set of books that is guaranteed to be 
borrowed annually is a classroom set of “Maus 
I” by author and illustrator Art Spiegelman.  
Local educators use the graphic novel in their 
classrooms, allowing each student to have 
their own copy to read and explore. In fact, 
“Maus I” is one of the most popular books 
used by educators to discuss the Holocaust, 
and in 1992 it was the first graphic novel to 
win a Pulitzer Prize.

We’re honored to have  Art Spiegelman, 
as the guest lecturer at the 35th Annual Leo 
Camp Memorial Lecture on April 21 at Albright 
College. The lecture will begin at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Wachovia Theatre.

Spiegelman is the illustrator and author of 
“Maus I,” “Maus II” and “MetaMaus.” Using the 
form of a graphic novel, Spiegelman tells the 
story of his parents, both Holocaust survivors, 
in “Maus I” and “Maus II.”

His lecture will be a talk-with-images version 
of “MetaMaus” focusing on explaining why 
comics are the medium in which Spiegelman 
works and discussing the animal metaphor 
used in the books. This is bound to be an 
entertaining and thought-provoking evening!

We’re expecting a large crowd for this 
event so I recommend arriving early to secure 
a seat. If you’d like to read Maus prior to the 
event please contact Amanda to borrow a 
copy from the classroom set. If you have 
questions or for more information, please 
contact Amanda at amandah@jfreading.org 
or call 610-921-0624. 

Special thanks to the Camp family 
for sponsoring this annual lecture, which  
was established at Albright by the Jewish 
Federation of Reading as a lasting tribute 
to Leo Camp, humanitarian and respected 
business and community leader in Reading. 

The lectures are presented annually to explore 
topics of significance in Jewish culture that 
add to the enrichment of the entire Reading 
community. Spiegelman joins a distinguished 
roster of Leo Camp Memorial lecturers that 
has included Elie Wiesel, Chaim Potok, Amos 
Oz and Wolf Blitzer.

Pulitzer-winning author, illustrator Art Spiegelman
to appear at Albright Leo Camp Lecture 

m e m o r i a l  l e c t u r e

35th annual

Leo Camp
MetaMaus presented by Pulitzer Prize-winning artist, illustrator and author

Art Spiegelman 

Tuesday, April 21, 2015
7:30 p.m., Wachovia Theatre, Albright College • Free and open to the public, Experience Event
A talk-with-images version of the MetaMaus book with a focus on answering “why comics?” are the medium Art Spiegelman works in, showing historical and contemporary 
examples. Spiegelman takes on why the animal metaphor and racial caricature are at the heart of this genocidal project (“Why Mice?”); and talks about why his personal past—

rather than, say, a desire to rid current cultural trends toward victim-culture and “holokitsch”—made Maus a necessary work.

The talk, like the book, ultimately concerns itself with the creative process: it’s a plea for communication as an essential component of art (rather than the Modernist notion of the 
artist-as-shaman or the cynical devaluation of art as being just a rarified form of commerce). This talk is entertaining as well as thought-provoking and moving.

For more information, call 610-921-0624. Sponsored by Albright College and Jewish Federation of Reading.
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By Richard Nassau
Development Director

I n  m y  f i r s t 
m o n t h  h e r e  I ‘ v e 
been ta lk ing wi th 
peop le  about  the 
role of our Jewish 
F e d e r a t i o n  i n 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y . 
Everyone I  spoke 
wi th  ta lked about 
the crit ical work we do in helping 
people through our Jewish Family 
Service programs. I  heard about 
the  impor tan t  p lace  Federa t ion 
has in building community. How we 
are an effective voice in bringing 

the community together,  making 
connec t i ons ,  and  rep resen t i ng 
Jewish interests through our work.

People were pleased with how 
Federation’s leadership is drawn 
from a broad spectrum and is being 
enhanced through the knowledge 
and skil ls of our professional staff. 
They  spoke  o f  how Federa t i on 
serves as a catalyst to support and 
coordinate the efforts of individual 
o rgan i za t i ons ;  how  Fede ra t i on 
must serve as an effective voice in 
representing Jewish interests from 
a posit ion of combined strength; 
how important it is for Federation 
to fund programs in Israel providing 

hea l th ,  soc ia l ,  and  educa t iona l 
services to children and families; 
and how we help maintain Jewish 
l ifelines.

F e d e r a t i o n  r e f l e c t s  t h e s e 
values by:  enr iching Jewish l i fe 
through connection, education and 
compassion; connecting members 
of our Jewish community to one 
another, Israel and the people of the 
world; caring for our Jewish elders 
and those among us who are least 
able to care for themselves; honoring 
a l l  generat ions by remember ing 
our  Jewish past  and welcoming 
o u r  J e w i s h  f u t u r e ;  s u p p o r t i n g 
I s rae l  and  the  wor ld ’s  c i t i zens 

who face disaster, oppression and 
persecut ion; and communicat ing 
ethical practices and stewardship of 
our community’s trust.

Our work here,  in Israel ,  and 
throughout  the  wor ld  may have 
been expressed best by David Ben 
Gurion when he said that when you 
g ive to  the Federat ion,  you are 
giving “Not to charity but to l i fe.” 
It is through your involvement with 
Federation that we can enrich and 
improve the quality of Jewish l ife 
in Reading, in Israel, and around 
the world.

Please feel free to call upon us. 
We’re here for YOU.

Community understands the difference Federation makes

It is the age-old question: nature 
versus nurture. Does our environment 
around us influence and shape our 
personality, intelligence and habits or are 
we just born with those traits? Filmmaker 
Lacey Schwartz explores her own identity 
and her family secrets in her film “Little 
White Lie.”

Raised in a Jewish household, Lacey 
Schwartz always knew she was different. 
Her dark complexion set her apart from 
the rest of her family but was never 
discussed. During her freshman year 
at Georgetown University she finally 
began to understand why. Growing 
up, her parents never spoke about her 
origins, and she had no reason to think 
of herself as anything but white. “Little 

White Lie” is a personal exploration of 
biracial identity as the filmmaker explores 
what makes us who we are. How do we 
rebuild our identities after learning that 
the assumptions underlying them are 
false?

A screening of “Little White Lie” is 
scheduled for Monday, May 4, at 7 p.m. 
in the Fox East Theatre. It will be the third 
in our successful 2015 Reading Jewish 
Film Series, and we are honored to be 
raising funds that night for the Central 
Pennsylvania African American Museum 
(CPAAM). Located on North 10th Street 
in downtown Reading, CPAAM is a 
hidden gem in the city. The museum 
has a collection of objects, artifacts, art 
and photographs describing the history 

and culture of African-Americans with 
an emphasis on the Reading, Berks 
and regional African-American history. 
Currently housed in the Old Bethel A.M.E. 
Church, CPAAM is currently fundraising to 
expand the museum and create a larger 
and more permanent home in Reading.

Our friends from CPAAM will be 
on hand that evening with materials 
regarding the museum as well as books 
and other items available for purchase. 
Thanks to a generous donation from 
Sweet Street Desserts, dessert items 
and drinks will be available for purchase 
with all proceeds from the desserts and 
film screening being donated to CPAAM. 

As an extra special treat, filmmaker 
Lacey Schwartz will be with us for a 

special Q&A and discussion following 
the screening. Schwartz will discuss the 
making of the film and challenge the 
audience on their own little white lies.

Please join us on Monday, May 4, at 
7 p.m. in the Fox East Theatre for this 
fascinating film, unique discussion and 
to support CPAAM.

Cost for the screening and Q&A with 
the filmmaker is $5, and come hungry 
for desserts from Sweet Street Desserts, 
which will be available for purchase. We 
hope to make this a successful night and 
fundraiser for CPAAM!

The Reading Jewish Film Series is 
co-sponsored by the Rubin Educational 
Fund of the Jewish Federation of Reading 
and Fox Theatres.

Explore questions of identity at ‘Little White Lie’ film fundraiser

Thirty years have passed since 
Lieutenant Colonel Zion Shenkor 
came from Ethiopia, through Sudan, 
as part of Operation Moses. He does 
not remember the village where he was 
born, but segments of the journey are 
engraved in his memory.

“The journey took nearly three 
weeks, and it was filled with hardship 
and the fear of being caught. We 
moved at night, and in addition to the 
fear there was concern about the perils 
of nature and the weather,” he said.

Shenkor was 5 years old when he 
made his way to Israel, and he could 
not have imagined that over the years 
he would come to pave a slightly 
different path within his community - 
the path for integration into the IDF.

He is a graduate of Yemin Orde 
Youth Village, a facility in Israel that 
provides education and other services 
to children from around the world who 
are new to the country. Yemin Orde 
is supported by Jewish Federation of 
Reading’s Israel Now fund.

Lt. Col. Shenkor, Head of Operations 
at the Center for Land Training, is one 
of the three Ethiopian Lieutenant 
Colonels currently serving in the army. 
In paving the way, Shenkor broke down 
barriers more than once — he was 
the first Ethiopian officer appointed 
as company commander and battalion 
commander.

“There were times when I considered 
leaving the army. Before I became a 
company commander, I was not sure 
if I would be capable of serving in this 
position. No one did it before me from 
the community, and this led me to feel 
that I had to be suitable and deserving, 
but also made me afraid of failing and 
disappointing others.”

Lt. Col. Shenkor has reservations 
about defining himself as a pioneer, 
but understands what it means to be 
the first.

“There is no doubt that the very 
fact that I succeeded gave hope to 
others that it is possible, that this is 

a glass ceiling that can be shattered 
very quickly.”

He explains how as a young soldier 
he was influenced by other innovators 
in the community. “This is exactly 
what happened to me when the first 
Ethiopian officer, who came from the 
neighborhood where I grew up, gave 
me the motivation to try to reach 
higher.”

The Ethiopian community in Israel 
often encountered obstacles, but Lt. 
Col. Shenkor chose not to let this 
stand in his way. While serving as a 
team commander at Training Base 
1, the Ethiopian community in Israel 
experienced a crisis focused on blood 
donations from Ethiopian immigrants.

“ A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I  c o u l d  h a v e 
participated in the demonstrations, 
but I decided to deal with the issue 
in a different way” he says. “To this 
day, blood donations are not accepted 
from Ethiopians because they are 
considered a risk group, but when 
amongst soldiers, I make sure to 
contribute in other ways so as to set 
a personal example, and everyone 
contributes after me”

In his various positions, including 
deputy commander of the Samson 
battalion and deputy commander of 
the Etzion brigade, Lt. Col. Shenkor 
had an impact on many soldiers, both 
members of the Ethiopian community 
and those outside of the community.

“I believe that the Israeli army is 
one of the places in our society that 
enables a soldier to acclimatize and fit 
in in the best way possible. Everyone 
starts on an equal footing” he says. 
According to Lt. Col. Shenkor, young 
people in the Ethiopian community 
don’t always internalize this.

“The reasons for serving in the army 
are not understood clearly enough.”

In meetings with youth in the military 
and in civilian life, Lt. Col. Shenkor tries 
to convey this message, and sometimes 
the impact he has on youth comes back 
to him in unexpected ways.

“When I was waiting for my wife 
to give birth, a man sitting next to me 
recognized me. He said that when I 
was a deputy battalion commander 
I was a judge on his case. He said, 
‘I was a very troublesome child and 
you helped me get back in line.’ It is 
strange that he thanked me for the 
trial, but sometimes there are those 
who need to be shaken up” he says 
with a smile.

As a commander of Ethiopian 
origin, he feels he has a perspective 

that others do not. “My advantage 
is that I understand the Ethiopian 
soldiers, I know where they grew up 
and I speak to them at eye level” he 
says. “On one hand they cannot “mess” 
with me and I also know how to stop 
them when I feel they are not telling the 
truth. On the other hand I know what 
they’re talking about, I am familiar with 
their environment and understand their 
distress. So the discourse is different, 
and the soldier listens better and even 
appreciates me”.

Yemin Orde graduate among top commanders in IDF
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homeowners and business owners

for over 80 years.
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• Bed Bug Control  • Bird Control

• Bioremediation  • Vegetation Management
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By William D. Franklin
President

In the Torah portion 
Ki Tissa, which we read 
several weeks ago, there 
is a verse that states 
each shall pay the Lord  
for  being  ‘enrolled’ in the 
community.

 The commentary 
points out that the Hebrew word  
translated as “each shall pay” is a palindrome, 
spelled the same from right to left and from 
left to right. This suggests that tzedakah is 
bi-directional; both parties give and both 
receive. Thinking about this duality enlarges 
understanding of the Federation’s role.

An easy starting point is to recognize 

that many of us who donate today were 
ourselves or have family members, who 
at one time, been in need and received 
support from a Jewish community 
organization. In addition, we are fortunate 
to have the ongoing support of a key 
donor for the continuation of our Jewish 
High School. Our community youth 
are excited about and will benefit from 
changes they are helping to develop. 
The donor can see firsthand the learning 
and growth taking place in our youth and 
gets much joy from them and their active 
participation in our Jewish community. 
Our community Shabbat was enhanced 
by their conducting services.

We are working to create opportunities 
for us to come together as a community. 

The continuing success of our Jewish 
High School and the recent community 
Shabbat dinner and Purim festivities are 
evidence of our community’s desire for 
increased Jewish socialization. Our new 
program director, Amanda Hornberger, 
has expanded our program committee to 
initiate more programs for all segments 
of our community and initiated a Young 
Adults Division to focus on our NextGen.  
Their first event will be a Mediterranean 
themed brunch at Wyomissing Family 
Restaurant, Sunday, April 26, from 9:30 
a.m. to 12 p.m.

Our new Development Director, 
Richard Nassau, is reviv ing the 
Maimonides Society to enable our medical 
community to come together and learn 

about exciting new medical developments 
and their connection to the Jewish world,

The challenge I and our staff face is how 
Federation returns your generous support. 
Donors are more and more looking to support 
specific causes and see tangible evidence 
that their gifts are making a difference.

Personally  I find the challenge 
and opportunities of  being a Shidduch 
(matchmaker) between our community’s 
philanthropic interests and our community’s 
needs one of the  most exciting  and 
rewarding aspect of my job. I welcome 
discussing with each of you your thoughts, 
suggestions and critiques of the Federation’s 
programs and activities to insure increased 
engagement and community growth.

Thank you.

From the President’s Desk

Tzedakah helping to bring community together
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A jo in t  miss ion composed of 
community members from the Reading 
area and the Lehigh Valley will leave for 
Israel Oct. 21.

For the Reading community, it is the 
first  mission   the  Federation   has   led   in  
more than 15 years. A goal of Federation 
President Tammy Mitgang and Federation 
leadership, the Reading mission is co-

chaired by Michael and Susan Fromm and 
Victor and Dena Hammel. In addition to 
Mitgang, Jayne Kleinman, Cultural Center 
program director and Mark Goldstein, 
Executive Director of Jewish Federation of 
the Lehigh Valley will staff the mission.

Rabb i  Br ian  Miche lson  f rom 
Congregation Oheb Sholom and Rabbi 
Yosef Lipsker, Chabad-Lubavitch of 

Berks County will be joining the group 
on the mission. 

The Reading Jewish community has 
benefited  from  teaming  with  the  seasoned  
mission-goers from the Allentown area 
and Lehigh Valley Federation’s “well-
oiled” mission process.

“Mark Goldstein and his staff have 
created over the years a network of 
resources and processes that have 
benefited   our   community  —   newbies,  
if you will, when it comes to mission 
planning. And, we are neighbors. The 
mission project is just the start of future 
joint efforts,” Mitgang said. 

There are many details that need 
to be addressed when moving a group 
of more than 50 people across Israel. 
Jewish Federation of North America’s 
Missions Department and its staff in 
Israel along with Kenes Tours will further 
ensure that each and every day of the 
mission is maximized.

Federation missions are travel 
experiences unlike any other. Along 
with visits to historic and sacred sites, 
museums and popular tourist destinations, 
Federation missions provide exclusive, 
insider access to residents, community 
leaders, area experts, and political 
personalities and provide a sense of 

purpose and heightened appreciation 
and connection to Jewish identity. 

Mission participants will visit Reading’s 
Israel   Now   projects  —   two   important  
humanitarian efforts that both save 
and  change  lives  —  Yemin  Orde  Youth  
Village in the Carmel Mountains and Meir 
Panim’s new nutrition center in Kiryat 
Gat, where the community will dedicate 
the kitchen that was made possible 
thanks to the Reading community’s 
funding efforts.

The dedication will be a big thank you 
to our community and a proud moment. 
With   two   out   of   every   five   children   in  
Israel living below the poverty line, 
Meir Panim’s network of soup kitchens, 
restaurants and feeding centers, ensure 
warm, nutritious meals for thousands of 
children and families every day.

At Yemin Orde, the group is anxious to 
see  firsthand  the  progress  that  has  been  
made  at   the   village   since   the  wildfires  
devastated it in 2010.

The group is honored that Chaim Peri, 
beloved educator and director of Yemin 
Orde for 30 years, will personally be hosting 
the group during a tour and lunch.

Young people from the village will join 
the group for the tour and share their 
experiences. 

By Alvin Katz
Chairman

I want to take this 
time to wish all of you a 
very Happy and Sweet 
New Year.

As we enter into the 
New Year, we reflect 
on what  we have 
accomplished this past 
year and what challenges lie ahead for us 
in the coming year. Your Federation has 
provided many interesting programs and 
speakers this past year. We have attended 
to those less fortunate, maintained our state 
certified  Nursery  School.  We  completed  
a very successful Gratz College program 
for our teenagers and a wonderful senior 
program. Our Jewish Family Service has 
again done a wonderful job helping those 

in need. Providing food, assistance with 
expenses and many other aspects of getting 
those less fortunate back on their feet. 
Our  finance  committee  has  been  working  
overtime ensuring that our funds are well 
cared and accounted for. I also want to 
recognize Tammy Mitgang and her entire 
Federation/JCC staff who work tirelessly 
for you. 

As we enter the New Year, I am happy to 
announce that we have a Mission to Israel 
this month in conjunction with the Allentown 
Federation. With the numbers participating, 
this should be a very worthwhile Mission. 
They will be visiting many sites and meeting 
with some well-known names in Israel 
politics and military. I feel certain that many 
if not all of them will return with a better 
understanding of Israel and its position in 
the world and the Middle East. They will 

visit, among other sites, Yemin Orde, and 
Meir Panim, which we support through 
your contributions. Yemin Orde is a youth 
village in the Carmel mountains near Haifa 
which caters to youth in need, providing 
them with shelter, emotional support and 
an excellent education. Meir Panim is, for 
the lack of a better description, similar to 
what we would call a soup kitchen but with 
a different concept. Here those in need can 
get hot meals that are SERVED to them, not 
cafeteria style as here in the States,  so that 
they don’t feel like they are getting  a handout. 
In addition, Meir Panim serves thousands 
of hot meals to schoolchildren throughout 
Israel and maintains a Goodwill-like facility 
to help furnish clothing and furniture to those 
in need. For both of these organizations and 
Jews throughout the world who receive your 
support, I thank you. 

By Tammy K. Mitgang
President

Alma Lakin would be 
the   first   to   pooh-pooh  
any notion that she 
was amazing, special 
or that she inspired the 
extraordinary in others. 
Petite, big hearted and 
deliberate, time spent 
with Alma was never 
about her.

She  cared  about  others  —  strangers,  
family and friends. And she worked to 
improve   the  world  —  here  at  home,   in  
Israel and around the world. When you 
were with Alma, it was all about you, it 
was you who were front and center and 
made to feel special.   

Alma believed that we are responsible 
for each other according to the principles 
of chesed (caring and compassion), 
Torah (Jewish learning), tikkun olam 
(repairing the word) and tzedakah (social 
justice). And her life was an embodiment 
of those principles.

She believed in the bold collective 
of Federation and knew that together 
we   could  mobilize   financial   and   social  
resources that could rescue Jews, 
strengthen the Jewish people and 
literally, change the world.

The ongoing turbulence in the Middle 

East troubled her, and she knew that 
life  for  Israel  —  though  it  is  a  first-world  
economy  like  the  USA,  was  difficult  and  
complicated. 

When I interviewed her for a video 
that recognized her and her husband, 
Ed’s community service and the 
establishment of the Holocaust Library 
and Resource Center at Albright College, 
she did not talk about her efforts to raise 
money and resettle Soviet Jews in our 
community. Instead, she spoke of how 
thrilled she was to meet with Natan and 
Avital  Sharanksy  —   refuseniks  who  at  
extraordinary  personal  risk  and  sacrifice  
helped to spark and later ignite a global 
movement to free Soviet Jewry. Between 
1990 and 1997, Federation’s Operation 
Exodus campaign nationally raised $1 
billion to rapidly rescue and resettle more 
than one million Soviet Jews in Israel and 
North America. PS – Alma marched with 
others in our community on the National 
Mall in Washington during one of the 
largest marches in American history. That 
rally would become a turning point in this 
movement. 

She spoke about the unity of the 
Jewish world that resulted in the 
Operation Solomon rescue mission that 
took place in May 1991. The state of 
Israel, together with Jewish Federation 
of North America’s major partners on the 

ground  in  Ethiopia  —  the  Jewish  Agency  
for Israel and the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution  Committee  (JDC)  —  feared  
for the Ethiopian Jewish community’s 
safety when rebel forces threatened 
to overrun Mengistu Haile-Mariam’s 
Commmunist government.

What followed was one of the most 
dramatic rescue operations in Israel’s 
history. Over 34 hours and four minutes, 
34 Israeli cargo and passenger planes 
worked around the clock, airlifting 14,310 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel from Addis 
Ababa. Alma would have beamed having 
heard MK Sholomo Molla’s incredible life 
story that he credits to the work of the 
Federation system that saved his life. 
(see page 5)

Alma shared her excitement and pride 
that helped to raise nearly $1 million 
locally toward the capital campaign that 
would build the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, America’s 
national institution for the documentation, 
study and interpretation of Holocaust 
history.  She  reflected  on  the  mixture  of  
raindrops and tears that fell the night of 
its dedication as she, Ed and others from 
our community donned their construction 
hats and toured the vast and important 
structure.

At home in Berks County, the JCC’s 
Lakin Early Education Center preschool 

bears  their  name,  and  as  the  first  female  
President of the Jewish Federation of 
Reading, she and Dan Tannenbaum, 
an executive director of the Federation, 
brokered a partnership with her alma 
mater, Albright College, that would 
establish the Holocaust Library and 
Resource Center on the campus.

Being Alma meant tireless service 
and  no   fanfare  —  certainly  no  pictures  
if she was expected to be in them. 
Accolades were not her style; but she 
was   not  without   opinion  —   thoughtful  
and at times, determined. But, no matter 
what she put her efforts behind, you could 
be sure that she was right by your side, 
working hand in hand with you and others 
to do great things.  

Alma considered herself privileged 
to have enjoyed so much of life. One of 
her favorite memories was crossing over 
into Jordan when the borders with Israel 
were reopened. “To think, she would 
reminisce; “that we along with other 
Federation mission-goers, met with King 
Hussein. Ed and I were so fortunate.”

Her family was her heart. She 
cons idered a  bet te r  wor ld ,  her 
responsibility  and  life  —  a  special  reward.  
I think those of us who knew Alma were 
the truly the fortunate ones.

Alma Lakin passed away Aug. 27 at 
the age of 82.

From the President’s Desk

Being Alma
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Looking forward to a great New Year

Federation mission to Israel begins Oct. 21

DON’T MISS OUT
Be sure to pick up the October 

Berks County Living

magazine featuring a special 
supplement produced by the 

Jewish Federation of Reading.
 

Special thanks to Campaign 
Co-Chairs Howard & Victoria 

Hafetz for spearheading the 
project, which raised $19,200 for 
Federation! See Page 7 for a list 

of advertisers and patrons.

Look for it at local retailers and 
libraries and at the Berks Encore 
Senior Expo Oct. 23 at BodyZone.

By Larry Rotenberg
Chairman

Much has been 
wri t ten about the 
recent  speech to 
Congress by Benjamin 
Natanyahu, Israel’s 
Prime Minister.

So you can rightly 
ask — what more is 
there to say?

And my answer to that rhetorical 
question is —plenty

Please indulge me for my unusual 
take on this whole event. Because in 
writing this, I will dare to challenge some 
conventional wisdom.

The whole notion that Obama was 
not notified about Netanyahu’s trip is 
not credible. Constant communication 
across all levels of government is routine 
between  Israel and the U.S.

In this day and age, where every 
head of government l istens in on 
the conversations of every other 
leader, we can certainly assume that 
Obama had ample notice about Bibi’s  
imminent trip.  Barack probably knew 
what they served for breakfast on the 
flight to Washington, before the Israel 
delegation did.

If you acknowledge that, then you 
must fault Obama for missing a huge 
opportunity. Surely our president, who 

is known for his superlative intelligence, 
could have handled the situation better.

If Obama had called Natanyahu 
and cheerfully told him how delighted 
he was that Bibi would be in D.C. And 
if he had invited him for lunch at 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave, then the whole thing 
would have ended as a tempest in a 
teapot.

If “no drama Obama” had been more 
creative, he could have taken most of the 
sting out of Bibi’s performance:

And you must agree that such an 
option must have been discussed, if 
not right in the Oval Office, then at least 
somewhere in the West Wing.

So why didn’t that happen?  Why was 

the whole thing concluded in the most 
melodramatic and adversarial manner?

The only answer is this: it was a 
secret arrangement between Obama and 
Natanyahu about how to scare Iran and 
get the best deal out of Tehran and their 
malevolent mullahs.

Barack would be the good cop; and 
Bibi, the bad. And so, if the Iranians 
would not agree to an airtight means of 
keeping them from going nuclear, they 
would have to deal with the much more 
muscular Israelis.

Maybe my theory about this event 
is wrong.  But you must admit that my 
version makes for a much happier ending 
to this whole brouhaha.

Barack and Bibi: Pas de deux or faux pas?

It’s Simcha Supplement time

If  you had or are having a bar/bat mitzvah or graduation 
(high school or higher) in your family this Jewish year, 

share the good news with the community. Please 
submit a few sentences about the person and their 

accomplishment, along with a photo.
 

Text and photos can be sent to Marknem@aol.com or to 
the Federation office. 

DEADLINE IS APRIL 30.

WE CANNOT GUARANTEE  PUBLICATION OF 
ITEMS SUBMITTED AFTER DEADLINE

By William D. Franklin
President

Two main themes of Passover are 
change and freedom. The fast and 
dramatic change Egyptian Jewish slaves 
experienced and the freedom gained by 
being led from bondage. But freedom 
did not guarantee an easy life or safety.

 Israelis, today, continue to be subject 
to incredible change and their freedom 
threatened. Three issues that recently 
came to light reinforce the precarious 
situation to which Israel continues to be 
subjected.

1) Election aftermath: 
Israelis know well that the re-election 

of Benjamin Netanyahu means tension 
with Obama and the world; nonetheless 
that  they opted for this choice says much 
about how Israelis grasp their own reality.

It was clear from U.S. State Department 
spokeswoman Jen Psaki’s daily briefing 
on March 18 that Netanyahu’s most 

difficult task over the next few weeks will 
not be building a coalition at home, but 
rather rebuilding a relationship with the 
Obama administration in Washington. 

Psaki — reading from a prepared 
and obviously carefully written statement 
— reiterated that it has long been the 
position of the U.S., and successive 
Israeli governments that only a two-state 
solution could bring peace. “A two-state 
solution is the only way for the next 
Israeli government to secure Israel as 
a Jewish and democratic state,” she 
said. “The prime minister, as we all 
know, in his comments earlier this week 
indicated that he is no longer committed 
to pursuing this approach. Based on the 
prime minister’s comments, the U.S. is in 
a position going forward where we will be 
evaluating our approach with regard to 
how best to achieve a two-state solution.” 
While she gave no details of what exactly 
this “evaluating” meant, when asked if 

the U.S. would continue pushing for a 
two-state solution, she replied, “Yes, 
absolutely.”

White House Press Secretary Joshua 
Earnest scolded Netanyahu for comments 
on Election Day that encouraged the 
prime minister’s supporters to vote by 
saying the Arab voters were going to the 
polls en masse.

“The U.S. and this administration 
are deeply concerned about rhetoric 
that seeks to marginalize Israeli-Arab 
citizens,” he stated. “It undermines the 
values and democratic ideals that have 
been important to our democracy, and an 
important part of what binds the US and 
Israel together.”

The administration could very well 
have downplayed both of Netanyahu’s 
comments and given them some context, 
saying they were made in the heat of a 
very close and nasty election campaign, 
but they chose not to do so. A potential 

significant shift may be U.S. support for a 
UN Security Council resolution designed to 
lay out the principles of a two-state solution; 
something Jerusalem has long opposed. 

The  s i gna l  t ha t  t he  Obama 
administration sent out within hours of 
Netanyahu’s resounding victory is that 
it will not be cutting the new Netanyahu 
government any slack; none at all. And 
the Europeans, far less understanding of 
Israel’s concerns and sensitivities than 
Washington, will obviously follow that 
lead and act in kind.

Israelis knew very well of the tensions 
with Obama, and that the EU may possibly 
level sanctions against settlement 
products. The country knew very well 
that Netanyahu could deepen Israel’s 
isolation, energize the Palestinians to 
redouble their diplomatic campaign, 
and give the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions Movement more ammunition

Continued on Page 4

Understanding the aftermath of  Netanyahu’s re-election
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A Federation dollar goes a long way. 
See what difference your dollars can make! 

 
v $120   IN THE FORMER SOVIET UNION                     

can help nourish a child with food and medical support,           
and provide relief from the bitter winter for one year 

 
v $250 IN ISRAEL            

can enable a person with a disability to learn vital skills                       
in an independent living workshop 

 
v $500  IN ETHIOPIA                              

can provide anesthesia to surgically correct a life-threatening                 
spinal condition         
  

v $400    IN ARGENTINA                    
can provide a child with all the essential vaccinations he or          
she needs to stay healthy 

 
v $660    IN INDIA             

can feed a home-bound person for a year with hot meals-on-wheels        
for the elderly 

 
v $1,00     IN HUNGARY           

can send a child to the international Jewish summer camp Szarvash               
to discover their Jewish heritage 

 
 

The above programs—run by our overseas partner JDC—
are just a few examples of what your dollars can do. 

  
Because when you give to Jewish Federation of Reading 

you give to the world.  
 

	  

Continued from Page 3
and momentum. Yet the country still went 
to ballot box and voted for Netanyahu.

Israelis want peace and recognize 
sacrifices will need to be made to get 
that peace. But they do not think it is 
possible right now with a weak man at 
the head of the Palestinian Authority 
in the West Bank; and with Gaza ruled 
by Hamas. Israelis feel insecure. They 
live in the real Middle East with the 
threats from Iran, the threats of a region 
completely unhinged, and the threats 
of terrorists wielding knives, guns or 
rockets. 

2) S y r i a n  r e b e l  g r o u p s 
congratulate Netanyahu on his 
election victory

Various Syrian rebel group leaders 
sent congratulatory messages to 
Netanyahu, according to an Israeli 
Druse who has acted as a go-between 
with Israel.

“We extend to you and the great 
leadership of the Israeli people our 
warmest congratulations and blessings 
in the democratic wedding witnessed by 
the State of Israel,” wrote one opposition 
political activist, Musa Al-Nabhan, in a 

letter sent to Mendi Safadi and shared 
with The Jerusalem Post.

Specifically, Nabhan addressed his 
congratulations to Netanyahu as well 
as newly elected Druse Likud Knesset 
member Ayoub Kara, adding, “We hope 
that your government will continue to 
provide the necessary support to the 
Syrian people, which are fond of you and 
looking to build the best of relations on all 
levels.” Nabhan also thanked Kara and 
Safadi for their efforts.

Safadi served as former deputy 
minister Ayoub Kara’s chief of staff and 
has independently met with members 
of the liberal and democratic Syrian 
opposition who oppose the Islamists and 
want friendly relations with Israel. Safadi 
told the Post that he had received two 
official letters and numerous other calls, 
including from officers in the western-
backed Free Syrian Army.

Another letter from The Revolutionary 
Assembly for the Future of Syria, 
addressed Netanyahu, saying, “We 
received with great hope and joy the 
news of your victory…and hope that 
you will continue, along with advisor 
Mr. Mendi Safadi, to support the Syrian 

revolution.” Safadi said that the rebels 
thanked Israel for its humanitarian 
support.

Regarding reports that Israel has 
treated Nusra Front fighters in its 
hospitals, Safadi said that these rumors 
originated from sources close to the 
Syrian regime, which is trying to defame 
Israel by linking it to the jihadists.

“Israel unequivocally does not come 
under any contact of any kind with the 
Nusra Front or any other Islamist group 
since it is clear to everyone that these are 
a source of danger for the security of the 
state,” he added.

3) UN women’s rights panel 
singles out Israel in one-sided resolution

Israel was the only country mentioned 
in a report titled “Situation of and 
assistance to Palestinian women,” whose 
recommendations were adopted by a 
huge majority.

The United Nations Commission 
on the Status of Women adopted a 
resolution singling out Israel for its 
treatment of Palestinian women while 
failing to mention regimes with far more 
egregious records on women’s rights.

Israel was the only country mentioned 

in a report titled “Situation of and 
assistance to Palestinian women,” whose 
recommendations were adopted by a 
huge majority.

The resolution condemning Israel 
was submitted by a bloc of developing 
nations at the UN on behalf of the 
Palestinians. Of the 45 states that 
participated in the vote, only Israel and 
the US opposed the censure. Thirteen 
members, including the European 
Union, abstained.

“If anyone had any doubt that there 
was demonization of Israel at the United 
Nations, here is the entire truth before 
our eyes,” said Israel’s ambassador to 
the UN, Ron Prosor. “There are 193 
member states in the UN, and they 
include countries that butcher men 
and women, jail both male and female 
journalists, execute female oppositionists 
and legislate laws against women.”

“All of these countries receive immunity 
in the UN. The UN Commission on the 
Status of Women is itself comprised of 
some of the worst violators of women’s 
rights, including Iran and Sudan, two 
of the more moderate members by 
comparison.”

NETANYAHU
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By Mark Nemirow
Gratz Jewish Community High School 

students Brett Driben and Marissa 
Missan got a firsthand look at history 
as members of the teen delegation at 
the AIPAC (The American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee) Policy Conference 
March 1 to 3 in Washington.

Marissa, a student at Wilson High 
School, was attending the event for the 
second time, while Brett, who goes to 
Wyomissing High School, was new to it.

Little did they know when they 
decided to attend that they would be 
part of one of the year’s biggest news 
stories. Israeli Prime Minister addressed 
the huge event the day before his 
appearance before Congress. As a result 
the event got even more attention than 
usual.

“I loved hearing Netanyahu speak,” 
Brett said. “He was great.”

Marissa said that while she found 
political speakers such as Netanyahu 
interesting, there was much more to the 

event than that.
“I came away feeling a lot more 

informed,” she said. “I really love 
the speakers they get, especially on 
innovation.”

Indeed, while much of the event is 
geared toward encouraging American 
support for Israeli policies, it also serves 
as a showcase for Israel’s thriving 
technology industry.

Marissa described one entrepreneur 
who saw someone die when he was 
a boy and was inspired to develop a 
program to save lives in emergencies.

Israel’s fascinating culture also was 
spotlighted

Brett said one of his favorite events at 
the conference was a demonstration by 
an Israeli chef who even let participants 
try the food. Another speaker offered a 
great Israeli history lesson.

Marissa and Brett were among 400 
students taking part in the event, and 
they enjoyed meeting so many peers 
from all over who share similar interests.

Marissa said some students attending 
the event are more interested in the social 
aspect, while others get more involved 
with the content being presented.

“It’s really what you make of it,” she 
said. “One thing I liked is that you’re in 
charge of yourself when you’re there. I 
liked the independence.”

Both agreed that other students 
should consider seeking a spot on 
the teen delegation at a future AIPAC 

conference.
“It’s definitely a cool event, and I’m 

glad I went,” Brett said. “You get a lot of 
education, but it’s also a lot of fun.”

Marissa agreed, saying, “It’s a really 
good place to network and to educate 
yourself on the issues.”

Anyone looking for more information 
on how to take part should contact Rabbi 
Barry Dov Lerner at bdlerner1@gmail.
com.

Brett Driben

Penn State students Rebecca Balchunas, second from left, and Michele Abramson flanked by their mothers, 
Cynthia Balchuna and Ellen Abramson at THON.

Marissa Missan

By Mark Nemirow
Two members of our community took 

part in the annual THON fundraiser at 
Penn State University at University Park, 
a 46-hour dance marathon in February 
that raised more than $13 million for a 
childhood cancer charity.

Representing the Berks Jewish 
community at the fun but grueling event 
were Michele Abramson, a senior biology 
major at Penn State University Park; 
and Rebecca Balchunas, a sophomore 
at Penn State Altoona who plans to 
major in human development and family 
studies at the main campus. Michele is 
a graduate of Exeter High School, and 
Rebecca graduated from Wilson.

Michele got involved with THON 
through the campus Hillel chapter, where 
she serves as president.

“As a freshman I had a difficult time 
finding my niche on campus,” she said. 
“Towards the end of the fall semester, I 
started to attend Hillel Shabbat dinners 
with my roommate and found out about 
Hillel’s THON organization. I heard about 
a canning (solicitation) weekend during 
the spring semester and I decided to join 
a few new friends I’d met at Shabbat. I 
had such a great weekend, and many 
of the people I met on that trip are now 
some of my closest friends. That year 
at THON I spent around 38 hours there 
because I didn’t want to leave. It was 
such a surreal experience and I felt that I 
bonded even more with my organization. 

 “During my sophomore and junior 
years I became more involved with Hillel 
and the THON organization, and both 
of these activities have truly defined 
my college experience. Dancing in 
THON this past year truly showed me 

how impactful this philanthropy is for 
all of the kids and families impacted by 
cancer, and I feel extremely fortunate to 
have had the opportunity to dance along 
with 700+ other students. Dancing was 
one of the more difficult things I’ve 
done in my life, but I know that it is 
something that I will remember and 
cherish forever.

Rebecca also is involved with Jewish 
campus life and THON. Her involvement 
with the charity began as one of the 
familiar “canners” who can be seen all 
around the state collecting donations 
prior to the dance. This year she helped 
coordinate that effort for students at her 
campus.

A l t o o n a  h a s  i t s  o w n  T H O N 
organization, and Rebecca was one of 
seven students from the campus who got 
to take part in the University Park event.

“I don’t know if I can really describe 
what THON means to me,” she said. 
“THON has been the highlight of my 
college experience so far, and I have no 
clue where I would be without it. I have 
met some of the most amazing people 
in my life. 

“It was an absolute honor being able 
to dance for Altoona, to see all of the 
hard work I have put in this year to raise 
as much as possible for the kids of the 
Hershey Medical Center pay off. I could 
not have asked for a better weekend, 
standing with my friends for my hero 
Collin Kratzer (Altoona’s adopted THON 
child) and my angel Laney Brown from 
West Reading.

“There were hard times of course, 
standing for 46 hours, but when you 
remember why you are doing it, for the 
kids, you forget the pain.”

“Misa ’s  Fugue, ”  a  Holocaust 
documentary created over a period of 
22 months by students at Fleetwood High 
School, will come to Ephrata in April for 
its first theatrical run in Lancaster County.

 Fleetwood teacher Sean D. Gaston, 
director of the Emmy-nominated film, is 
an Ephrata resident. A screening for the 
general public is scheduled for Sunday, 
April 19, at 2 p.m. in the Ephrata Main 
theatre. It will be followed by a talkback 
with Gaston and a reception.

The film weaves art, music, history 
and technology with emotion and in-
spiration, telling the extraordinary story 
of Holocaust survivor Frank “Misa” 
Grunwald through a lens focused, in 
part, by over 200 students and 10 of their 

teachers at Fleetwood with the support of 
the Jewish Federation of Reading.

Misa’s Fugue is a testament to 
Grunwald’s spirit and the amazing story 
of the twists, turns and torments of his 
four-year ordeal as a victim of Nazi 
persecution.  Since its premiere in April 
2012 the film has been shown around 
the world, including official screenings 
in Australia, Canada and for the staff 
and volunteers of the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum. It has 
caught the eye of numerous film festival 
selection committees and last year it was 
named Best Documentary at the Zagreb 
(Croatia) Jewish Film Festival.  It has 
also garnered five “Telly Awards” and a 
Communicator Award.

Grunwald, now 82 and living in 
Indiana, was one of fewer than 300 
children to escape death from the “camp-
ghetto” at Terezin (or Theresienstadt) in 
the Czech Republic, a facility used by the 
Nazis as a tool of deception.

The film’s narrative takes viewers 
along the path of Grunwald’s Holocaust 
journey, building to a hastily written letter 
by Grunwald’s mother to his father – 
moments before trucks took her to the 
gas chamber.  The emotionally-charged 
piece was brought to light by the film 
and resulted in a donation to the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in July 
2012. It is slated become part of the 
museum’s Permanent Exhibition.

To date, 3,000 DVDs of “Misa’s 

Fugue” have been distributed to high 
schools, nonprofit groups, museums and 
to project donors.  Funding from backers 
such as the Federation, the Lakin 
Holocaust Library and Resource Center, 
local synagogues and many anonymous 
donors are enabling that plan.

The film will screen at the Main for 
local school districts on April 14 and 21.  
At least one of the four screenings is 
already sold out.

Tickets for the public show on April 
19 are $10 and available at  misasfugue.
brownpapertickets.com or at the door the 
day of the showing. For more information 
about the school showings and the public 
show, contact Terry Kreider at Terry@
ephratamain.com or 717-733-9098.

Local students witness history at AIPAC conference

Community well-represented at Penn State’s THON

‘Misa’s Fugue’ to be screened at Ephrata theater
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LOCAL CONGREGATIONS AND SERVICE TIMES
REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM (610) 375-6034

Friday, April 3: Passover Seder (reservations only). No Shabbat service.
Fridays, April 10, 17 and 24: 7:45 p.m.

Saturday, April 18: Tot Shabbat, 10 a.m.

CHABAD CENTER OF BERKS COUNTY (610) 921-0881
Saturday mornings: 9:30 a.m.; Friday evenings: 6:30 p.m.

KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE (610) 374-1763
Saturday, April 4: Passover Seder (reservations only)

Weekly services Saturdays: 9:30 a.m.; Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday Evening Service – Please call for service information
Babysitting available upon request with one week’s notice

CONGREGATION SHOMREI HABRITH

Congregational News

Thinking of  the Pesach story in terms of  modern travel
By Rabbi Brian Michelson
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom

I was recently at 
the airport. While I 
was waiting for my 
flight I sat in the gate 
area and did some 
people watching. It 
was interesting to see 
the different ways that 
people approached 
the task of traveling. 
I know that 50 years or more ago, 
people used to dress up to travel. It 
was such an event that it called for your 
good clothing, and the trip was part of 

the adventure; not just a means to get 
someplace else quickly.

You can pick out the professional 
travelers; they have an entire mobile 
office in their briefcase and exactly 
the right amount of clothing to fit the 
carry-on suitcase that will fit into almost 
every overhead compartment. (Some of 
the bins on the small commuter planes 
are so tiny that they hold nothing more 
than a light jacket, at most.) They 
get to the gate in just enough time, 
and the time they do have is used for 
calls, paperwork, or some other task 
to ensure their time is used efficiently.

There are the more casual travelers 

who may be going on vacation, to see 
family or to take a rare business trip. They 
are usually the ones whose carry-on 
bags are bursting at the seams, because 
they are trying to avoid baggage fees or 
having to stop at baggage claim at their 
final destination.  You watch them push 
and shove their bags in desperation to 
get the bins to close.

You can also see the family travelers 
or the heavy packers. I still remember 
traveling like this, when you feel as if 
you have packed up everything you 
own. I remember being dumbfounded 
when traveling with the girls. I wondered 
how two such small people seemed to 
need so much stuff. As they got older, 
it got better, because they got their own 
carry-on luggage, and the rule was if 
it did not fit, you could not take it. The 
heavy packers have full carry-ons, and 
you can guess that they have checked 
a couple of bags. They need two or 
three outfits for each day or they pack 
for every eventuality from sitting by the 
pool to visiting royalty.

The one thing that we all seem to 
have in common is that blank travelers’ 
stare — a mixture of boredom and 
dread. Air travel is a chore, something 
to survive, a necessary evil.  As I was 
sitting there watching, I started thinking 

about the upcoming Passover holiday 
and the Exodus story we tell as part of 
our Seder.  

I think that sometimes we judge 
the Israelites a bit too harshly.  We 
hear about their complaining during 
the years of wandering despite all of 
God’s miracles and care. The way 
they challenged Moses’ authority and 
seemed to be unhappy with anything 
and everything. However, if we could 
sit in the Israelite camp would we see 
that same traveler’s blank stare that I 
saw at the airport? Did they dread the 
trip just as much as we do sometimes?  
It makes sense to me. We may spend 
a day or two on the journey, but they 
must have known that the trip they were 
facing was going to be much longer 
than that. I don’t know about you, but 
this, in and of itself, would be daunting 
and depressing.

The Haggadah tells us that we are 
expected to feel like we were delivered 
from Egyptian bondage. As you read 
the story of the exodus from Egypt 
around your Seder table this year, 
take a moment to think about your own 
traveling experience and put yourself in 
their sandals — it might just change the 
way you feel and experience Passover 
this year.

By Rabbi Yosef Lipsker
Chabad Center of Berks County

The man paced 
with nervous anxiety, 
his pulse racing in 
anticipation. He had 
waited for this day 
for what seemed an 
eternity, his future 
hanging in the balance. 
The years of intense 
study, hard work, sweat and toil were all 
worth it as he prepared for the moment 
when his dream would become a reality, 
and his career could begin in earnest. 
He was ready for the final test, which, if 
successful, would confirm him as a fully 
qualified medical doctor.

The professor showed him in and 
quizzed him at length on all areas of 
human health. The professor was most 
impressed with the student’s grasp of 
the highly complex and intricate ways of 
medicine and its application.

It was time now for one final question. 
What, the professor asked, is the 
procedure if someone has a deep 
wound in the arm and is losing a lot of 

blood? The apprentice smiled, pointing 
to a bandage, which would be used 
to stanch the flow. Well, continued 
the professor, how about if there is no 
bandage immediately available? The 
student thought for a moment and replied 
that he would search throughout the 
building and, if necessary, run out to the 
nearest pharmacy to obtain one.

The professor slowly looked up with 
some disappointment, remarking that the 
trainee was obviously not yet ready to 
assume the grave responsibility carried 
by doctors. At the student’s indignant 
surprise and dismay, the professor 
pointed out that a doctor’s primary duty 
is to save lives. The cut in the arm was 
clearly life-threatening, and time was 
of the essence. In the absence of a 
bandage, the doctor was expected to rip 
the shirt off his own back and use that 
as a makeshift dressing till the situation 
could be stabilized. 

Becoming a doctor, he emphasized, is 
not simply about internalizing knowledge. 
It is also about feeling for others and being 
prepared to forgo personal comforts for 
the sake of the other.

This story can best illustrate the 
true impact of the Exodus from Egypt, 
being celebrated on Passover. The 
breathtaking release of so many people 
from tyranny to freedom sparked 
something remarkable - the emergence 
of a new nation. A nation tasked — at 
Mount Sinai — with bringing G-d’s 
message to the world. 

Something else happened, too. 
The Exodus introduced into the Jewish 
psyche a sense of brotherhood and 
family. An awareness that we are not 
mere individuals pursuing our own 
unique paths, but we are actually part 
of a greater group, with responsibility to, 
and for, each other. In the words of the 
Talmud: “Kol Yisrael Arevim Zeh Lazeh” 
— all Jews are accountable for each 
other [Sanhedrin: 27b].

O v e r  t h e  m i l l e n n i a ,  J e w i s h 
communities everywhere, at all times, 
provided for those less fortunate, and 
always lent a hand to assist other 
communities from near and afar who 
were in difficulty. 

Indeed, a healthy Jewish community 
is one in which each member is prepared 

to “take the shirt off his back” to aid our 
fellow Jew in times of hardship and 
distress. Whether the person being 
helped is an acquaintance or a total 
stranger does not impact the result that a 
helping hand would reach out and make 
a difference.

When we sit around the Seder table, 
we are partaking in one of the finest 
and most memorable occasions of the 
year. A time when the family bond is 
strengthened and reinvigorated. An 
opportunity to ensure that the link of 
Jewish continuity is healthy, robust and 
well. 

But then we look further afield and 
consider the state of the community. Are 
there areas where our unique talent and 
expertise can make a true difference? 
Are there others who could benefit from 
our benevolence and humanity?

As we concentrate on one key 
message of Passover (family) we must 
not neglect the second core message of 
Passover (community).

Wishing you al l  a Happy and 
meaningful Passover from Chana and 
myself.

A team of  champions

Lunch & Learn
with Rabbi Rachel Schwartz

All classes at noon at Kesher Zion Synagogue
The April Schmooze with Rabbi Rachel

April 14 —  How We Remember:
   Approaching Yom Hashoah
April 21 —  Reflections on Israel:
   Approaching Yom HaZikaron and
   Yom Ha’atzmaut
April 28 — Jewish parenting and grandparenting

All are welcome to join.
Please rsvp at kzsecretary@entermail.net

or call 610-374-1763
24/7 Medical Eye Emergencies

Glaucoma · Macular Degeneration · Diabetic Retinopathy · Allergy 

Cataracts · Inflammation · Infection · Dry Eye · Eyelid Disease 

Refractive Surgery Co-management · Orthokeratology · Contact Lenses 

Optical Services · Vision Therapy/Orthoptics · Low Vision Rehabilitation · Routine Eye Care

www.Wyo-Opto.com

Medical Eye Disease Management              Refractive and Vision Care Services 

Adult and Pediatric Eye Care
Wyomissing Optometric Center, Inc.

Wyomissing - 610.374.3134

Douglassville - 610.385.4333

Douglassville
610.385.4333

Glenn S. Corbin, O.D. • Kerry J. Burrell, O.D. • Heidi L. Sensenig, O.D., M.S.

Karen L. Heaney, O.D. • Michael D. Burkhart, O.D. •  Amanda S. Legge, O.D.

Wyomissing
610.374.3134

Myerstown
717.866.1400
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By Jessi McIntosh
The CTeen International Shabbaton 

from Feb 27 to March 1 was an 
unforgettable experience for me. My 
sisters and I were a little nervous about 
going to a Chabad weekend at first 
because we are not religious. We never 
went to Hebrew School as children so we 
aren’t always familiar with Jewish customs 
and traditions.  The nervousness quickly 
went away when we met so many Jewish 
people from different places around the 
United Sates and other countries.  For me 
that was huge, because I’m usually very 
shy around people I do not know. Just 
starting a conversation with someone 
new is a big step for me.  

On Friday afternoon we got to pick 
from a variety of adventures.  We chose 
the Ripley’s Believe It Or Not museum 
and free time shopping in New York. 
My family and I went to a Ripley’s a few 
years ago in Virginia, but we wanted to 
see what the museum looks like in other 
areas. It had some exhibits hanging on 
the ceiling, and each room had something 

different that made it a lot of fun too. After 
the museum, we went to Sephora and 
bought makeup and stopped at Sweet 
Temptations for kosher ice cream. 

 On Shabbat I didn’t think I would last the 
whole day without my phone, but I’m proud 
that I made it through.  There were enough 
activities going on that kept us busy.

Saturday night when Shabbat ended 
everyone went to Times Square for 
Havdalah, and a famous Israeli singer 
performed some of his songs. That was 
so fun. I had never been to  Times Square 
at night before so it was another great 
experience.

 What started as a four-day, three-
night weekend ended up being five days 
and four nights thanks to a snowstorm 
keeping us in Brooklyn one more day, 
but we were not complaining!

 We are so grateful to the Chabad of 
Berks County for giving us this wonderful 
opportunity. We had a great time and 
hope we can go again next year to 
meet new friends and get even more 
knowledge on my Jewish religion. 

CTeen Shabbaton in New York an unforgettable experience

First Seder Night:
Friday, April 3, 7:30 p.m.

Second Seder Night:
Friday, April 4, 8:00 p.m.

By Rabbi Rachel Schwartz
Kesher Zion Synagogue

Every year i t  is 
m a g i c a l  h o w  w e 
experience the Exodus 
from Egypt.  We share 
our personal story and 
ask questions about 
our journey. We march 
and sing to freedom, 
eat traditional foods, 
and praise God for 
guiding us on our way. It is joyful! It is 
uplifting! It is empowering!

Yet, after we are free, there is a 
curious section in our Haggadah that 
always troubles me. We read, “Shfoch 
chamatcha…Pour out Your fury on the 
nations that do not know You, Upon 
the dominions that do not invoke Your 
name, for they have devoured Jacob 
and desolated his home. Pour out Your 
wrath on them, so Your blazing anger 
may overtake them. Pursue them in wrath 
and destroy them from God’s heavens.” 
These verses come from our Psalms.  
They are not actually calling for us to 
get up from our table and seek revenge. 

We don’t even want God to exact the 
revenge at that moment.  Rather they are 
fantasies and ways that we verbalize our 
anger after years of oppression.  

I believe in finding constructive 
ways to express our anger. Yet, at that 
moment, I don’t want to be angry and 
vengeful. I am free and thankful! I want 
to use my freedom for joy and for good.   
I am moved by the words of Beruria, 
a scholar in the Talmud and the wife 
of Rabbi Meir, when her husband is 
pursued by robbers. Her husband prays 
for God to destroy those who went after 
him like in our prayer in our Haggadah.  
However Beruriah shares with him: “Is 
it permissible to pray for the robber’s 
deaths?  No!  It is written, “Let sins end” 
(Psalm 104:35) Not “sinners” but “sins.”  
She continues the verse sharing “and the 
wicked shall be no more.” She exhorts 
him to pray that those who pursued him 
repent and are no longer wicked. Rabbi 
Meir followed Beruriah’s advice and the 
robbers changed their ways. (Tractate 
Brachot 10a) Our words and prayers 
have power, and here Rabbi Meir, with his 
wife’s guidance, helped people change 

through his prayer. 
Imagine the transformative power 

of that moment when we recite Shfoch 
chamatcha if we prayed for the world to 
be fuller of love and less filled with the 
senseless hate that has tormented our 
people for generations. Instead of asking 
to rid the world of haters, we want to rid 
the world of hate so the next generation 
doesn’t experience haters.

My family has begun to include a 
prayer from a 16th century Haggadah 
manuscript found in Worms, Germany 
in order to share a positive thought like 
Beruriah. This prayer asks for reward 
and not punishment. The Haggadah 
reads “Shfoch ahavatcha…Pour out 
Your love on the nations who have 
known You and on the kingdoms who 
call upon Your name. For they show 
loving-kindness to the seed of Jacob, 
and they defend Your people Israel 
from those who would devour them 
alive. May they live to see the sukkah 
of peace spread over Your chosen ones 
and to participate in the joy of Your 
nations.” We then add this meditation I 
found on a handout with no attribution. 

“Pour out Your spirit on all people. May 
all nations come together to serve Your 
higher purpose: To fill the world with 
righteousness, holiness, kindness, 
mercy compassion, tolerance, and 
understanding.” And we say Amen!   
May we continue to be thoughtful in our 
words and actions and see the blessing 
of these in our homes, communities, 
and the world.

In the spirit of Passover, I wanted 
to end with some questions: How do 
you feel when you read this section 
in the Haggadah?  How do you talk 
with children at your table about this 
section?  What are their experiences 
with hate and haters?  How can we 
better support our youth as anti-
Semitism is growing in schools and 
campuses across the country?  How 
can we honor our own personal 
experiences with hate at our Seder?  
How can we channel our anger in 
constructive ways?  How can we live 
more like Beruriah using our words to 
create a more caring world?

Wish ing  eve ryone  a  happy, 
meaningful, and kosher Pesach!  

Pouring out our love: Transforming the world one prayer at a time

Children in the Chabad Hebrew School proudly display the Seder plates they made.

Seder plates on display
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New 
Member 
Shabbat!

Please	  join	  us	  for	  a	  special	  Shabbat	  
service	  and	  Oneg	  to	  honor	  new	  
members	  of	  RCOS,	  including	  a	  

“Covenant	  of	  Welcome”	  ceremony.	  	  	  
	  

Friday,	  May	  15,	  2015	  
7:00pm	  	  

Reform	  Congregation	  Oheb	  Sholom	  
555	  Warwick	  Drive,	  Wyomissing	  

	  
Members	  and	  Non-‐members	  are	  welcome	  	  

	  

Introduce your children to the joy 
of  Shabbat. Tot Shabbat is a musical, 
story-filled Shabbat morning experience  
geared towards families with young   
children through grade 2.  Bring your 
family and friends to celebrate with 
Rabbi Brian Michelson and stay for 
a pint-size Oneg offering grape 
juice, challah, and child friendly treats.  

 

May 16, 2015 

June 20, 2015 

Tot Shabbat services are held Saturday 
mornings at 10am at Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom located at 555 Warwick Drive, 
Wyomissing, PA  19610.  No registration is 
required.  Please call the Temple office with 
any questions: 610-375-6034.  
 

 

May 16, 2015 

June 20, 2015 
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June 20, 2015 

Introduce your children to the joy 
of  Shabbat. Tot Shabbat is a musical, 
story-filled Shabbat morning experience  
geared towards families with young   
children through grade 2.  Bring your 
family and friends to celebrate with 
Rabbi Brian Michelson and stay for 
a pint-size Oneg offering grape 
juice, challah, and child friendly treats.  

Introduce your children to the joy 
of  Shabbat. Tot Shabbat is a musical, 
story-filled Shabbat morning experience  
geared towards families with young   
children through grade 2.  Bring your 
family and friends to celebrate with 
Rabbi Brian Michelson and stay for 
a pint-size Oneg offering grape 
juice, challah, and child friendly treats.  

Tot Shabbat services are held Saturday 
mornings at 10am at Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom located at 555 Warwick Drive, 
Wyomissing, PA  19610.  No registration is 
required.  Please call the Temple office with 
any questions: 610-375-6034.  
 

Tot Shabbat services are held Saturday 
mornings at 10am at Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom located at 555 Warwick Drive, 
Wyomissing, PA  19610.  No registration is 
required.  Please call the Temple office with 
any questions: 610-375-6034.  
 

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM 
555 Warwick Drive 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
PH: 610.375.6034 

www.ohebsholom.org 

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM 
555 Warwick Drive 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
PH: 610.375.6034 

www.ohebsholom.org 

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM 
555 Warwick Drive 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
PH: 610.375.6034 

www.ohebsholom.org 

Loaves of  Love
The Chabad Center of Berks County hosted a mega challah bake on March 7 as 

part of its series of cooking programs for women. Some of the breads prepared at 
the event were donated to Opportunity House..The next class features potato kugel 
and will take place Sunday, April 19, at 6:30 p.m. at Chabad, 2320 Hampden Blvd.
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By William D. Franklin
President

There has been much discussion and 
debate over Prime Minister Netanyahu’s 
speech to Congress last month, but it is 
important to note three key elements he 
added to the debate over Iran. 

Netanyahu argues that Iran should 
not be given a pass just because it is 
also fighting Islamic State; that tangible 
steps must be taken to ensure Tehran 
abides by a nuclear deal; and that the 
agreement in the works, which will 
ultimately grant Iran nuclear capabilities, 
is the end of nonproliferation in the 
Middle East.

There were three new elements in 
the speech. The first had to do with 
Israel’s concern about the “sunset” of 
the agreement: that the arrangement 
will only last for about a decade, after 
which sanctions can be lifted and Iran 

will be able to go on its merry way.
Netanyahu added a new dimension 

to the debate by saying that before 
lifting those restrictions, the world 
should demand of Iran three things: 
that it stop its aggression against its 
neighbors in the Middle East; that it 
stop supporting terrorism around the 
world; and that it stop “threatening to 
annihilate Israel — the one and only 
Jewish state.

If Iran changes its behavior, the 
restrictions would be lifted. If Iran 
doesn’t  change i ts behavior,  the 
restr ict ions should not be l i f ted. 
If Iran wants to be treated l ike a 
normal country, let it act like a normal 
country.”

The second new element of the 
speech had to do with the oft-heard 
argument that Iran already has the 
nuclear know-how and knowledge, 

and you cannot unlearn knowledge. 
U .S .  Na t i ona l  Secu r i t y  Adv i so r 
Susan Rice in a speech to AIPAC 
argued that: “The plain fact is no one 
can make Iran unlearn the scientific 
and nuclear expert ise i t  a l ready 
possesses.” 

Netanyahu acknowledged that this 
was true but added: “Nuclear know-how 
without nuclear infrastructure doesn’t 
get you very much. A race-car driver 
without a car can’t drive; a pilot without 
a plane can’t fly. Without thousands of 
centrifuges, tons of enriched uranium or 
heavy-water facilities, Iran can’t make 
nuclear weapons.” The emerging deal, 
he argued, will allow that infrastructure 
to remain in place, to be used down 
the line.

But the final new element in the 
speech and perhaps the most important 
was the suggestion that Israel could 

live with an imperfect deal. Netanyahu 
implied that Jerusalem could accept 
some symbolic enrichment inside Iran, 
though he did not say so explicitly. 
Pressing on Congress to demand a 
better deal, he said, “We’re being told 
that the only alternative to this bad 
deal is war. That’s just not true — the 
alternative to this bad deal is a much 
better deal.”

A better deal “would not leave Iran 
with a vast nuclear infrastructure and 
such a short breakout time. A better 
deal [would] keep the restrictions on 
Iran’s nuclear program in place until 
Iran’s aggression ends.”

Finally he reminded Congress that 
while America’s founding document 
promised life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness, “Iran’s founding document 
pledges death, tyranny and the pursuit 
of jihad.”

Netanyahu speech to Congress adds important elements to debate

Passover Seder at
Manor at Market Square

Tuesday, April 7, 10:45 am

Jewish Family Service and Manor at Market Square invite you 
to a Passover Seder led by Sari Incledon and Carole Robinson. 

Meal catered by Boscov’s Ala Carte.
Reservations required.

Please RSVP immediately to 610-921-0624.

A relaxing morning with friends; 
delicious Mediterranean food; enjoyable 
conversations with other adults without 
the interruption of sweet youngsters. 
Sound like fun? Then you should join 
us for the Young Adult Mediterranean 
Brunch on Sunday, April 26, from 9:30 
a.m. until noon at the Wyomissing Family 
Restaurant, 1245 Penn Ave. 

The Young Adult Division (YAD) 

Committee and the Jewish Federation 
of Reading’s Programming Committee 
invite you to our first YAD event. 
Open to any adult between 18 and 50 
(although we won’t be checking IDs), 
the Young Adult Division is committed 
to events to promote conversation, 
friendship, fun and learning among 
the young leaders of our community.

There’s no formal program at the 

YAD Mediterranean Brunch, just great 
food and conversations with friends, 
old and new. Suggestions for future 
events will be discussed, but the goal 
is to gather as a community of peers 
and connect with one another.

Hummus, grape leaves and eggplant 
fries will be served family style in 
addition to fruit and baklava for dessert. 
Guests will have the option of a chicken, 

veggie or beef gyro or a Greek salad 
with or without grilled chicken.

The cost is $12 per person. We 
kindly ask that you RSVP by Friday, 
April 24, to Brenda at 610-921-0624.

So whether you can stop by after 
dropping your kids off at Sunday School 
or if you want to come for brunch after a 
Saturday night out on the town, please 
join us for this kickoff YAD event!

Community’s young adults invited to gather for Mediterranean Brunch

SAVE THE DATE:
Screening of “Beneath the Helmet”

an inspiring coming-of-age film about five Israeli soldiers

Wednesday, May 13, at 7 p.m.
Fox Berkshire

800 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing

Featuring a conversation with Mika Fox, former IDF soldier 
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By Rochel Leah Goldblatt
Courtesy of the Reading Eagle

Despite rain and snow March 4 and 
5, the Jewish holiday of Purim was 
celebrated with joy and merriment.

The holiday recounts the story told 
in the biblical book of Esther: A Jewish 
woman named Esther marries a Persian 
king and saves the Jewish nation from 
royal adviser Haman, a homicidal anti-
Semite who had a long-standing rivalry 
with Esther’s uncle Mordechai.

Through a few twists of fate and some 
subtle miracles, the Jewish people were 
saved from slaughter, and the holiday of 
Purim was thereafter celebrated.

It is a joyous holiday, with costumes, 
gift baskets, triangular jam-filled cookies 
called hamentashen, charity, good food 
and the reading of the Megillah, a scroll 

containing the story of Esther.
The festivities kicked off the night of 

March 4 with a carnival hosted by the 
Jewish Federation of Reading.

“ I  was  p leasant ly  surpr ised , 
considering all the changes we had,” 
Federation Program Director Amanda 
Hornberger said, noting that the carnival 
had been scheduled for March 1 but was 
canceled due to snow. “(They) came out 
in costume, the little kids, and some of the 
adults too, which was really, really fun.”

She said there were about 100 
people who came to the carnival at 
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom in 
Wyomissing.

The kids especially had fun with 
carnival games, a bounce house, 
craf ts  and decorat ing the i r  own 
g ragger,  a  no isemaker  used  to 

drown out Haman’s name during 
the Megil lah reading, Hornberger 
said.

After the carnival, Oheb Sholom 
and Kesher Zion Synagogue teamed 
up for a family service that told the 
story of Purim in an interactive way for 
the children and a “hamentash nosh,” 
which was a cookie snack.

“It was just a singing and family-
friendly retelling of the Purim story,” said 
Rabbi Brian Michelson of Oheb Sholom. 
“Just a slightly different way of doing it 
for the kids.”

He added that there was a costume 
parade and that everyone who came in 
costume got a prize.

The Purim evening at Oheb Sholom 
concluded with a Purim service for adults. 
It featured a dramatic reading of the story 

led by congregants.
The nex t  day  was  snowy in 

Pennsylvania, but it was toasty at 
Chabad-Lubavitch of Berks County  in 
Muhlenberg Township, where they were 
celebrating Purim in Italy.

“It was amazing,” Chabad Rabbi 
Yosef Lipsker said. “Despite the fact that 
we had the worst weather we ever had 
for Purim, spirits were high.”

About 30 people attended the 
transformed synagogue to pose by the 
canals in Venice portrayed in a life-size 
poster, eat pizza and pasta and show off 
their Italian-themed costumes.

“It showed a certain strength, a certain 
tenacity, a certain conviction,” Lipsker 
said. “People got together to celebrate 
Purim despite difficulties. That’s what 
Purim is all about.”

Spirit of  Purim shines through inclement weather

A dramatic Megillah reading at a joint Purim service involving Kesher Zion Synagogue and Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom.

The “Noisy Grogger Service” for families. Fun for kids at the JCC’s Purim Carnival

A festive time at Chabad’s“Purim in Italy” celebration
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Fromthegrapevine.com
In addition to its main headquarters 

in Cupertino, Calif., and European 
headquarters in Ireland, Apple is 
opening a 180,000 square-foot office 
in Herziliya, Israel. In fact, It is Apple’s 
largest center outside of its home 
base and will initially be home to 800 
employees, mostly engineers working 
on flash memory and 3D technology.  
Apple boss Tim Cook was in Israel 
recently to formally open Apple Israel’s 
new office as well as visit another of 
Apple’s research centers in the Israeli 
town of Haifa.

Apple’s interest in the Israeli high-
tech scene began shortly after Cook 
took over the company from an ailing 
Steve Jobs in 2011. With the purchase 
of two Israeli companies – Anobit, in 
2011, and PrimeSense, in 2014 – and 
the recruitment of more than 1,000 
Israeli engineers, it has pivoted toward 
Israel as a base to continue research 
and development of hardware and 
semiconductors. This is essential 
for a company that relies heavily on 
smaller and more powerful processors 
that allow for the sleek and minimalist 
design of its products. Israel has proven 
an elite breeding ground for such 
technology. Anobit was purchased due 
to its innovative flash-drive memory 
technology, and its 200 employees 
make for the backbone of the new 
center in Herzliya.

Flash memory is an important piece 
of Apple’s technology puzzle as well 
as its long-term strategy for attaining a 
sustainable technological advantage. 
The company has been moving away 
from hard drives for years, starting with 
the iPod, then the iPhone, the iPad, and 
now its MacBook Air laptops, none of 

which have hard drives any longer but 
rather flash memory chips. Removing 
the hard drive is what allows these 
devices to be so thin and run on less 
power. Any technology that improves 
the performance of flash memory, such 
as Anobit’s, is critical.

While the acquisition of Anobit made 
complete sense, Apple’s most recent 
Israeli acquisition of PrimeSense is 
a bit more mysterious. A maker of 3D 
sensors, PrimeSense was an integral 
part of Kinect for Xbox One. No one 
is quite sure what Apple has in mind 
for the company, but rumors are 
rampant, with TechCrunch suggesting 
the acquisition is indicative of Apple’s 
desire to enter the consumer’s living 
room.

With this expansion in Israel, it 
should come as no surprise that last 
summer, Apple also moved to shore 
up its corporate connection to the 
country, appointing Israel-born Johny 
Srouji to vice president of Hardware 
Technologies. He wil l  be leading 
“all custom silicon architecture and 
development” and will be responsible 
for many of Apple’s industry-leading 
devices, according to an Apple news 
release.

Back to the new center and its 
impressive size: it will hold as many 
as 1,200 employees, an indication of 
how much Apple expects its Israeli 
operation to grow over the next few 
years. This is the third off ice for 
the tech giant in the country — all 
establ ished within the last three 
years. The facilities are part of a giant 
complex of 28,000 square meters, and 
Apple reportedly has an option to rent 
space down the line, suggesting even 
bigger plans are on the horizon. 

Why is Apple opening
a major office in Israel?

Local students gathered for a special JCC Youth Event at Snapology in Wyomissing. Here Nathan Graff and 
Aidan Incledon work on programming Aidan’s soccer goalie creation with the help of Jen from Snapology. 
The kicker created by Melanie Wartluft and programmed with help from Elina Alweis and Ruby Nemeroff 

faced off against the soccer goalie. Not pictured is Noah Alweis.

Fun is a snap at JCC youth event

A PJ Library Passover
The JCC hosted a PJ Library Passover event on March 22, featuring stories 

and crafts to prepare for the holiday. PJ Library is a JCC program that provides 
free books to children from birth to the age of 8 along with special programs for 
the youngest members of our community.
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By Alexa Chronister
Last month I attended the National 

Federation of Temple Youth convention 
in Atlanta. NFTY-PAR events held for just 
the Pennsylvania region are truly special, 
but experiencing NFTY with over 1,000 
other kids from regions around the country 
and Canada was a once in a lifetime 
experience I will never forget.

Walking into a giant room filled with 
so many teens, I felt like this was a 
place I belonged. I met up with some of 
my friends from Urban Mitzvah Corps, 
a program in which I participated last 
summer volunteering as a camp counselor 
for underprivileged kids. I also met up with 
NFTY-PAR friends and Camp Harlam 
friends.

This convention gave me a chance 
to see friends from Florida, California, 
Virginia, Pennsylvania and New York. 
We stayed in a hotel for four nights and 
experienced something that would change 
our lives forever. 

The teens participated in programs 
where we heard the most inspiring 
speakers, including a man pushing for 
stricter gun laws after he experienced 
gun violence first hand in the Virginia Tech 
shooting.

During this program each teen received 
an index card with the name of a victim of 
gun violence.  There were 600 names 
representing victims since the Sandy Hook 
Elementary shooting.

I finally realized just how many victims 
of gun violence there are every year.  NFTY 
wants all of us to take a stand against gun 
violence and asked the teens to sign a 
petition for enforced background checks. 
This is the Reform Jewish standpoint, and 
together we can all make a difference. 

I also participated in a program about 
race and privilege.

This program used an analogy to 
explain the complex nature of our society 
and how our privilege comes into play. In 

a simulation activity, everyone received 
two pieces of paper. One had a number 
and one was a blank page. We were told 
to place ourselves along a random spot 
on the wall. This spot represented a child 
who has no choice in the place in which 
she lives and the circumstances in which 
she is born. The leader then put out an 
empty box. This represented success if 
you were able to throw your paper into the 
box successfully.

Before throwing the paper, we were 
told to take the number of steps that were 
written on the paper.  Some paper ended 
up next to the box while others weren’t 
even close. Not many people were able 
to achieve success by getting the paper 
in the box, but those who did consisted 
mainly of people who were very close to 
the box. Some people could just throw 
their paper right in. Others were slightly 
farther back, but still it was an easy shot. 
Others were even further back but had 
good throwing skills to be successful. Too 
many of us were stuck so far away that it 
was impossible to achieve success.

Privilege is something that is not easily 
recognizable, especially when you’re so 
close to the box. People tend not to look 
behind at the other people struggling. All 
you can look at is the people closer to the 
box than you are. It is hard to recognize 
you have privilege yourself when you only 
see people who have more than you. 
Privilege isn’t a bad thing and with it we 
can use our resources to help perform 
tikun olam and heal the world. 

Another enjoyable memory was to 
going to the Atlanta Zoo.   NFTY provided 
us with food,  a caricaturist, and a henna 
artist.  Later that night Jewish musician 
Dan Nicholgave a private concert to all 
the teens.  

One of my other favorite activities 
was going to the Civil and Human Rights 
Museum. This had a lasting impact on me.

I sat down at a lunch counter and put on 

headphones to participate in a simulation 
of what it felt like to be in a sit-in protest. 
People left the simulation crying.

I can’t begin to explain how much it felt 
like you were actually there. When I first 
put on my headphones I lasted about 10 
seconds before pulling them off to see if 
people were behind me.

I learned about the civil rights movement 
that happened so long ago, but also the 
human rights around the world that we 
are still fighting for today. Social action is 
a huge Jewish value and was incorporated 
into many of the activities.  

Shabbat was a really special time for 
me because I have never participated 
in a service with that many kids. It was 
amazing to look around and realize that 
everyone here was Jewish and could all 
pray in the same way no matter where 
they came from. 

NFTY teens met up with BBYO teens 
for a few programs as well as a big 
gathering. It was the largest gathering of 
Jewish teens ever.

It was an amazing feeling to be a part 
of it. We broke down the walls between 
the youth groups by remembering that we 
are all Jewish and should treat everyone 
as one of us no matter what youth 
organization they belong to.

I look forward to the day when the 
name of the organization doesn’t even 
faze teens. My friends from NFTY met 
my friends from BBYO, and I don’t know if 
there will ever be another time we will all be 
in the same room again. In that moment, 
NFTY was BBYO and BBYO was NFTY.

This experience actually changed who 
I am as a person. I found out so much 
about myself and about myself as a Jew.

The withdrawal that I have when I 
came home from a month of sleepaway 
camp was the same feeling I had when I 
had only been at convention for five days.
This experience will stay with me forever, 
and I hope that many more teens take 
this opportunity, meet new friends, hang 
out with old friends, and celebrate being 
Jewish.

Youth News

Local participants in the BBYO 
International Convention in Atlanta in 
February shared their experiences.

BBYO’s annua International Convention 
(IC) gives Jewish teens from around the 
world, including countries such as Lithuania, 
Argentina, and Israel, a chance to learn, 
network, and have fun. 

As an active member in BBYO and 
NFTY (North American Federation of 
Temple Youth), I was delighted to see IC’s 
collaboration with NFTY’s Convention. 
The organizations both demonstrated to 
their members the importance of a uniting. 
Locally, I have seen the “rivalry” among the 
two Jewish youth groups and have tried to 
be a source of communicaiton. I view the 
organizations as having a common goal, to 
unite, entertain, and educate Jewish teens 
who may not have access to the culture on 
their own. I like to pretend the organizations 
were inspired by my local goals, but really, I 
was simply fortunate enough to be part of the 
first national collaboration between BBYO’s 
and NFTY’s national conventions.

 By Marissa Missan
Jewish teens stronger together

Six years ago I was lucky enough to meet 
three of my best friends— Rachel, Jenna and 
Lani — at Berkshire Hills Eisenberg Camp, a 
Jewish summer camp in Copake N.Y.. Four 
years later in Bethany, Va., I met another best 
friend, Jess, at BBYO’s Chapter Leadership 

Training Conference, or CLTC for short. 
Although they’re my best friends, we are 
separated by many miles and don’t get to see 
each other often.  Luckily, we all found a home 
in our respective BBYO regions and take 
every opportunity to see each other and our 
other Jewish friends through BBYO events.

BBYO’s International Convention is one 
of our favorites, and the five-day 2015 Atlanta 
Convention lived up to our expectations.  I 
had the time of my life and was lucky that I 
was able to share every program, volunteer 
day, concert, and speaker, with at least one 
of my friends. Five days may not seem like 
a lot of time, but when you haven’t seen 
someone in over three months, you learn to 
appreciate every minute. The best part about 
BBYO friends is that you can go months 
without seeing them, and when you are 
finally together, it’s as if nothing has changed.

While BBYO and International 
Convention gave me the opportunity to 
connect with old friends, when over 2000 
Jewish teens from over 30 countries get 
together, new friendships are made at every 
corner. Thanks to BBYO, I have friends in 
almost every state, and while I don’t always 
think about it, the fact that they are Jewish 
means a lot to me.  Living in Berks County, 
Jewish friends are hard to come by, BBYO 
has given me the opportunity to continue my 
Jewish friendships beyond religious school 
and camp and make many new ones.  I 

have no doubt, and am grateful, my BBYO 
friendships will be with me for life.

  By JoJo Ure
A great chance to meet new people
There were so many memorable aspects 

to my experience at IC, but what really stood 
out to me was the variety of people. Teens I 
met were not just from all over the U.S. but 
from countries around the entire world.

My absolute favorite part of the entire time 
I spent in Georgia was “separates.” This is 
a time where girls and guys separate to do 
certain activities on their own. I ended up 
being put with a group of kids I never met, 
which at first, can be somewhat scary, but 
I quickly learned that they were amazing 

people with amazing backgrounds. There 
were two kids from Estonia, one from 
Lithuania, one from Latvia, and one from 
Georgia (In Europe, not America). Having 
never met before and having so many 
differences between all of us, we managed 
not just to get along but to truly enjoy each 
others company.

I think it is astounding that we could meet 
and have nothing in common other than the 
fact that we are all Jewish, and create strong 
bonds in a matter of days. Something like this 
just couldn’t happen anywhere else, and that 
is what I feel was truly special about BBYO 
and International Convention 2015.

 By Brandon Missan

Reflections on BBYO International Convention

Want to learn more about Jewish youth groups?
For BBYO, contact Janine Ure via the Jewish Federation, 610-921-0624.

For National Federation of Temple Youth, contact Scott Stein via Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom, 610-375-6034

Alexa Chronister, bottom left, and friends at the NFTY convention.

National NFTY convention an unforgettable time

A moment of international solidarity at the BBYO convention in Atlanta.
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By Vicky Sokoloff
After the brutal ly harsh winter 

we have endured, we are all looking 
forward to spring f lowers — and 
wondering how the sub-zero cold spells 
will affect them. It’s hard to predict what 
the short-term and long-term damage 
will be. The constant snowpack on 
the ground will have provided some 
protection to the plants’ root systems. 
That is in some ways less damaging 
than a winter in which temperatures 
fluctuate wildly, putting the ground 
through numerous freeze/thaw cycles. 
But the prolonged cold is taking its toll 
on the above ground portions of our 
plants. People in the areas that were 
hard hit by last spring’s hailstorm are 
worried about yet another stress to 
plants in such a short time. But my 
biggest concern is for the small shrubs 
and woody perennials that have been 
nearly encased in snow for months.

It will be important to protect plants 
from any addit ional stress in the 
upcoming growing season. If you must 
prune, do it lightly. Apply fertilizer a bit 
lighter than normal. Don’t move a plant 
if you can wait. Water when necessary; 
but do it deeply so the water gets to the 
root area. All these tips will help your 
plants recover.

Normally helebores are already 
blooming at this time of year. But 
it’s pretty obvious that not much can 
possibly happen under 25 inches of 
snow. Even my winter blooming jasmine 
had yet to show a blossom as I write 
this in late February.

I am certainly looking forward to 
the early bloomers: snowdrops, squill, 
& crocus. My all time favorite of the 
early bloomers is Iris reticulata, a lovely 
purple dwarf iris. In a typical year they 
would already to starting to bloom by 
end of  February.

It’s obvious that spring will be late 
arriving. Even as our temperatures 
warm to more normal levels, it will take 
time for the ground to warm up enough 
for plant growth. It will also take time for 
the ground to dry out for spring planting. 
So it makes sense to consider starting 
some seeds indoors this year.

If you don’t have plant pots, just poke 
a few small holes in the bottom of some 
plastic cups. Fill with moistened seed 
starting mix. Place the cups on a plastic 
or styrafoam tray. Plant 1-2 seeds per 
cup. Cover lightly with more soil mix. 
Put the whole tray in a clear plastic bag 

and place it 
i n  a  w a r m 
s p o t .  Yo u 
won’ t  need 
l i g h t  u n t i l 
s e e d l i n g s 
come up. The 
bag will help 
c o n s e r v e 
both heat and 

moisture.
When the seedling emerge, move 

to spot with at least eight hours of 
l ight. A warm sunny window or a 
shoplight over a shelf will work. Keep 
moist, but not wet. Blow into the bag 
(like a balloon) and tie. The carbon 
dioxide is good for the plants, and 
the added air will keep the bag from 
resting on the seedlings. Be sure to 
label each plant, especially if you 
have more than one variety. The soda 
can tags mentioned last month are 
ideal since they can stay with the plant 
when it goes outside.

Most seedling should be planted six 
to eight weeks before last frost, which is 
typically May 15. But I am counting back 
from May 25 this year, so I didn’t start 
seedlings until mid to late March. The 
most crucial step is hardening off the 
seedling before they go into the garden. 
That means first taking them outside for 
just an hour or two on a warm day, but 
keeping them in light shade. 

Each day the t ime outs ide is 
increased slightly and exposure to 
full sun is started slowly. The whole 
process takes about two weeks. 
Provide protection if there are animals 
in the garden that would harm your 
plants. When the time comes to move 
the seedlings to their permanent home, 
try to plant them on a slightly cloudy 
day so the roots will not be exposed to 
drying sun. If tomatoes are among the 
plants you are putting into the garden, 
add 1-2 crushed eggshells to each 
plant. Plants need moisture, but too 
much water is the quickest way to kill 
almost any plant. Actual conditions, not 
a predetermined schedule, will dictate 
if and how often to water.

If you have specific questions about 
a plant or plant problem, contact the 
Berks County Master Gardeners at 610 
378-1327 and ask for the Hort Desk. 

Seasonal tip: if squirrels are a 
problem at your bird feeder, try adding 
some hot pepper flakes to your bird 
seed.

Gardening with Vicky

Looking forward to spring flowers

Iris reticulata

Congratu lat ions to p laywr ight 
Vicki Graff, who wrote the libretto for 
the production of “The Bear Prince,” 
a jazz opera adapted from a Mexican 
folk tale and produced by the Yocum 
Institute at the Miller Center in March.

***
Mazel tov to grandparents Karen 

and Marty Jacobson and parents 
Jonathan Jacobson and Michaela 
Minor on the birth of Daya Avigail 
Rose in Williams, Ariz.

***
Congratulations to Schuykill Valley 

High School senior Lexi Glassmire, 
d a u g h t e r  o f  M i s s y  a n d  G a l e n 
Glassmire, for her performance at the 
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic 
Associat ion Dist r ic t  3 swimming 
championship held in Mechanicsburg 
in February.

Lexi earned her first individual 
district gold medal by winning the 
girls AA 100 fly and was part of the 
200 medley relay that won a gold 
medal.

***
Congratulations to Cheryl and 

Eric Farber on the birth of their first 
grandchild, Evelyn Rose, daughter of 
Sarah Farber and her husband, Jay 
Guillou, of San Francisco.

***

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  M a r k 
Goldberg, son of Debbie and David 
Goldberg, who is one of five members 
of the Wyomissing High School team 
that won the Berks County STEM 
(science, technology, engineering 
and math) competition sponsored 
by the Berks County Intermediate 
Unit. The team designed a system to 
allow homeowners and businesses 
to monitor household energy use. 
The team will represent the county 
in the Governor’s STEM Competition 
in May. 

***
Congratulations to  EM3 Laine 

Heisler; daughter of Lorrie Heisler 
and Allen Heisler and granddaughter 
of Jeannette Saft and Goldie Heisler. 
For the past year Laine has been 
studying in the U.S. Naval Nuclear 
Power Program in Charleston, S.C. 
As of March 20, Laine has officially 
become a graduate of the Nuclear 
P rog ram fo r  t he  Navy  and  w i l l 
continue her nuclear power training 
in Charleston.

We love good news about members 
of our community! Please share it by 
emailing Marknem@aol.com.

Until next time: Shalom!
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Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.

EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T Y

If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org

Neil Hoffman, semiretired Reading 
Hosp i t a l  pa tho log i s t ,  l ong t ime 
Berks County resident and avid and 
accomplished amateur clarinetist, will 
present a recital at the WCR, Center 
for the Art, 140 N Fifth St., Reading, on 
Wednesday, May 13, at 7:30 p.m. He 
will be assisted by Katherine Harris of 
the renowned Russian Trio; Francine 
Black, Artistic Director of Berks Opera 
Company; and Julie Beth Drey, bass 
clarinetist of the Reading Symphony 
Orchestra.

Dr. Hoffman, playing both clarinet and 
the rare basset horn, will play works by 
Schubert, J.S. Bach, and Mendelssohn.  
The final piece on the program will be the 
extraordinary and rarely heard sonata for 
clarinet and piano by Soviet composer 
Mieczyslaw (Mojsze) Weinberg (1919-
96). Composed in 1945, this piece makes 
clear elegiac references to his lost family 
and Yiddish Culture of Warsaw and 
Kishinev, perished in the Holocaust.

The performance will be for the benefit 
of Friends of Chamber Music of Reading, 
with which Dr. Hoffman has long been 
affiliated.  It will be open to the public with 
a recommended donation of  $25, which 
can be mailed ahead of time or collected 

at the door. 
To make a donation in advance, 

mail a check made out to Friends of 
Chamber Music, 1320 E Wyomissing 
Blvd., Reading, PA 19611

There will be a catered reception 
following the event. 

Local pathologist to give recital

    BERKS CARDIOLOGISTS, LTD. 
        and Diagnostics Imaging Center 

                       2605 KEISER BLVD. 
WYOMISSING, PA  19610 
FOR AN APPOINTMENT, CALL 

(610) 685-8500 

Gary M. Lattin, MD   Hani H. Salha, MD 
Charles R. Minehart, MD  Rajendra H. Solanki, DO 
Meir Mazuz, MD   Ronald J. Polinsky, Jr., MD 
Guy N. Piegari, Jr., MD  Michael B. Russo, MD 
Frank Politzer, MD   Christopher B. Rogers, DO 
Louis Borgatta, MD   Troy W. Trayer, DO 
Mayank R. Modi, MD   Nicholas A. Rossi, DO 
Andrew R. Waxler, MD  
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By Sari Incledon, M.Ed.
S p r i n g  i s 

h e r e ,  a n d  w e 
have completed 
our Uni ted Way 
a p p l i c a t i o n !  
A l t h o u g h  t h e 
w o r k  i n v o l v e d 
wi th complet ing 
the application is 
t ime-consuming, 
learning the results 
can g ive us a l l 
an appreciat ion 
of the work Jewish Family Service 
does in impacting our local Jewish 
community. The United Way provides 
$71,000 to support three Jewish Family 
Service programs; case management, 
taxi transportation and the monthly 

food pantry, located at Kesher Zion 
Synagogue.

The case management program 
includes a great majority of what we 
do — providing counseling; information 
and referral services; outreach visits 
to and Jewish holiday celebrations at 
hospitals, nursing homes and other long 
term care facilities; running Friendship 
Circle, our weekly senior programs, and 
offering Living with Loss, a bimonthly 
bereavement group.  In 2014, these 
programs touched the lives of 309 
Jewish people in the Berks County 
community and some of their out-of-
town family members. Our one full-
time social worker and one part-time 
social worker made 861 phone calls, 
159 office visits, 129 home visits, 228 
hospital visits, 533 nursing home visits, 

20 bereavement group sessions and 
55 senior luncheons and programs.  
Our counseling and information and 
referral services cover a wide range of 
concerns but are most often utilized for 
aging and senior service issues.

Our food pantry cont inues to 
provide groceries monthly to both 
members of the Jewish community and 
to the diverse population of the city 
of Reading. In 2014 we served more 
than 2,000 people, 270 more than in 
2013. In 2014 we distributed more than 
60,000 pounds of food to an average of 
142 households each month. This is a 
sizable increase over 2013, when we 
distributed 50,000 pounds of food to an 
average of 120 households. In addition 
this month we bought Passover food for 
11 Jewish households and for Jewish 

inmates at Berks County Prison. We 
are very grateful to a large group of 
dedicated volunteers who assist us 
each month at the food pantry and to 
the Kesher Zion Synagogue community 
and staff for providing space and 
support, enabling us to operate this 
program that helps so many.

Las t ,  bu t  no t  leas t ,  our  tax i 
transportation program was used by 
41 seniors and disabled people in 2014.  
Jewish Family Service sells taxi coupon 
books with 25 coupons worth $3 each. 
The price for each book is just $25 
for $75 worth of taxi service. Through 
the generosity of the United Way and 
donors to the Jewish Federation, 
clients are able to use this program to 
help maintain their independence and 
participate in community activities.

United Way supports crucial programs
Jewish Family Service
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By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
Thank you to Dave 

Walker for participating 
in our car donation 
program.  The proceeds 
from his auctioned car 
will help support our 
programs.  If you would 
like to learn more about 
this easy way to help 

JFS (and get a tax donation at the same 
time) call me at 610-921-0624 or go to 
www.charitableautoresources.com.

Each month our food bank serves more 
and more people.  (In March we served 
182 people in 62 households).  We could 
not provide this important service without 
dedicated volunteers.  Thank you to long-
time volunteers Karen Sherman and Norman 
Wilikofsky and to our new volunteers Jan 

Simon and VeeVee Scott.  We could not run 
the food bank without them.

On April 2 JFS sponsored a Seder at 
the Manor at Market Square. The Manor’s 
residents were joined by residents of 
Providence House and Friendship Circle 
seniors. Boscov’s provided a delicious meal, 
enjoyed by all.  A big thank you to baker 
extraordinaire Sheila Bornstein for furnishing 
participants with a vast array of gourmet 

Pesadich desserts. Thanks to Jeff Bornstein 
and Corinne Wernick for their assistance in 
serving the meal.  Generous contributions 
made in memory of Natalie Adelglass by 
family and friends underwrote the Seder.

Finally, thanks to the bakers of the 
Kesher Zion religious school and Temple 
Oheb Sholom’s sisterhood for providing us 
with hamentashen that were distributed to 
seniors in long term care residences.

Jewish Family Service

Living with Loss
Mondays, May 10 and 24, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.

For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Car donation helps sustain JFS programs
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Did you know the Hampton Inn Wyomissing is newly 
renovated? It’s true, when your family comes to town, 
why crowd your home? We have a heated indoor pool, 

complimentary hot breakfast, and a good night’s sleep on our 
famous Cloud 9 bed. Did you also know that we wash our 
comforters and pillows with every stay? Wouldn’t you want 

your loved ones here with us instead of worrying where you’ll 
find room? With the Hampton’s 100% guarantee

you can’t go wrong.
Hampton Inn Wyomissing

1800 Papermill Road, Wyomissing, PA 19560
610-374-8100

Meals • Housekeeping • Activities • Transportation 
 All-Inclusive Monthly Rent • No Buy-ins

803 Penn Street • Reading, PA 19601 
 www.manoratmarketsquare.com • 610-373-0800

Some patients require additional  
care after their hospital discharge. 

Planning ahead will make  
things easier for you after you leave. 
Learn about the services available 

for you or a loved one!

Please RSVP by calling 610-373-0800.

INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING

What happens after  
a hospital stay?

Thursday, May 20 • 11:30 am
at Manor at Market Square

Join us for this informative seminar presented by

FREE parking in  
the Berks Encore  

parking lot  
located at 9th  

and Court Street.

Jewish Family Service Food Pantry Collection

We are serving more families 
each month! Please bring 

donations of canned tuna, soup, 
fruits and vegetables to 
Kesher Zion or the JCC.

Thank you!

Living with Loss
Mondays, April 13 and 27,

3 - 4:30 p.m. at the JCC
For more information, call Sari at 610-921-0624

We also need plastic and paper grocery bags!

Please RSVP to Krista at 610-616-5112

803 Penn Street, Reading, PA 19601 
www.manoratms.com • 610-616-5112

Let's get together...

If you’ve never been to Manor at Market Square, we’d like to tell you  
about our affordable senior living community and why so many seniors  

are choosing Manor at Market Square as their new home!

Join us for a complimentary meal, meet new friends,  
and enjoy some lively conversation! 

Lunch • April 16 • 11:30am  
WYOMISSING FAMILY RESTAURANT  1245 Penn Ave.,Wyomissing PA

Breakfast • April 20 • 9am  
CROSSROADS FAMILY RESTAURANT  4643 Pottsville Pike, Reading PA

Breakfast • April 23 • 8:30am  
CHATTY’S  3130 Pricetown Road, Fleetwood PA

Chabad Lubavitch invites you to  
A Kosher Cooking Class for Ladies!

B”H

Learn how to make delicious, golden  potato kugel (pudding)

Sunday, april 19, 2015 • 6:30 pm
At Chabad Lubavitch
2320 Hampden Blvd

claSS #5: 

Traditional Potato Kugel

with a modern twist

Traditional Foods

Cost: $10
RSVP by April 15 to lipskerreading@aol.com or 610-334-1577.

SAVE  
THE daTE:
may 17

Cheesecake  
Bakeoff

Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis
Physicians: 

James P. Restrepo, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
Charles K. Lutz, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Nurse Practitioner: 

Rosemarie Montgomery
MS, CRNP, FNP-C

Audiologists: 
 

Kathleen D. Vivaldi, AuD, FAAA 
Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA

Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD

Hearing and Balance Disorders  
State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings  

In House Hearing Aid Repairs

985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net
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By Rabbi Barry Dov Lerner
Branch Director, Gratz JCHS

Calendar updates
No school April 5. Classes reopen 

April 12 and continue weekly until May 
17, the last day of school.

Calendar online at www.gratz.
edu/page/-/uploads/hs-registration-
documents/2014-15Calendar.pdf

Report from AIPAC
We were delighted to hear in person 

from Marissa Missan and Brett Driben at 
a meeting of the students of our JCHS 
during a snack break. They shared with 
us some of their experiences while 
participating in the most recent gathering 
for AIPAC, part of a delegation of 16,000 
meeting to hear from leadership of 
the American-Israel Political Action 
Committee in March. See Page 5 for 
more on their experiences at the event.

We are very proud of them, and we 
are planning to continue to send our 
students on such Jewish leadership 
experiences this coming year. These will 
include weekend programs also offered 
by National Federation of Temple Youth 
and B’nai B’rith Youth Organization.

Foreign Students Visit JCHS
We were honored to welcome two 

students visiting from Munich, Germany, 
who have been hosted by the McIntosh 
and Cardinal families. Each was made to 
feel welcome in the Reading community, 
and we were delighted to have them 
experience our classes. 

Preparing for Passover
As part of our preparation for 

Passover, Rabbi Dov distr ibuted 
materials that included a dedication to our 
JCHS students. These include “A Basic 
Haggadah for the Seder,”  A collection of 

programs and recipes for Haroset, the 
“World’s Largest Seder Songbook”and 
a listing of many available files for 
download. There are files available for 
download of l i terally hundreds of 
“Supplementary Seder Readings” which 
can make your Seder more meaningful 
and provoke discussion.

Go to Rabbi Dov’s website, www.
jewishfreeware.org/, and click on 
Passover in the directory. Download to 
your heart’s delight, share with friends 
and family. It is all free. 

Adiv Vivek Lift z”l  Memorial
Students paused in late March in the 

week of the yahrzeit of a former student, 
Adiv Lift, who moved from Reading to 
Harrisburg. He was active in Gratz, our 
youth community, Camp Galil and then 
in the Harrisburg Jewish community. 
Tragically, he lost his life in an auto 

accident a year ago in Harrisburg.
Rabbi Dov spoke for a moment about 

Adiv and the incredible outpouring of 
respectful love of the youth communities 
for Adiv and leading a traditional memorial 
prayer in English and Hebrew. Then,  
those who wished to join Adiv’s mother, 
Dr. Varsha Lift and his older brother Elan, 
who joined us for this moment, were   
invited to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish.

Dr. Lift shared some memories about Adiv 
along with an Israeli musical poet’s piece, 
“Mah Avareich,” “How Shall I Bless You.” She 
and Elan expressed their appreciation for the 
many members of the Reading community 
who attended the funeral,

Rabbi Dov established a memorial 
prize in Adiv’s memory to be presented 
annually to a student who reflects the very 
special  human and Jewish commitment 
to other which marked Adiv’s too brief life.

Busy times continue as Gratz year turns to spring

m e m o r i a l  l e c t u r e

35th annual

Leo Camp
MetaMaus presented by Pulitzer Prize-winning artist, illustrator and author

Art Spiegelman 

Tuesday, April 21, 2015
7:30 p.m., Wachovia Theatre, Albright College • Free and open to the public, Experience Event
A talk-with-images version of the MetaMaus book with a focus on answering “why comics?” are the medium Art Spiegelman works in, showing historical and contemporary 
examples. Spiegelman takes on why the animal metaphor and racial caricature are at the heart of this genocidal project (“Why Mice?”); and talks about why his personal past—

rather than, say, a desire to rid current cultural trends toward victim-culture and “holokitsch”—made Maus a necessary work.

The talk, like the book, ultimately concerns itself with the creative process: it’s a plea for communication as an essential component of art (rather than the Modernist notion of the 
artist-as-shaman or the cynical devaluation of art as being just a rarified form of commerce). This talk is entertaining as well as thought-provoking and moving.

For more information, call 610-921-0624. Sponsored by Albright College and Jewish Federation of Reading.

Our residents agree. That’s why we’re proud to announce that 
The Highlands has started an exciting new partnership with 
Alvernia that allows our residents to attend free Seniors College 
courses at the University. And for those who don’t want to travel, 
select courses are offered on The Highlands’ campus!

A member of Reading Health System

“Commit Yourself to Lifelong 
Learning. The Most Valuable 
Asset You’ll Ever Have is Your 
Mind and What You Put Into It.” 

– Brian Tracy

610-775-2300 • www.thehighlands.org
2000 Cambridge Ave • Wyomissing, PA

Call today to learn more!

Lifelong Learning . . . 
It’s just one more way The Highlands is redefining retirement living! 
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JNS.org
With the nuclear negot iat ions 

between Iran and the P5+1 powers 
(U.S., U.K., France, Russia, China, 
and Germany) intensifying, Israel’s 
objections to the parameters of the 
emerging deal have been highly 
pub l ic ized.  But  lesser  known is 
t he  g row ing  unease  abou t  t he 
negotiations among many leading 
Arab states.

For nations such as Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates, and Egypt, 
which all have Sunni Muslim-majority 
populations, Iran — which is a Shi’a 
Muslim and ethnically Persian country 
— has long been viewed as a regional 
rival.

Lying on the strategic crossroads 
between Central Asia and the Middle 
East, Iran is one of the world’s top 
oil producers and the main regional 
competitor for the oil-rich Arab Gulf 
states, which are vying for power in 
regional conflicts such as those inside 
Syria, Iraq, and Yemen. 

Recent media reports said that in 
closed talks with European lawmakers, 
Saudi diplomats expressed their 
willingness to lend Saudi Arabia’s 
airspace to Israel for a possible attack 
against Iran’s nuclear facilities.

“Although those reports have been 
officially denied by both Riyadh (the 
Saudi capital) and Jerusalem, this 
kind of cooperation makes strategic 
sense,” Ilan Berman, vice president of 
the American Foreign Policy Council 
th ink tank,  to ld JNS.org.  “Saudi 
Arabia and Israel both feel betrayed 
by the current negotiations underway 
with Iran, and both feel they need 
to make alternative plans to cope 
with what both view as an existential 
threat to its existence.”

But Dalia Dassa Kaye, director 
of the Center for Middle East Public 
Policy at the RAND Corporation think 
tank, cautioned against reading too 
much into reports of Saudi-Israeli 
cooperation.

“While it is absolutely true that the 
Saudis share Israel’s concerns over 

Iran’s nuclear capability, and in that 
sense they are tacitly aligned, I think 
the Saudis would be extremely wary 
of any support for military action that 
would implicate them in the attacks,” 
Dassa Kaye told JNS.org. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  s h a r e d 
skepticism of Israel and the Arab 
Gulf states about the current nuclear 
talks has shifted regional priorities.

“Like Israel, the Gulf Arab states 
are deeply skeptical about the current 
negotiations,” Berman said. “They 
see them as a vehicle that will grant 
Iran both nuclear status and allow it 
to dominate the region. That’s why, 
more and more, the Gulf states have 
drifted into strategic alignment with 
Israel on the issue.”

The current Mideast alignment 
is a far different one than Israel 
exper ienced dur ing the f i rst  few 
decades of its existence.

In its early years, Israel had warm 
re la t ionsh ips wi th  the non-Arab 
regional powers such as Turkey and 
Iran, which both recognized Israel 
soon after it declared independence 
in 1948. At the time, both countries 
were staunch U.S. allies in the Cold 
War and were deeply suspicious of 
Arab regional political power such 
as the pan-Arabism espoused by 
Egyptian leader Gamal Abdel Nasser, 
who was an ally of the Soviet Union.

Although their grievance of the 
unresolved Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
remains, many Arab states have 
come to real ize that Israel is no 
longer their primary concern. The 
growing regional aspirations of Iran 
in conflicts in Iraq and Syria, as well 
as the r ise of Islamic extremism 
through the Islamic State terror group 
and the Muslim Brotherhood, have 
become more pressing matters for 
Arab leaders. 

Decades ago, Israel sought close 
relations with the Shah of Iran to 
counter the threat posed by the Arab 
states. But today Israel is doing the 
opposite, making overtures to Arab 
leaders to support them against Iran.

In the lead-up to Israeli Prime 
Min is te r  Ben jamin  Netanyahu ’s 
recent speech to the U.S. Congress 
about the Iranian nuclear program, 
Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. Ron 
Dermer invited his Arab counterparts 
to attend the speech.

While the Arab diplomats declined 
the invitation, many media outlets in 
the Arab world, including in Saudi 
Arabia, praised Netanyahu’s address, 
which called on American lawmakers 
to reject a “bad deal” with Iran that 
would allow it to retain significant 
portions of its nuclear program. 

“Who could believe that Netanyahu 
today has taken a better stand than 
Obama with regard to the Iranian 
nuc lear  f i le?”  co lumnis t  Ahmed 
al-Faraj wrote in the Saudi dai ly 
newspaper Al-Jazirah.

An editorial by Faisal Abbas, the 
editor-in-chief of the Saudi-owned 
Dubai-based news outlet Al-Arabiya, 
stated that Netanyahu’s Congress 
speech “hit the nail right on the head” 
in his assessment of the Iranian 
threats in the Middle East.

Besides the al ignment on the 
Iranian nuclear issue, Israel enjoys 
warm government-to-government 
relations with two Arab neighbors. As 
the only two Arab countries that have 
agreed to a peace treaties with Israel, 
Egypt and Jordan have recent ly 
increased security cooperation with 
the Jewish stare.

Under President Abdel-Fattah El-
Sisi, Egypt has quietly worked closely 
with Israel on combating Islamic 
terrorist groups in the Sinai Peninsula 
such as Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis (which 
recently declared its allegiance to 
Islamic State), in addition to cracking 
down on Hamas, which draws support 
from Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood 
and uses the Sinai for smuggling 
weapons and other goods. El-Sisi 
also launched attacks against Islamic 
State terrorists in Libya after their 
execution of 20 Coptic Christians 
there. 

El-Sisi has called for the formation 
of an Arab regional alliance to fight 
common threats such as Islamic 
extremism and Iran.

“We want to defend our nations and 
this is the time when we join our hands 
together,” he told Al-Arabiya before 
a visit to Saudi Arabia on March 1. 
“There is a good opportunity now for 
us to start a discussion about it.”

The RAND Corporation’s Dassa 
Kaye told JNS.org, “The relationship 
right now between the Saudis and 
Egyptians is a strong one. The more 
conservative Arab gulf states are 
bolstering the El-Sisi government as 
part of a so-called counter revolution 
to support anti-Islamist governments.”

At the same time, the Wall Street 
Journal reported in late February 
that leading Arab countries, including 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Egypt, and the 
United Arab Emirates, have said 
any nuclear deal that allows Iran to 
retain its capacity to enrich uranium 

— which can be used to produce a 
nuclear weapon — would likely force 
them to develop their own nuclear 
capabilities.

Arab leaders are increasingly 
e x p r e s s i n g  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e 
potential ramifications of the emerging 
nuclear deal between Iran and world 
powers, part icularly the l i f t ing of 
economic sanct ions against  the 
Islamic Republic.

Fol lowing a March 5 meet ing 
with Saudi Arabia’s King Salman 
and Foreign Minister Prince Saud 
al-Faisal, Secretary of State Kerry 
said the U.S. is not seeking a “grand 
bargain” with Iran and will not “take 
our eye off of Iran’s other destabilizing 
actions in places like Syria, Lebanon, 
Iraq, and the Arabian peninsula, 
Yemen particularly.” 

Yet Prince al-Faisal reiterated 
his concern about Iran’s regional 
power play, citing reports that Iran 
is involved in Iraq’s efforts to retake 
Tikrit as part of operations against 
Islamic State.

“The situation in Tikrit is a prime 
example of what we are worr ied 
about. Iran is taking over the country,” 
Prince al-Faisal said.

In  h i s  address  to  Congress , 
Netanyahu outlined Tehran’s efforts 
to spread its influence throughout 
the Middle East, saying that Iran is 
currently dominating four capitals 
i n  the  reg ion—Baghdad  ( I raq ) , 
Damascus (Syria), Beirut (Lebanon), 
and Sana’a (Yemen). Both Israeli and 
Arab leaders fear that the lifting of 
international sanctions against Iran 
would allow the Islamic Republic’ 
economy to prosper again, thereby 
allowing Iran to increase its influence 
in conf l ic t  zones throughout the 
Middle East. 

At the same time, RAND’s Dassa 
Kaye believes Saudi Arabia may be 
able to live with a less-than-ideal 
nuclear agreement.

“It is my understanding that the 
Saudis would not be enthusiastic 
about a nuclear deal, but if [a deal] 
really set the Iranian program back, 
I think ultimately they would adapt to 
an agreement and would find other 
ways to contain and compete with 
Iran in the region,” Dassa Kaye said. 

Yet for Israel, as Netanyahu has 
stressed, the Iranian nuclear threat is 
a matter of survival. Iranian Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has 
repeatedly called for the annihilation 
of the Jewish state. 

“Prime Minister Netanyahu has 
said that the alternative to a bad deal 
is a better deal. This is not a flippant 
line,” the American Foreign Policy 
Council’s Berman told JNS.org. “The 
West has tremendous economic and 
political leverage over the Islamic 
Republic. It can use this dominant 
posit ion to pressure Iran into an 
agreement that better addresses 
concerns about its nuclear program, 
if only the United States and its allies 
have the political will to do so.”

Arab Gulf  states increasingly align with Israel on Iranian nuclear threat

 

for an enlightening discussion regarding Jewish and Christian perspectives on the 
subject of charity, as Pastor Richard Moore of St. John’s Lutheran Church and 

Rabbi Brian Michelson of Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom                            
share their viewpoints. 

 

The event will be moderated by George Balchunas, a candidate in this year’s 
Olivet Boys and Girls Club Kiss a Pig Fundraiser, followed by a brief presentation 

by an Olivet club representative. 
Please come and support George in his efforts to raise funds                                

for Olivet’s great work! 
 

Sunday, April 19th  2:00 PM 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

4125 Penn Ave. Sinking Spring 
 

The event is FREE and open to the public. 
Donations will be solicited and most welcome! 

 
 
 

 
 

Join us, 

Jewish & Christian 

 

The official registration and financial information of the Olivet Boys & Girls Club of Reading and Berks County may be obtained                                      
from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1 (800) 732-0999.Registration does not imply endorsement.  

For Online Donations: Visit   http://olivetbgc.org/kissapig.htm  
& Click on George’s picture 

Page � Shalom March 2010

By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
We invite the entire 

community to attend a 
program Jewish Family 
Service is sponsoring: 
“What Every Family 
Needs to Know about 
A lcoho l  and Drug 
Abuse & Addiction: An 
Interactive Dialogue 
with David Rotenberg.”  
This program will be held Wednesday, 
April 28 at 7 p.m. at the JCC.

David is the executive director of 
Adolescent Youth Services at Caron 
Foundation, however his presentation 

will not be limited to issues dealing with 
adolescents.  Drug and alcohol abuse is 
a problem for all age groups, and we all 
need to know more about it.

In a recent article, “Overcoming 
Denial” (Na’amat Woman Winter 2009/10) 
Barbara Trainin Blank wrote: “Alcohol and 
chemical dependency don’t discriminate, 
affecting Jews and non-Jews alike, and 
women as much as men. Addiction 
and alcoholism can be found in every 
socioeconomic and religious segment of 
the Jewish community”.

An ar t ic le  on the JACS Web 
site (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically 
Dependent Persons and Significant 

Others) provided the following statistics.  
According to Dr. Jay Holder, Medical 
Director and founder of the Exodus 
Treatment Center in Miami, chemical 
dependency is the number one secret 
in the Jewish community. Reportedly, 
up to 50 percent of patient populations 
in some residential treatment centers 
are Jews – as are 20 percent of those 
calling national drug hot lines (yet Jews 
comprise less than 3 percent of the U.S. 
population).  Chemical dependency is the 
third leading killer in the U.S.  It is also an 
unreported and/or unknown contributor 
to deaths caused by car accidents, heart 
attacks, suicides and strokes.

For  every  person who has a 
substance abuse problem, several 
others are affected.  Those affected 
may be spouses, parents, children, 
siblings, grandparents – all are hurt 
in different ways. What can we as a 
communal organization do to address 
the problem? Awareness is an important 
first step and we invite everyone in the 
community to share questions and 
concerns at our above mentioned 
program on April 28.

Our  program is  f ree ,  though 
reservations are requested. For more 
information, call Sari at 610-921-
0624.

Jewish Family Service

Enjoy Tax Benefits While Contributing to

Jewish Family Service Vehicle Donation Program

Call Sari at

610-921-0624 

or email
                               jfrsarii@comcast.net

Living with Loss
formerly Bereavement Group

Mondays, March � and 22, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.
For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Discussion of  addiction important to all
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BERKS ENCORE RECEIVES AWARDS

Congratulations to Berks Encore employees Carolyn Krebs 
and Martha Sitler for receiving one of the Social Security 

Administrations highest awards for their providing the public with 
information covering Social Security issues.  

Berks Encore enables older adults to achieve a better quality of 
life by providing a comprehensive program of services, referrals, 
education and advocacy.  For more information call Berks Encore 

at 610-374-3195 or visit them at www.Berksencorepa.org

BERKS ENCORE PROVIDES FREE TAX PREPARATION 
FROM TRAINED VOLUNTEERS

Was your household income less than $50,000 in 2009?  
Household income may be higher in some cases,

but call 610-374-3195 for more details.
Call today to schedule an appointment from now until April 15.

Berks Encore, 40 N. Ninth St., 610-374-3195

Jewish Family Service thanks
Dr. Jeffrey Blank D.D.S.

for providing professional services to our client.

Volunteer Opportunities Available – 
Jewish Family Service seeks volunteers to help our seniors

with grocery shopping and other errands.
If you have some time, call Sari or Carole at 610-921-0624.

Call Sari at 610-921-0624, 
e-mail sari@jfreading.org 

or go to
www.charitableautoresources.com
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania
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Contributions as of March 23
Holocaust Library & Resource Center
In memory of:

Miriam Oppenheimer – Rosalye Yashek
Doris Brok – Ruth Isenberg

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Al and Betsy Katz’s new granddaughter Ella Naomi Ages – Carol and 
Gordon Perlmutter, Carol and Bernie Gerber

Birth of Sari and John Incledon’s new grandson Ethan Henry Staniland – Edith 
Mendelsohn

Marriage of Judy Savitsky and Alan Schiff’s son Evan to Marina de Oliveira – 
Edith Mendelsohn

Birth of Cheryl and Eric Farber’s new granddaughter – Sharon and Julian Syret
In Appreciation of Sari Incledon and Carole Robinson for all their help – Eddie 

Kazin

In memory of:
Charlotte Jacobson - Hilde Gernsheimer, Edith Mendelsohn, Nancy Knoblauch
Ruth Cherim (Pamela Weisberg’s mother) – Carol and Gordon Perlmutter, Carol 

and Bernie Gerber, Doris and Elliott Leisawitz
Miriam Oppenheimer – Susan and Mel Blum, Berna, Karen, Barry and Joan 

Sherman, Fran Bendheim and Frank Wolf, Neal and Judy Jacobs, Hilde Gernsheimer, 
Barbara Nazimov, Sue and Herb Wachs, Carol and Gordon Perlmutter, Haia and 
Meir Mazuz, Al and Betsy Katz, Harriet Baskin, Louise Zeidman, Carol and Bernie 
Gerber, Kate and Tim Maue, Alison and Larry Rotenberg, Nancy Knoblauch Sharon 
and Julian Syret

Doris Brok – Al and Betsy Katz, Louise Zeidman, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Donna 
and Saul Eisenberg, Jackye and Jim Barrer, Martin Goldstein, Alison and Larry 
Rotenberg, Edith Mendelsohn, Janine, Bruce, Aaron, JoJo and Lena Ure, Sharon 
and Julian Syret, Linda and Mickey Roeberg, Marcia and George Eligman

Richard Fisher – Louise Zeidman, Ruth Isenberg
Ann Merkle – Edith Mendelsohn, Carol and Bernie Gerber
Trina Rudolph – Carol and Bernie Gerber
Leonard Rosenzweig – Sharon and Julian Syret
Joseph Klinikowski (Lisa Jacobson’s husband) – Cheryl and Eric Farber, Haia 

and Meir Mazuz
Leonard Malmud – Kate Mohn

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In honor of:

Birth of Jackye and Jim Barrer’s new granddaughter Logan Emma – Al and Betsy Katz
Birth of Jeri and David Kozloff’s grandson – Debbie Goodman and John Moyer
Jayne Kleinman’s retirement – Doris and Elliott Leisawitz
Birth of Karen and Marty Jacobson’s new granddaughter – Cheryl and Eric Farber

Get well/speedy recovery:
Barbara Solowey – Irwin Goldstein

In memory of:
Paul Safir – Irwin Goldstein, Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Saundra Gelb – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer, Cindy and Brett Chronister
Ruth Cherim (Pamela Weisberg’s mother) – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Miriam Oppenheimer – Dena and Vic Hammel, Anzie and Edward Golden, Helene 

and Henry Singer, Margie and Alan Leisawitz, Mindy and Richard Small, Jerome 
Marcus, Don and Ellen Abramson

Trina Rudolph – Sue and Herb Wachs
Doris Brok – Rob and Yonnne Oppenheimer, Anzie and Edward Golden, Marlene 

and George Weiss, Debbie Goodman and John Moyer, Irwin Goldstein, Lois and Irv 
Cohen, Margie and Alan Leisawitz, Don and Ellen Abramson

Louise Wiener – Anzie and Edward Golden, Lois and Irv Cohen
Richard Fisher – Debbie Goodman and John Moyer
Charlotte Jacobson – Lois and Irv Cohen, Helene and Henry Singer
Leonard Rosenzweig – Lois and Irv Cohen, Margie and Alan Leisawitz

JFS Food Bank
In memory of:

Miriam Oppenheimer – Debbie Goodman and John Moyer
Doris Brok – Rosalye Yashek, Harriet Baskin

Friendship Circle Fund
In honor of:

Birth of Cheryl and Eric Farber’s granddaughter Evelyn Rose – Gaye and Glenn 
Corbin

In memory of:
Herman Cravatts – Herb Schneider

Lakin Preschool Fund
In honor of:

Birth of Al and Betsy Katz’s new granddaughter Ella Naomi Ages – Esther and 
Sid Bratt

Birth of Jackye and Jim Barrer’s new granddaughter Logan Emma – Esther and 
Sid Bratt

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Doris Brok – Beth and Bob Caster
Miriam Oppenheimer – Beth and Bob Caster

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  $10
Jewish Family Service    $10
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    $10
JFS Food Bank     $25
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   $20
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
Doris Levin Fund     $10

With sincere appreciation we thank the community for the many 
expressions of sympathy following the loss of Charlotte.

Ed Jacobson and Family

Obituaries
F. Doris (Safir) Brok ,  87, of 

Reading. Doris was a hostess for 
many years at The Crystal Restaurant 
and a clothing model for the Clothes 
Tree and other local stores. She was 
a soup kitchen volunteer and was 
part of the original Temple Oheb 
Sholom food pantry. Doris is survived 
by her husband, Robert, and her 
son Glenn and his wife, Becky, of 
Centerport, and her daughter Stef 
Brok and her husband, Phil Yoder, 
of Birdsboro. Other survivors include 
her granddaughters and her sister 
Marcia Gross of Reading.

---
Miriam (London) Oppenheimer, 

98, of Wyomissing.  Miriam received 
a certificate of Commercial Art from 
Pratt Institute in NY. She was devoted 
to her family and family life.  Miriam 
is survived by two sons, Robert 
Oppenheimer and his wife, Yvonne, 
of Wyomissing, and John and his 
wife, Merry, of Cali fornia. Other 
survivors include four grandsons, 
three great-grandchildren, and her 
nieces and nephews.

---
Louise (Liever) Wiener, 88, of 

Reading. Louise was devoted to her 
family and enjoyed ballroom dancing. 
She is survived by her daughters, 
Sue Schneider and Nan Wiener, and 
her grandchildren Evan and Becky 
Schneider  and Naomi Kosman-
Wiener.

---
 Richard D. Fisher, 86, of Spring 

Township. Richard served in the 
Army during the Korean War and 
was the owner of RD Fisher Knitting 
Mill in Reading. He is survived by his 
wife, Carmen, and his sister Marsha 
Eligman and her husband, George, 
of Mount Penn.

---
Joseph Kl in ikowski ,  45  o f 

Leesport.  He was a business owner, 
avid sportsman and someone who 
never hesitated to help someone, 
f r iend or  s t ranger  a l i ke .  He is 
survived by his wife, Lisa Jacobson, 
chi ldren El la Dorothy and Seth 
M i c h a e l , p a r e n t s  R i c h a r d  a n d 
Lynn Klinikowski, and sister Lori 
Kilinikowski. Other survivors include 
his parents-in-law, Karen and Martin 
Jacobson.

---
Paul Safir, 90, of Wyomissing.  

Paul served in the Army during 
World War II as a combat engineer 
in  Europe .  He  was  the  fo rmer 
owner and operator of Safire Home 
Furn ish ings  in  Read ing  fo r  50 
yea rs ,  r e t i r i ng  i n  1994 .  He  i s 
survived by his wife, Elaine B. Safir, 
his sons Scott Safir of Missouri 
and Jay Safir and his wife, Amy, 
of North Carolina and his daughter 
Lori and her husband Scott Faller 
of Ephrata. Other survivors include 
his four grandchildren and his sister 
Marcia Gross of Pennside.

UNDERSTANDING 
THE HISTORY

OF AMERICAN SECULARISM
Albright College’s 

15th Annual Ellen S. Hurwitz Lecture
Thursday, April 9,

at 4 p.m.
Campus Center South Lounge

Jacques Berlinerblau, Ph.D., associate professor and director of the 
Program for Jewish Civilization at Georgetown University, will present 

a lecture tracing the complex evolution and history of American 
secularism. The event is free and open to the public.

 
Berlinerblau, a frequent commentator, is the author of How to Be 

Secular: A Call to Arms for Religious Freedom and Thumpin’ It: The Use 
and Abuse of the Bible in Today’s Presidential Politics.
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On Passover, kids rarely stick to asking just the four questions. This year we’re asking an extra question, too. Will you help us 
make a difference in the lives of Jewish children, here at home and around the world?
    By giving to Federation you feed hungry children. You connect children to Judaism—through after-school programs, Jewish 
summer camp and Birthright. You provide counseling to troubled teens. You help children with special needs. And more.
    So this Passover, our fifth question is, “Will you help make a difference in the lives of Jewish children?” Please answer “yes” 
and give as generously as you can. Visit <<web address>> and donate today.
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www.readingjewishcommunity.org
Jewish Federation of Reading
PO Box 14925, Reading PA  19612
610-921-0624

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. 
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

I want to help Federation make wishes come true this year. Here’s my tax-deductible gift to support Jewish Federation of Reading’s
2014 Annual Campaign and make a world of difference both near my own home and beyond: 

Name_____________________________________________ Address_______________________________________________________________
$___________amount enclosed Checks payable to Jewish Federation of Reading
Credit Card: ___Discover ___Mastercard ___Visa Card #____________________________________________ Exp. date______ Security Code_____
Name on Card:____________________________________________              Signature__________________________________________________ 

Please detach and return with payment to Jewish Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading PA 19612

FEED THE HUNGRY.
GIVE HOPE TO THOUSANDS.

SECURE THE FUTURE.
BEFORE 
YOU 
FINISH
BREAKFAST.
It only takes a few minutes to change lives in our community and around the world. Food banks for the needy, care 
for seniors, Israel experiences for the young — these are just some of the solutions Federation supports with heart, 
innovation and decades of knowing what works. Seize the moment: Donate. Volunteer. Get involved. 
Your link to getting started: JewishFederations.org

It only takes a few minutes to help seniors stay connected to community and continue living in their own homes, 
Meanwhile, you’ll nurture Jewish learning, fund food banks, offer job training — just a few of the solutions Fed-
eration supports with heart, innovation and decades of knowing what works. It’s time: Donate. Volunteer. Get 
involved.Your link to getting started: JewishFederations.org

SERVE WARM MEALS. 
DELIVER MEDICINES. 

GIVE HUGS TO SENIORS 
A WORLD AWAY.

BEFORE 
YOUR 
 ALARM 
GOES OFF. 

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. 
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

JewishFederations.org          
      jfederations          @jfederations

Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org and donate today.


