
Jewish Federation of  Reading
Jewish Cultural Center
PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925
www.ReadingJewishCommunity.org
Change Service Requested

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID

Permit No. 2
Reading, PA

Shalom
The Journal of  the Reading Jewish Community   Published as a community service by the Jewish Federation of  Reading, Pa.

MAY 2010Volume 40  No. 5   Iyar-Sivan 5770

By Paul D. Cohn
Federation Chairman

As I wri te 
this column it 
is the day after 
your Federation 
sponsored our 
H o l o c a u s t 
Remembrance 
D a y,  w h i c h 
was  he ld  a t 
Kesher  Z ion 
Synagogue. I want to thank 
Kesher Zion Synagogue for 
hosting this event, as well as 
thank Dr. Minna Bromberg for 
her spiritual leadership. Tammy 
Mitgang did an excellent job 
of facilitating the afternoon’s 
session. My thanks also go to Dan 
Tannenbaum, coordinator of the 
Holocaust Library and Resource 
Center, a partnership between the 
Federation and Albright College. 

I also want to thank Hilde 
Gernsheimer, Ellen Azrael and 
Larry Rotenberg for sharing their 
personal stories. Each story had its 
own sense of sadness, fear and (at 
times) renewed hope and resolve. 
Still, it was difficult to listen to and 
comprehend their stories. If anyone 
has any doubt about the Jewish 
people’s will to survive, one only 
needs to study the Holocaust.   

Although one can study the 
events leading up the Holocaust and 
try to put these events into historical 

and political context, nothing can 
mask the darkest side of human 
behavior.Could one view our ability 
and responsibility to “never forget” as 
an obligation? I think so. No matter 
how hard it is to recall the horrific 
events of the Holocaust, those who 
survived, and the generations that 
followed, have to remember and 
continue to put the events of the 
Holocaust into modern-day context. 
Survivors need to continue to talk 
about their experiences and educate 
Jews and non-Jews alike.

Jews around the world continue to 
be victims of anti-Semitism. In addition, 
Israel faces new and existing enemies. 
However, with each passing year we 
are losing our Holocaust survivors and 
their families, along with the valuable 
stories and memories they have to 
pass to future generations. Venues 
such as the United States Memorial 
Holocaust Museum, the Holocaust 
Center at Albright, the Anne Frank 
House in Amsterdam, and the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust memorial in Israel 
serve as valuable educational and 
historical repositories.

All of us have a responsibility to 
“never forget” and to stand up for our 
rights and beliefs as Jews. We must 
continue to educate those who do 
not believe in the Holocaust or who 
attempt to twist the truth of what actually 
happened. Again, a special thank you 
to Hilde, Ellen and Larry for sharing their 
thoughts and memories with us.  
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This year’s Richard J. Yashek 
lecture will be held Thursday, May 
6, at 8 p.m. in Memorial Chapel at 
Albright College. The speaker will be 
Richard J. Golsan, Ph.D., a professor 
of French at Texas A&M University. 
He is the author or editor of more 
than a dozen books. He has been a 
visiting professor at the Sorbonne in 
Paris, where he taught courses on the 
memory of World War II in postwar 
French literature and culture. 

For more than three decades 
France has been preoccupied with 
traumatic moments and events of 
its recent past. But have national 

efforts to better understand these 
terrible events actually accomplished 
their aims? Or have they actually 
distorted historical understanding 
and challenged the notion of the 
uniqueness of the Holocaust as well as 
the terrible singularity of the fate of its 
victims? This lecture will explore these 
issues through a discussion of recent 
works of literature and film as well as 
the 1990’s trials of French citizens on 
charges of crimes against humanity for 
complicity in the Final Solution.

The lecture is held in memory of 
Richard J. Yashek, a Holocaust survivor 
and longtime Berks County  resident.

Yashek lecture to focus on France

Esther Bratt Larry Rotenberg with grandchildren Talya and Eli
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Israel ’s  Defense Forces 
are renowned for their fierce 
fighting and skill at defending 
the Holy Land. Perhaps lesser 
known is the fact that the army 
mandates that its recruits also 
work to fight the enemies within 
Israel, namely poverty, hunger 
and loneliness.

M e i r  P a n i m ,  a  c h a r i t y 
organization that provides both 
immediate and long-term relief 
to the impoverished, young and 
old, in Israel, has been working 
alongside the IDF almost since 
its inception 10 years ago.

N iss im  E lmakayes ,  t he 
di rector  of  the Meir  Panim 
Dimona branch in southern 
Israel, approached his neighbor, 
a commander in the IDF, to ask 
if he could get a few strong 
soldiers to help with carrying 
heavy loads and other needs at 
the free restaurant-style soup 
kitchen.

“The soldiers who helped 
were so moved by the work of 
Meir Panim that they began 
vo lun teer ing  on  a  regu la r 
basis,” explained Elmakayes. 
“The more soldiers helped and 
told their fr iends about the 
great work of Meir Panim, the 
more soldiers wanted to be 
included.”

This led to the Israeli army 
o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e 
benefits to soldiers and society 
at large when they volunteer at 
Meir Panim. “It was clear that 
soldiers developed a greater 
social responsibility towards 
i so la ted  and marg ina l i zed 
people through this work,” said 
Goldie Sternbuch, Director of 
Overseas Relations for Meir 
Panim.

Today,  as  pa r t  o f  t he i r 
training, soldiers from every 

battalion now give their time 
and energy to helping wherever 
Meir  Panim needs a hand. 
“Both male and female soldiers 
from non-combat and logistical 
staff to high ranking officials 
all volunteer at Meir Panim,” 
Sternbuch said.

Soldiers do all manner of 
work for Israel’s most needy. 
Their jobs might be anything 
from peel ing and chopping 
vegetables, serving restaurant 
patrons and delivering food 
packages to people’s homes, 
t o  m o v i n g  h e a v y  l o a d s , 
renovating houses, working 
as counselors at Meir Panim’s 
subsidized summer camps, 
and more.

“The children are thril led 
to share time with soldiers,” 
noted Elmakayes. “Many of the 
children do not have positive 
ro le  models  in  the i r  l i ves. 

Having a relationship with a 
soldier helps to foster a hopeful 
future in these children.”

Meir Panim’s unwavering 
commitment to the people of 
Israel not only involves relief to 
the poor and hope for children-
at-risk. They also give back to 
the IDF, which has helped them 
so much over the years.

In 2014, Operation Protective 
Edge was an unexpected war 
with an urgent call-up. Israeli 
society at large mobilized to do 
all it could to assist the Israeli 
army.

“Relationships work both 
ways,” reflected Elmakayes. 
“From the outbreak o f  the 
operation, we, at Meir Panim, 
knew that we had to help the 
soldiers in every way we could. 
As the representative for Meir 
Panim in the south and with 
our close ties to the army, we 

helped to fill in the gaps for 
what the soldiers needed.”

Arriving to the front lines on 
the Gaza border, Meir Panim 
set  up a makeshi f t  “d in ing 
room” and  provided enormous 
amounts of hot meals to the 
soldiers.

“We also donated much-
n e e d e d  c l o t h i n g ,  s o c k s , 
shaving cream, deodorant and 
more. We even arranged for 
musicians to calm the troops 
during their rests from fighting,” 
Elmakayes said. “Meir Panim is 
not only the go-to organization 
during times of crisis for the 
impoverished and lonely, we 
are also a team player with the 
Israeli army.”

M e i r  P a n i m ’ s  w o r k  i s 
supported with local dollars 
collected through the Jewish 
Federation of Reading’s Israel 
Now campaign.
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1100 Berkshire Boulevard
It’s been an incredible year. Hope you’ve been here!

It is hard to believe that a year has gone by since we relocated to the Jewish Cultural Center at 1100 Berkshire 
Boulevard in Wyomissing. If you haven’t been here, we hope to see you in the very near future. For those of you who 

use the Center regularly or from ‘time to time’, we always appreciate your visits and encourage your feedback. 
And, thank you all for your support throughout the year!

Paul D. Cohn, President, Jewish Federation of Reading     Cindy Balchunas, Chair, Jewish Cultural Center Committee
Tammy K. Mitgang, Executive Director, Jewish Federation of  Reading/Jewish Cultural Center

By Paul D. Cohn
Federation president

T h e  2 0 1 0  J e w i s h 
Federation Jewish Annual 
Campaign is under way.  
This campaign is  the 
Federation’s major source 
of funding, and it helps 
support the many important 
programs and services that 
help Jews in our community and abroad. Most 
of you are not new to the Campaign, and are 
accustomed to why this is such an important 
part of your Federation. Others may be new 
to our community. Here are a few points that I 
would like you to consider:

• Jewish Family Services — JFS now 
serves all age groups and is dedicated to 
maintaining and strengthening the quality 
of individual and family life in the Jewish 
community. JFS runs a monthly food pantry 
open to both the Jewish and non-Jewish 
communities, helping all to meet their dietary 
needs. Did you know JFS coordinates 
transportation for the elderly and infirmed and 
provides counseling to members of our Jewish 
community? In addition, JFS provides an 
outreach program and acts as a clearinghouse 
for other agencies in our area. As economic 
conditions have worsened, JFS has seen an 
increase in people looking for help.  

• Lakin Early Education Center – JCC’s 
preschool and kindergarten have a long history 
of providing quality education in a nurturing, 
positive environment. Many generations of Berks 

County Jews have gone to the JCC’s preschool 
for its excellent learning curriculum.Many times 
the preschool is a gateway for Jewish families in 
Berks County, where they can meet and make 
friends with other Jewish families. In addition, 
since the school is open to everyone, it provides 
a diversity experience at an early age.

• Cultural Programs and Services — The 
Federation provides many interesting and 
requested programs and services.Lectures, 
films, discussion groups, and holiday events are 
just a few examples. In addition, the Federation 
allocates funds to local synagogues to help 
with their programs.  We offer programs and 
services that bring our community together.

• Israel and Jews around the world 
— Federation has a long and rich history of 
helping Israel. Although our world is rapidly 
changing, Israel is still a young country, and 
unfortunately, some groups and countries 
do not recognize Israel’s right to peaceful 
coexistence. Given its challenges, Jews 
throughout the world help Israel with funding 
and resources so she can remain strong and 
vibrant. Our funding also helps Jews in other 
countries who want to move to Israel, or who 
have serious needs in their own country.  

As I mentioned above, the funds raised by 
the Campaign represent the largest portion of 
the Federation’s budget. Last year you helped 
contribute $600,000 to the Campaign. A few 
years ago, our Campaign was over $1 million. 
So you can see that our annual campaign is 
more important than ever. The Federation has 
taken steps to help reduce our expenses and 

to look at all expenditures, making sure that we 
are being good stewards of your contributions.  
We are making progress in all areas of your 
Federation. We are now in a position to focus 
on those programs and services that our 
community wants and needs. 

However the bottom line is that we are 
asking for, and need your help. And guess 
what? People do need a free meal every so 
often. Seniors do enjoy the company and 
friendship that our services provide. Parents 
are relieved as they drop their preschooler 
off at our school, knowing that their child is in 
excellent hands. Jews in Israel and around the 
world are grateful for the funding we supply.  

Making a pledge to the Campaign is more 
than the money, at least it should be. It should 
be your way of saying that you believe in and 
support our local Jewish community. It should 
be your way of saying that you want to help 
Jews around the world. It should be your way 
of saying that you have resources to help others 
who are less fortunate, and at times destitute. 
It should be your way to say you care.  

For everyone who has already pledged, I 
say “thank you.”  For those of you who are still 
waiting to pledge, I am asking for your help.  
Please pledge now. As you have previously 
heard me say, Jews have a rich tradition of 
leading by example. All of us, no matter how 
large or small the contribution, have a chance 
to become leaders. It all adds up. All of us can 
change the world for the better. 

Free lunch…I don’t think so. It is worth its 
weight in gold.  

There is no free lunch — or is there?
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IDF joins with Meir Panim to fight poverty and hunger in Israel

Take your family out to Purim in the Stadium
By Amanda J. Hornberger

Cal l i ng  a l l  spor ts  fans ! 
Come ga ther  your  f r i ends 
a n d  f a m i l y  f o r  a  s p o r t s 
themed Pur im celebrat ion! 
Jewish Federation of Reading 
and  Chabad  Lubav i t ch  o f 
Berks County invite you to a 
Community Purim event on 
March 24!

This year’s JCC community 
Purim carnival will take place 
at Chabad. Join us for sports-
themed games like basketball, 
bowling, Wii Sports games and 

much more! Special guests 
S c r e w b a l l  a n d  S l a p s h o t , 
masco ts  f rom the  F igh t in ’ 
Ph i ls  and Read ing Roya ls 
respectively, will be on hand 
to enjoy the Purim fun too!

The festive Purim dinner 
will be stadium style with your 
game-day favorites: hot dogs, 
hamburgers and popcorn to 
name a few.

In  add i t i on ,  any  spo r t s 
fan who comes dressed in 
sports attire will earn a FREE 
carnival t icket. There is no 

admission fee for the event, 
but there is a charge for food 
and carnival games.

The festivities start at 5:15 
p.m. with the Megillah reading, 
and all sports fans arriving by 
5:30 p.m. will be entered into 
a raffle to win Reading Fightin’ 
Phils tickets!

The carnival  and dinner 
wi l l  start  immediately af ter 
the Megillah reading for a fun 
night for the whole family!

PJ Library books on Purim 
as well as special holiday arts 

and crafts will also be on hand 
for all to enjoy.

W e  i n v i t e  t h e  e n t i r e 
community to come out and 
enjoy a night at the stadium 
this Purim!

RSVP is not required, but 
if you plan on attending you 
can let the organizers know at 
l-chaim.org/purim or 610-334-
1577 so that we don’t run out 
of any stadium treats!

Come out and have a ball 
with us on Thursday, March 
24! 

IDF soldiers with food they helped carry as volunteers for Meir Panim.
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By Richard Nassau
Development Director

Support for our 
Jewish community 
comes from many 
d i f fe ren t  sources 
for many different 
reasons .  When I 
meet with people, I’m 
interested in learning 
about their connections 
to our Jewish community. Charitable 
contributions to Federation, or any other 
charity, are personal, and they should be.

We are a diverse community, and your 
reason for giving is probably different 
from why your friends and neighbors 
support Federation. Maybe you enjoyed a 
particular community program or a family 
member received help from us or you’ve 
seen the impact our services have on 
people’s lives.

As we begin 2016 and ask for your 
support, listed below are a few reasons 
why your gift is so important. Each year, 
Federation provides an extraordinary 
range of programs and services because 
of you. I invite you to contact me about how 
you connect to our Jewish community and 
your reasons for giving.  

Jewish Family Service
Federation feeds hungry families. 

There are children in our community who 
experience hunger every day. Your gift 
to Federation helps feed these children 
through our food pantry. Your reason 
for giving may be because you’ve seen 
their smiles or have known hunger or 
understand the importance of your gift in 
combating hunger.  

Federation counsels people and 
families confronting health issues. 
Unforeseen illness can overwhelm a 
family. Your gift to Federation allows Sari 
Incledon and Carole Robinson of Jewish 
Family Service to assist these families. 
They visit hospitals, speak with family 
members, counsel people, address 
financial concerns and understand the 
issues resulting from illness. Your reason 
for giving may come from the relief you’ve 
heard voiced by a family member because 
of the work of Sari or Carole. 

Jewish Cultural Center
Federation connects our entire Jewish 

community. Your gift to Federation 
makes this possible through diverse 
Jewish programs and cultural events. 
Amanda Hornberger and Federation’s 
Programming Committee develop an 
active and full schedule of programs for 
all ages throughout the year. We connect 
with each other through movies, lectures, 
special events, and holiday celebrations 

such as the upcoming Purim Carnival or 
recent Community Shabbat. Your reason 
for giving may be the strength you feel 
when we come together as a Jewish 
community. 

Jewish Education
Federation supports life-long learning. 

Your gift to Federation provides Jewish 
educational opportunities at every 
age. Sunday evenings at the JCC are 
occupied by students attending the Jewish 
Community High School led by Rabbi 
Dov Lerner. During the week, preschool 
students attend the Lakin Early Education 
Center at RCOS. The new Jewish Book 
Club meets regularly at the JCC to 
discuss the latest offering. Each of these 
educational experiences is grounded in 
Jewish values and Jewish thoughts. Your 
reason for giving may come from the 
Jewish pride you’ve seen in these students 
that resonates throughout our community. 

SHALOM 
Federation publishes SHALOM, 

ably edited by Mark Nemirow. As 
Jewish newspapers consol idate, 
your gift to Federation allows our 
community to stay informed about 
Jewish news of interest locally and 
beyond. SHALOM also provides a 
central place for community events 
through The Centerpiece. Your reason 

for giving may be the Honorial/Memorial 
dedications that personally connect us. 
Brenda Seidel at Federation can assist 
you with dedications and, if you wish, 
set up an ongoing account so you stay 
connected.

Jewish Futures 
Federation provides for the future. 

We have scholarships for children to 
attend Jewish summer camps. We assist 
students who wish to pursue educational 
activities such as seminars, internships 
or short courses with Jewish themes. 
We sponsor PJ Library which distributes 
free Jewish themed books to children up 
to the age of 8. We participate in the Life 
and Legacy program to secure bequests 
benefitting the Jewish community. Your 
reason for giving may be our Jewish future.  

Federation at Work
The list above is just a small sampling 

of the services provided by Federation 
because of you. So when making your gift 
to the 2016 Jewish Community Campaign, 
please make it personal. Your support, 
whatever the reason, provides for our 
entire community — you, your family, your 
friends, your neighbors, and the many 
people I wish you could meet. 

Your generosity is the reason we are 
a thriving, vibrant, and strong Jewish 
community!  Thank you!

Why Federation?

Transforming Jewish Communities Through Legacy Giving 
 by Arlene Schiff, National Director, Life & Legacy 

Maintaining the vibrancy and strength of Jewish communities across the 
country continues to be a concern.  How do we ensure that the variety of Jewish 
organizations that make up the fabric of our communities continue to exist for future 
generations and are financially stable to meet current and emerging needs?   

We have an answer. Endowments, once a luxury, are now an essential element of every Jewish 
organization’s financial stability strategy. Legacy giving initiatives are addressing the need for endowments and 
transforming Jewish communities across the country.  

In just three years, through partnerships with Jewish federations and Jewish community foundations in 
29 communities across the country, the LIFE & LEGACY ™ program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation has 
assisted 289 Jewish organizations.  

LIFE & LEGACY ™ program efforts appeal to all generations and are helping to change the language 
and landscape of giving. LIFE & LEGACY ™ communities are now actively engaged in integrating legacy 
giving into their philanthropic culture, fostering camaraderie and respect among Jewish organizations and 
providing generous and forward-thinking members with the opportunity to express their passion, purpose, and 
commitment to sustaining programs and services meaningful to them.   

Sponsored by the Jewish Community Foundation of Central Pennsylvania, LIFE & LEGACY ™ was 
launched locally in October 2015 with the Jewish Federation of Reading and 13 other participating 
organizations. Each participating organization and their communities receive comprehensive training and 
ongoing support.   

Through the mobilization of communities to integrate legacy giving into their philanthropic culture in a 
systematic and collaborative way, donors now have an opportunity to support vital Jewish organizations in a 
way they previously thought impossible, strengthening and maintaining dynamic Jewish communities, and 
assuring a strong Jewish future. Additionally, as a result of the program’s structure and spirit, a network of 
Jewish professionals are sharing best practices and supporting each other’s efforts to think cooperatively about 
legacy commitments to Jewish institutions. 

Working together, we will continue to build those all-important endowments – financial resources that 
become the life line for our organizations through both good and challenging times.  

Watch for more information from Jewish organizations dear to you, and please remember Jewish causes 
in your will and estate plans.  

 
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Excerpted from an article in ejewishphilanthropy.com by Arlene D. Schiff, National Director, LIFE & 
LEGACY, a program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.	  

To discuss creating a permanent gift to 
support causes dear to your heart, please 
contact the Jewish Federation of Reading 
610.921.0624 williamf@jfreading.org OR 
the Jewish Community Foundation of 
Central PA (717) 236-9555 – Option # 1  
Foundation@pajewishendowment.org 
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By William D. Franklin
President

The last weekend  
of January was one of 
Jewish cultural delight  
right here in Reading, 
Pa. On Friday night 
A n d i  a n d  I  w e r e 
enthralled hearing the 
Aeolus Quartet with 
Reading’s own  Rachel 
Kitagawa Shapiro and on Saturday by 
the performance of Israeli violinist Vadim 
Gluzman and the Reading Symphony.

That week was also the opening of 

“The Eye of The Collector: The Jewish 
Vision of Sigmund R. Balka.” There are 
four exhibits in Reading; here at the 
JCC, at the Reading Public Museum, 
at Penn State Berks and at Albright 
College. The exhibits are a small 
portion of the encyclopedic survey of 
major European and American Jewish 
artists and Jewish themes in art during 
the 19th and 20th century collected 
by Mr. Balka over the last 55 years. 
He donated his collection  to Hebrew 
Union College – Institute of Religion’s 
Museum to demonstrate his strong 
belief in “the importance of Jewish 

material culture as a core component 
of the educational process.” Mr. Balka  
strongly believes that the preservation 
and display of Jewish cultural items 
connects us to our ancestors and 
thereby ensures our future.

I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. 
Balka and his wife here at the JCC and 
then again at the Reading Museum. 
Both times I was awed by his ability to 
describe each piece of art, its history, the 
artist and why he purchased it. These 
images of Jewish life and expressions 
of social activism and spirituality convey 
the essence of our heritage which 

seeks universal justice, peace, and 
human freedom. In Reading, we are 
fortunate to have many individuals who 
philanthropically support these important 
Jewish ideals.

Thank you.
You can see this wonderful collections 

at:
• JCC -- Jan. 25 to March 25
• Penn State Berks Freyberger 

Gallery -- Jan. 21 to March 3
• Albright College Freedman 

Gallery -- Jan. 26 to March 11.
• Read ing  Pub l i c  Museum 

Auditorium -- Jan. 30 to March 27

From the President’s Desk

Jewish cultural delights abound right here in Reading
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A jo in t  miss ion composed of 
community members from the Reading 
area and the Lehigh Valley will leave for 
Israel Oct. 21.

For the Reading community, it is the 
first  mission   the  Federation   has   led   in  
more than 15 years. A goal of Federation 
President Tammy Mitgang and Federation 
leadership, the Reading mission is co-

chaired by Michael and Susan Fromm and 
Victor and Dena Hammel. In addition to 
Mitgang, Jayne Kleinman, Cultural Center 
program director and Mark Goldstein, 
Executive Director of Jewish Federation of 
the Lehigh Valley will staff the mission.

Rabb i  Br ian  Miche lson  f rom 
Congregation Oheb Sholom and Rabbi 
Yosef Lipsker, Chabad-Lubavitch of 

Berks County will be joining the group 
on the mission. 

The Reading Jewish community has 
benefited  from  teaming  with  the  seasoned  
mission-goers from the Allentown area 
and Lehigh Valley Federation’s “well-
oiled” mission process.

“Mark Goldstein and his staff have 
created over the years a network of 
resources and processes that have 
benefited   our   community  —   newbies,  
if you will, when it comes to mission 
planning. And, we are neighbors. The 
mission project is just the start of future 
joint efforts,” Mitgang said. 

There are many details that need 
to be addressed when moving a group 
of more than 50 people across Israel. 
Jewish Federation of North America’s 
Missions Department and its staff in 
Israel along with Kenes Tours will further 
ensure that each and every day of the 
mission is maximized.

Federation missions are travel 
experiences unlike any other. Along 
with visits to historic and sacred sites, 
museums and popular tourist destinations, 
Federation missions provide exclusive, 
insider access to residents, community 
leaders, area experts, and political 
personalities and provide a sense of 

purpose and heightened appreciation 
and connection to Jewish identity. 

Mission participants will visit Reading’s 
Israel   Now   projects  —   two   important  
humanitarian efforts that both save 
and  change  lives  —  Yemin  Orde  Youth  
Village in the Carmel Mountains and Meir 
Panim’s new nutrition center in Kiryat 
Gat, where the community will dedicate 
the kitchen that was made possible 
thanks to the Reading community’s 
funding efforts.

The dedication will be a big thank you 
to our community and a proud moment. 
With   two   out   of   every   five   children   in  
Israel living below the poverty line, 
Meir Panim’s network of soup kitchens, 
restaurants and feeding centers, ensure 
warm, nutritious meals for thousands of 
children and families every day.

At Yemin Orde, the group is anxious to 
see  firsthand  the  progress  that  has  been  
made  at   the   village   since   the  wildfires  
devastated it in 2010.

The group is honored that Chaim Peri, 
beloved educator and director of Yemin 
Orde for 30 years, will personally be hosting 
the group during a tour and lunch.

Young people from the village will join 
the group for the tour and share their 
experiences. 

By Alvin Katz
Chairman

I want to take this 
time to wish all of you a 
very Happy and Sweet 
New Year.

As we enter into the 
New Year, we reflect 
on what  we have 
accomplished this past 
year and what challenges lie ahead for us 
in the coming year. Your Federation has 
provided many interesting programs and 
speakers this past year. We have attended 
to those less fortunate, maintained our state 
certified  Nursery  School.  We  completed  
a very successful Gratz College program 
for our teenagers and a wonderful senior 
program. Our Jewish Family Service has 
again done a wonderful job helping those 

in need. Providing food, assistance with 
expenses and many other aspects of getting 
those less fortunate back on their feet. 
Our  finance  committee  has  been  working  
overtime ensuring that our funds are well 
cared and accounted for. I also want to 
recognize Tammy Mitgang and her entire 
Federation/JCC staff who work tirelessly 
for you. 

As we enter the New Year, I am happy to 
announce that we have a Mission to Israel 
this month in conjunction with the Allentown 
Federation. With the numbers participating, 
this should be a very worthwhile Mission. 
They will be visiting many sites and meeting 
with some well-known names in Israel 
politics and military. I feel certain that many 
if not all of them will return with a better 
understanding of Israel and its position in 
the world and the Middle East. They will 

visit, among other sites, Yemin Orde, and 
Meir Panim, which we support through 
your contributions. Yemin Orde is a youth 
village in the Carmel mountains near Haifa 
which caters to youth in need, providing 
them with shelter, emotional support and 
an excellent education. Meir Panim is, for 
the lack of a better description, similar to 
what we would call a soup kitchen but with 
a different concept. Here those in need can 
get hot meals that are SERVED to them, not 
cafeteria style as here in the States,  so that 
they don’t feel like they are getting  a handout. 
In addition, Meir Panim serves thousands 
of hot meals to schoolchildren throughout 
Israel and maintains a Goodwill-like facility 
to help furnish clothing and furniture to those 
in need. For both of these organizations and 
Jews throughout the world who receive your 
support, I thank you. 

By Tammy K. Mitgang
President

Alma Lakin would be 
the   first   to   pooh-pooh  
any notion that she 
was amazing, special 
or that she inspired the 
extraordinary in others. 
Petite, big hearted and 
deliberate, time spent 
with Alma was never 
about her.

She  cared  about  others  —  strangers,  
family and friends. And she worked to 
improve   the  world  —  here  at  home,   in  
Israel and around the world. When you 
were with Alma, it was all about you, it 
was you who were front and center and 
made to feel special.   

Alma believed that we are responsible 
for each other according to the principles 
of chesed (caring and compassion), 
Torah (Jewish learning), tikkun olam 
(repairing the word) and tzedakah (social 
justice). And her life was an embodiment 
of those principles.

She believed in the bold collective 
of Federation and knew that together 
we   could  mobilize   financial   and   social  
resources that could rescue Jews, 
strengthen the Jewish people and 
literally, change the world.

The ongoing turbulence in the Middle 

East troubled her, and she knew that 
life  for  Israel  —  though  it  is  a  first-world  
economy  like  the  USA,  was  difficult  and  
complicated. 

When I interviewed her for a video 
that recognized her and her husband, 
Ed’s community service and the 
establishment of the Holocaust Library 
and Resource Center at Albright College, 
she did not talk about her efforts to raise 
money and resettle Soviet Jews in our 
community. Instead, she spoke of how 
thrilled she was to meet with Natan and 
Avital  Sharanksy  —   refuseniks  who  at  
extraordinary  personal  risk  and  sacrifice  
helped to spark and later ignite a global 
movement to free Soviet Jewry. Between 
1990 and 1997, Federation’s Operation 
Exodus campaign nationally raised $1 
billion to rapidly rescue and resettle more 
than one million Soviet Jews in Israel and 
North America. PS – Alma marched with 
others in our community on the National 
Mall in Washington during one of the 
largest marches in American history. That 
rally would become a turning point in this 
movement. 

She spoke about the unity of the 
Jewish world that resulted in the 
Operation Solomon rescue mission that 
took place in May 1991. The state of 
Israel, together with Jewish Federation 
of North America’s major partners on the 

ground  in  Ethiopia  —  the  Jewish  Agency  
for Israel and the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution  Committee  (JDC)  —  feared  
for the Ethiopian Jewish community’s 
safety when rebel forces threatened 
to overrun Mengistu Haile-Mariam’s 
Commmunist government.

What followed was one of the most 
dramatic rescue operations in Israel’s 
history. Over 34 hours and four minutes, 
34 Israeli cargo and passenger planes 
worked around the clock, airlifting 14,310 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel from Addis 
Ababa. Alma would have beamed having 
heard MK Sholomo Molla’s incredible life 
story that he credits to the work of the 
Federation system that saved his life. 
(see page 5)

Alma shared her excitement and pride 
that helped to raise nearly $1 million 
locally toward the capital campaign that 
would build the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, America’s 
national institution for the documentation, 
study and interpretation of Holocaust 
history.  She  reflected  on  the  mixture  of  
raindrops and tears that fell the night of 
its dedication as she, Ed and others from 
our community donned their construction 
hats and toured the vast and important 
structure.

At home in Berks County, the JCC’s 
Lakin Early Education Center preschool 

bears  their  name,  and  as  the  first  female  
President of the Jewish Federation of 
Reading, she and Dan Tannenbaum, 
an executive director of the Federation, 
brokered a partnership with her alma 
mater, Albright College, that would 
establish the Holocaust Library and 
Resource Center on the campus.

Being Alma meant tireless service 
and  no   fanfare  —  certainly  no  pictures  
if she was expected to be in them. 
Accolades were not her style; but she 
was   not  without   opinion  —   thoughtful  
and at times, determined. But, no matter 
what she put her efforts behind, you could 
be sure that she was right by your side, 
working hand in hand with you and others 
to do great things.  

Alma considered herself privileged 
to have enjoyed so much of life. One of 
her favorite memories was crossing over 
into Jordan when the borders with Israel 
were reopened. “To think, she would 
reminisce; “that we along with other 
Federation mission-goers, met with King 
Hussein. Ed and I were so fortunate.”

Her family was her heart. She 
cons idered a  bet te r  wor ld ,  her 
responsibility  and  life  —  a  special  reward.  
I think those of us who knew Alma were 
the truly the fortunate ones.

Alma Lakin passed away Aug. 27 at 
the age of 82.

From the President’s Desk

Being Alma
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Looking forward to a great New Year

Federation mission to Israel begins Oct. 21

DON’T MISS OUT
Be sure to pick up the October 

Berks County Living

magazine featuring a special 
supplement produced by the 

Jewish Federation of Reading.
 

Special thanks to Campaign 
Co-Chairs Howard & Victoria 

Hafetz for spearheading the 
project, which raised $19,200 for 
Federation! See Page 7 for a list 

of advertisers and patrons.

Look for it at local retailers and 
libraries and at the Berks Encore 
Senior Expo Oct. 23 at BodyZone.

By Larry Rotenberg
Chairman

 This past Dec. 
18, Yvonne and Rob 
Oppenheimer; Alison 
and I had an unusual 
a n d  p l e a s u r a b l e 
exper ience,  bo th 
gastronomically and 
spiritually.

We were the last of a group of couples 
invited to have Friday night dinner with 
Rabbi Matthew Abelson, the spiritual 
leader of Kesher Zion Synagogue.

We did not know what to expect, 
but having had a few brief encounters 
with the Rabbi, we knew that we were 

in for a treat.
We were not disappointed.
Reb Matthew lives in a rented 

townhouse, two blocks away from K.Z.
The house is quite old, although 

renovated.  The furnishings are Spartan 
(you should pardon this Hellenistic 
allusion). But this very Spartan quality 
added to the Zen-like experience, which 
followed.

The Rabbi had a visitor, Rashid, 
an African-American young person, 
for whom the Rabbi was a spiritual 
mentor, and who was here to look into 
the possibility of attending Alvernia 
University.

 Kiddush was performed with 

two challas, and with an a capella 
performance that made up in enthusiasm, 
what it may have lacked in musicality.

 The Rabbi then brought forth the 
piece de resistance; a chicken cooked 
in a crockpot. No fowl ever tasted so 
fair.  And the vegetables and salad, were 
equally delicious. The dessert consisted 
of small tangerine zipper oranges. The 
whole meal was washed down with some 
Israeli wine, which tasted better with 
each additional glass.

But what made the evening unique, 
was Rabbi Abelson himself. Devoid 
of any pretentiousness, he led us 
in Shabbat Zmirot (songs); and our 
discussion ranged from politics to 

philosophy to history.  To say that we 
had a good time, would not begin to 
cover it.

Rather, when the four of us drove 
home, we became aware, that we 
had just taken part in an extraordinary 
event; an event that brought a sense 
of holiness into this little townhouse on 
Clymer Street.

We became aware that we had all 
been touched by this unusual young 
man, whose stay among us has made 
us feel humble in the face of his humility.

And it made us feel so naturally a part 
of his family.  We hope that his stay here 
will continue to be a blessing, not only to 
K.Z., but to the whole Jewish Community.

Friday the Rabbi made dinner

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Imagine you have just returned 

from service in World War II. You spent 
years in the U.S. Air Force, away from 
your family, your community, your 
home. Would you willingly leave it all 
behind — again — to help fight for the 
creation of a country of your fellow 
Jews? A group of Jewish-American 
pi lots answered yes in 1948 and 
risked their futures, citizenship and 
lives to join the Machal “volunteers 
from abroad” and fly for Israel in its 
War of Independence. Their story is 
told in the documentary “Above & 
Beyond,” the fourth film in the 2016 
Reading Jewish Film Series.

Accord ing to  Var ie ty ,  “Above 
& Beyond boasts a helluva story, 
a cast of stil l-feisty nonagenarian 
flyboys, and state-of-the-art combat 

‘reconstructions.’” Come see this 
unknown story of the creation of 
the Israeli Air Force and the War of 
Independence.

The Reading Jewish Film Series 
2016  is sponsored by the Rubin 
Educational Fund and Fox Theatres. 
Tickets are $5 per film. All films will be 
shown on Wednesday evenings at 7 
p.m. at Fox Berkshire, 800 Berkshire 
Boulevard in Wyomissing. Tickets 
can be purchased at the theater 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. the day of 
the screening. Cash and checks are 
accepted. Following each film will be 
a dessert reception compliments of 
Sweet Street Desserts.

The remaining films for the Reading 
Jewish Film Series 2016 are:

March 16 — “Above & Beyond”
April 20 — “Run Boy Run”

Soar with ‘Above & Beyond’ 
at Reading Jewish Film Series

By William D. Franklin
The most recent movie in our  Reading 

Jewish Film Series was “24 Days.” It is  
a chilling depiction of the real-life attack 
and kidnapping of Ilan Halimi  and the 
harrowing 24 days during which the 
Halimi family received more than 700 
threatening phone calls from Ilan’s 
kidnappers before he was murdered. The 
movie effectively presents a commentary 
on the growing anti-Semitism in France.  
Anti-Semitism is on the rise in Europe, 
the U.S., and other parts of the world. In 
the U.S., the FBI reported recently that 
58 percent of hate crimes committed here 
are anti-Semitic.

The day before we showed the 
movie, Jewish schools in Cleveland and 
Columbus, Ohio; Philadelphia;  Munster, 
Ind.; and Creve Coeur, Mo,received 
telephone threats. 

The Washington Free Beacon 
reported on its website that there were 
302 recorded incidents of anti-Jewish 
animus on 109 college campuses across 
28 states.

The report says that the increase 
in anti-Semitism was driven largely by 
the emergence of anti-Israel groups 
that comprise the BDS movement, an 
assortment of organizations that demand 
divestiture from Israel as punishment 
for its alleged policies toward the 
Palestinians.

Unfortunately, we recently learned 
that it is also occurring here in Reading.  
During class in early February, several 
of our Jewish high school students 
men t ioned  tha t  they  had  been 
subjected to anti-Semitic remarks by 
their classmates. The Federation will 
be working with our Rabbis and school 
administrators to educate our youth on 
how to react. We will also work with 
the non-Jewish community to educate 
them on steps that need to be taken 
to promote courtesy, acceptance, and 
respect.

We invite parents to participate in 
the programs and urge everyone to 
contact JFR if you are aware of any such 
incidents. Ignorance is not bliss.

Anti-Semitism in Reading AIPAC 2016
POLICY CONFERENCE

March 20-22
Washington, D.C.

Attended by: 
• More than 14,000 pro-Israel Americans
• More than two-thirds of Congress
• More than 2,300 students 
  from more than 490 campuses
• 260 Student Government Presidents 
  from all 50 states
• More than 275 synagogue delegations

For more information:
http://www.policyconference.org
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Personal items from the life of Holocaust survivor Frank Grunwald.

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Learn about the formation of U.S. 

foreign policy as it relates to Israel from the 
Truman through Obama administrations 
from a political insider. For almost three 
decades Dennis Ross has been directly 
involved in creating U.S. policy in the 

Middle East and Israel specifically. In his 
book “Doomed to Succeed” Ross goes 
inside each administration to see how 
U.S. policy changed and evolved and 
what lessons were learned.

Ross’ book is the latest selection 
for the JCC’s Israel Book Club and our 

current read.
We’ll be meeting to discuss the 

book, Ross and select our next book 
on Wednesday, March 9, at 7 p.m. at 
the JCC. 

“Doomed to Succeed: The U.S.-Israel 
Relationship from Truman to Obama,” 

can be found at the Exeter Public Library, 
Amazon or other major book retailers.

If you have questions or would like 
more information about the JCC Israel 
Book Club please contact Amanda at 
amandah@jfreading.org or 610-921-
0624.

JCC Israel Book Club: ‘Doomed to Succeed’

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Many of you may recall the Holocaust 

documentary “Misa’s Fugue,” which 
was made in 2012 by students and 
staff at Fleetwood Area High School 
and supported by Jewish Federation 
of Reading. “Misa’s Fugue” tells the 
true story of Frank “Misa” Grunwald 
and his survival through incarceration 
in Terezin, Auschwitz and Mauthausen 
during the Holocaust. This April we have 
a unique opportunity to follow up with the 
filmmakers and learn what happened to 
Frank and some personal items from his 
family that survived the Holocaust, after 
the documentary was completed.

On Sunday, April 3, at 6 p.m. we 
will hold a free screening of “Misa’s 
Fugue” at Klein Lecture Hall at Albright 
Col lege.  Documentary Producer 
Jennifer Goss, former coordinator of the 
Lakin Holocaust Library and Resource 
Center, and Director Sean Gaston will 
be on hand to lead a discussion and 

Q&A following the screening. 
The next evening Judy Cohen, 

Chief Acquisitions Curator at the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
will be in Reading to discuss how 
USHMM acquired Frank’s collection. 
Cohen will also describe how USHHM 
is using Frank’s collection in the 
museum but also at events and lectures 
throughout the United States.

This is a fascinating look into 
USHMM, museum acquisitions and 
what happened to one man’s collection 
after the creation of a documentary 
on his life. Cohen will be speaking at 
Albright College on Monday, April 4, 
at 7 p.m.

I hope you can join us for these two 
great events!

Fo r  d i r ec t i ons  o r  add i t i ona l 
information please call the Lakin 
Holocaust Library & Resource Center 
at 610-921-7214 or email hrc@albright.
edu. 

What happened after
‘Misa’s Fugue’ was made?

24/7 Medical Eye Emergencies

Glaucoma · Macular Degeneration · Diabetic Retinopathy · Allergy 

Cataracts · Inflammation · Infection · Dry Eye · Eyelid Disease 

Refractive Surgery Co-management · Orthokeratology · Contact Lenses 

Optical Services · Vision Therapy/Orthoptics · Low Vision Rehabilitation · Routine Eye Care

www.Wyo-Opto.com

Medical Eye Disease Management              Refractive and Vision Care Services 

Adult and Pediatric Eye Care
Wyomissing Optometric Center, Inc.

Wyomissing - 610.374.3134

Douglassville - 610.385.4333

Douglassville
610.385.4333

Glenn S. Corbin, O.D. • Kerry J. Burrell, O.D. • Heidi L. Sensenig, O.D., M.S.

Karen L. Heaney, O.D. • Michael D. Burkhart, O.D. •  Amanda S. Legge, O.D.

Wyomissing
610.374.3134

Myerstown
717.866.1400

Pay for 
College

Make Home 
Improvements

Plan a Dream 
Vacation

Visit your local branch or apply online 
at fultonbank.com today!

Fulton Bank, N.A. is a member FDIC. 
Member of the Fulton Financial Family. Subject to credit approval.

Do MORE with 
Fulton Bank’s OptionLine 

Home Equity Line of Credit

There’s No Telling How Far Our  
Wellness-Focused Lifestyle Will Take You...

A member of Reading Health System

610-775-2300 • www.thehighlands.org
2000 Cambridge Ave • Wyomissing, PA 19610

Schedule a personal visit 
today to see how

Highlands’ residents live 
well … and stay well.

Your journey to wellness starts at The Highlands. Residents don’t just 
live well, they thrive because we offer numerous fitness classes, nutritious 
menu offerings, stimulating educational programs and a lifestyle that 
empowers them to actively engage in their own well-being. Each day 
residents enjoy endless opportunities to make better lifestyle choices.

 
www.barrerandwhite.com 

610‐376‐3956 
311 Penn Ave  West Reading 
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By Rabbi Barry Dov Lerner
Reading JCHS Director

Our Jewish Community High School 
is in the second “tri-mester” in this year 
of experimenting with various formats, 
class offerings and special experiential 
activities. Courses as listed below may be 
offered for another trimester if the students 
request them.

Classes now being offered in our 
Sunday night program at the JCC:

5:30-6:15: From Moses to Moses-
Leadership Styles  — Rabbi Matt Abelson

We will be discussing Moses, examining 
how Moses figures in general culture, and, 
of course, the Biblical account. 

Rabbi Yosef Lipsker will be the next 
in our rotation of local rabbis teaching 
classes, March 13 to April 10.

5:30-6:15: Current Events With Some 
Twists — Shira Simon

From the scholarly to the bizarre, each 
week this class will examine a handful of 
recent articles.

5:00-6:15 / 5:30-6:15:  Better Together- 
Jewish Intergenerational Learning in 
Hevruta — Rabbi Barry Dov Lerner

This class meets monthly with senior 
citizens to study an aspect of Jewish 
tradition and bring it forward to make it 
relevant to contemporary generations of 
different ages and experiences.  Classes 
are conducted in the intervening weeks with 
Rabbi Dov and invited guest specialists. 
Teens and seniors discuss different 
aspects of intergenerational relationships, 
or more simply “Grandparents and 
Grandchildren” — what they share and 
what they can learn from each other. Better 
Together programs will take place 5:30-
6:15 on March 13, April 10 and May 15.

We expect to continue some of our 
current classes at the request of the 
students, including:

6:15-7:00: JEWS AND FOOD Part 

II — Shira Simon
What makes a food Jewish? Who 

decides if a food is Jewish or not? Why 
is there a connection between Jews 
and Chinese food? We will look at Jews’ 
relationships with particular foods, both 
“ours” and other cultures.

6:15-7: The Face of American Judaism 
- Tradition and Change — Rabbi Barry 
Dov Lerner

In the past century, Jewish movements 
or denominations have been created, 
grown, diminished and evolved incredibly. 
But, is this a new phenomenon?  We’ll 
see where each “stream of Judaism” 
originated, spread, grew and changed as 
the world around them changed.

7:15-8: iWitness to Resistance — 
Shira Simon

 Learn about examples of resistance 
and survival during the Holocaust using 
the iWitness website from the Shoah 
Foundation, we will also learn about video 
editing by creating short videos using clips 
of survivor testimony. For anyone who 
wants to explore the site, go to iwitness.
usc.edu

 7:15-8: Jewish Values in Modern 
Media — Rabbi Barry Dov Lerner

We are all inundated with visual and 
audio programming, some of which we 
choose and some of which is thrown at 
us. We want to examine this media and 
see what are the values being “taught” to 
the audiences and whether or not they are 
consistent with Jewish values.

New project component
In addition to our participation in 

the “Better Together” national pilot 
project, we have sufficient interest for 
the teens to participate in an invitational 
essay competition on their insights 
from discussing  “Inter-Generational 
Relationships of Teens and Seniors.”  

This is a very important component in 

Better Together. 
I’ve  contacted our participating 

students and their families as this is a 
significant opportunity.   

There are financial prizes. Each 
organization that satisfies the requirements 
for participation in the contest will identify 
the best Writing Submission from among 
the participants in the Better Together 
program from that organization. The 
foundation will pay up to 50 percent of the 
cost of (i) a satisfactory Jewish summer 
camp program, with a maximum award of 
$5,000 or (ii) satisfactory semester / gap 
year program in Israel, with a maximum 
award of $8,000. 

This contest is a positive project 
because it has structure and a deadline. 
And it will help prepare students for 
advanced high school courses and then 
college.

Participating in Better Together in all 
of its aspects is a very positive element to 
include in college applications — including 
recommendations from me and others 
in this program, perhaps also your study 
partner(s).

This is a national educational pilot 
project, with considerable national 
public exposure, sponsored by a very 
prominent philanthropic agency. Its name 
will carry weight with anyone who knows 
community growth and leadership. And 
we have chosen a unique approach to 
teens-elders relationships as we have 
discussed.

There will be replication nationally from 
this project. It is quite possible that while 
today’s JCHS students are in college 
and afterwards, they may be in or near 
a community that will seek them out to 
replicate this project for their teens and 
seniors.

Some students in college will be 
asked to create experimental designs 

in interpersonal relations — whether in 
psychology, sociology, anthropology, 
education and more.

There is the possibility of awards for 
the Reading JCHS and our program to be 
used for scholarships. 

The foundation will select the best 
three Writing Submissions sent in by 
eligible organizations with middle school 
age students and will award a first, 
second and third place prize in the form 
of contributions of $25,000 (first place), 
$15,000 (second place) and $5,000 (third 
place) to the scholarship fund of each 
of the organization from which these 
three Writing Submissions originated.  
The foundation will do the same for 
eligible organizations with high school 
age students.

Students may wish to focus on what 
they learned during these sessions or 
our classes that were:  unexpected, 
a topic that pleased or upset you, 
questions you would like to have asked 
during the program but didn’t — and why 
not, how you sensed your study partner 
was reacting to by age or just as another 
person/adult, etc. 

While the teens may consult on details 
with the seniors with whom they have been 
involved,  the writing must be by the teen 
who is submitting the essay. Rabbi Dov 
will be available to help the students and 
answer any questions but will not assist 
them in the writing of the entry.

Submissions are now being accepted, 
in Word, electronically through March 20.  
All of the rules, guidelines, etc. are available 
online at www.bettertogetherprogram.
com/better-2-write/. 

Calendar note
Classes will not be held on the following 

dates:  April 24—Passover; May 1—
Passover and start of AP exams;  May 
29—Memorial Day.

Exciting times ahead as JCHS school year enters final months

Yemin Orde friends and supporters 
Leslie Gelb and Dafna Dankner, while 
visiting Chaim Peri at a Village Way youth 
village, were able to join an Arab and 
Jewish at-risk youth encounter, about 
which Leslie wrote the following:

“… One could not tell the difference 
who was Jew and who was Israeli-Arab 
— your typical teens. Witnessing the birth 
of a calf — the miracle of birth, brought 
everyone to the same level of intrigue 
and amazement.

“The program was well-organized 
- a wonderful effort. Lunchtime was an 
icebreaker, as well as the dancing, T-shirt 
making, tree planting and study groups 
(in which the Arab youth translated 
Maimonides from its original Arabic to 
Hebrew for the Jewish Israelis). The 
educators were so committed and just 
terrific.

“Hopefully this program will continue 
to be a step forward towards peace and 
understanding, promoting the positive 
aspects of a people with differences and 
similarities, living amongst each other.”

In these alarming times for Jewish-
Arab relations in Israel, Leslie Gelb’s 
words say it all.

 Positive role models
 Graduates Day at Yemin Orde is 

one of the most important events of the 
year. This year, 79 graduates returned 
to the Village to receive scholarships for 
higher education or financial aid to ease 
economic challenges faced by many 
young adults.

Shmuli Bing, Director, Yemin Orde 
Youth Village, discussed the vital 
importance of graduates as positive role 
models to today’s students.

“Our youth see you, their friends, 
on the road to success, studying at 
university after having completed military 

or national service. You are the best 
source of hope and inspiration for them. 
They see that they can succeed, too,” 
Bing said.

Graduates met with groups of current 
students in their homes and shared 
some of the challenges they faced after 
graduation as well as their achievements. 
After a festive dinner in honor of the 
returning graduates, everyone gathered 
for the Graduates Day scholarship 
ceremony in the gym.

The Graduates Day program is 
supported entirely by gifts to Friends 
of Yemin Orde. Assisting graduates 
throughout their lives is just one of the 
extraordinary activities that reflects 
the magic of Yemin Orde. Graduates 
know that the promise “Yemin Orde 
will always be there for you” remains 
true and constant throughout their 
lives.

Yemin Orde is supported by local 
dollars through the Jewish Federation of 

Reading’s Israel Now program.
Yemin Orde Youth Village is home 

to more than 400 children from around 
the world. The Village has welcomed 
children from France, North Africa, 
Iran, India, Yemen, Eastern Europe 
and South America. The children have 
all suffered trauma in their young 
lives from isolation and neglect to 
abandonment and extreme poverty. At 
Yemin Orde, they find a home, a family 
and a future.

Yemin Orde Village Way strong in the face of  troubles
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Your LegacY matters.
Y

Now is the time to take the next step in 
making it an enduring part of your 
Jewish legacy.

As you plan for the future, think about what your 
Jewish legacy means to you. And please 
consider the institutions closest to your heart in 
your will or estate plan. 

We can help you learn more about how to create your 
Jewish legacy. Please contact the Jewish Federation of 

Reading at 610.921.0624 or williamf@jfreading.org.

Your Life – Your Legacy...
What’s in Your Heart

Jewish Community Foundation of Central PA is sponsoring and presenting 
LIFE & LEGACY™. Please join the Jewish Federation of Reading 

in securing the future of the Jewish community. 

 ou have poured your heart and soul into our 
Jewish community and made a difference. 
Whether your greatest passion is your 
congregation, an organization, or a school, 
that commitment stands as a testament to 
your values. 

By Amanda J. Hornberger
The Holocaust was a profoundly 

spatial experience that involved not only 
the movement of millions of European 
Jews but also their confinement and 
murder in sites specifically built for the 
genocide.

Th is  year ’s  R ichard J .  Yashek 
Memorial Lecture at Albright College will 
look at how perpetrators thought of their 
building projects and, conversely, how 
victims experienced these oppressive 
spaces. 

On Wednesday, March 30, at 7:30 
p.m., Dr. Paul B. Jaskot from DePaul 
University will be at Albright to examine 
architecture and the Holocaust in a 
lecture titled “Architecture and the Spaces 
of the Holocaust: A Plan, a Testimony and 
a Digital Map.” Using digital mapping to 
explore architectural plans as well as 
survivor testimonies, Jaskot will explore 
space and architecture as it was used 
during the Holocaust. 

Thanks to the generous support of 
Rosalye Yashek and her daughters in 
memory of their husband and father, 
Richard, the Richard J. Yashek Memorial 
Lecture is now in its 12th year of bringing 
distinguished scholars from across the 
country to Albright College to discuss 
Holocaust-related topics.

Jaskot delivered the Joseph and 
Rebecca Meyerhoff Annual Lecture at 
the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in 2015, so we are honored that 
he is able to join us in Reading this March!

The Richard J. Yashek Memorial 
Lecture is free and open to the public 
and begins at 7:30 p.m. on March 30 in 
the Wachovia Theatre at Albright College.

The Wachovia Theatre is conveniently 
located in the Center for the Arts on 
Albright College’s campus. For directions 
or additional information please call the 
Lakin Holocaust Library & Resource 
Center at 610-921-7214 or email hrc@
albright.edu.

Architecture and the Holocaust: 
12th annual Richard Yashek Lecture

Trooper delivers talk after film
Trooper David C. Beohm of the Pennsylvania State Police delivers a talk Feb. 
10 following a screening of “24 Days,” a film about the kidnapping of a French 
Jew. Beohm led a discussion on the film and the law enforcement challenges it 
addresses. The event at the Fox Berkshire in Wyomissing was part of the Reading  
Jewish Film Series 2016, co-sponsored by the Rubin Educational Fund of the 
Jewish Federation of Reading and Fox Theatres.
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March 2, 2016
7:00 pm

McGlinn Conference Center
On the Campus of Alvernia University

Information about the event can be found on our public Facebook page. Simply search for “A Common Heart”
or call 610-796-8371 for more information (Holleran Center for Community Engagement - Alvernia University) 

Program done in partnership with:

The Afterlife
An Inter-Religious Dialogue

You are invited to this exciting event featuring interactive dialogue between the Jewish, Muslim 
and Catholic Christian faith traditions regarding religious afterlife.  Presentations will include end-of-life 

rituals related to the  faith communities. After the formal presentations, questions submitted from 
the audience will be answered. 

www.ICORPA.org                                           www.alvernia.edu                                          www.ohebsholom.org                                        www.churchofsaintbenedict.com                   

Reform 
Congregation
Oheb Sholom

Church of 
St. Benedict

Featured presenters:
Rabbi Brian Michelson

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom
Rev. Phillip Rodgers

St. Benedict Roman Catholic Church
Shaykh Yahya Rhodus

Islamic teacher and lecturer - Al-Maqasid Institute, Allentown

The Evening’s MC - Jo Painter
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Scientists at Tel Aviv University and 
Rabin Medical Center have discovered they 
can detect lung cancer early in smokers by 
performing a CT scan at the time they are 
admitted as pneumonia patients. Often, 
the pneumonia is caused by young cancer 
cells blocking air pathways.

According to the American Journal 
of Medicine, lung cancer is the leading 

cause of cancer mortality in the US, 
associated with a five-year survival of 
17 percent. The most important risk 
factor for lung cancer is smoking, which 
causes about 85 percent of lung cancer 
cases.1 Only 15 percent of patients are 
diagnosed at an early stage.

The National Lung Screening Trial 
(NLST) demonstrated that screening 

heavy smokers with low-dose computed 
tomography reduces mortality from 
lung cancer.2 Following the NLST, the 
United States Preventive Services Task 
Force and the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services recommended 
annual screening for lung cancer with 
low-dose computed tomography in 
adults who have a 30 pack-year smoking 

history and currently smoke or have quit 
within the past 15 years, ages 55-80 
(US Preventive Services Task Force) or 
55-77 years (Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services).

However, there are controversies 
about this broad recommendation, 
regarding both medical and cost-effective 
issues

Israeli scientists find way to detect lung cancer early in smokers

As the northern Indian state of Haryana 
announced its intention to launch a series 
of irrigation projects modeled after Israeli 
techniques, officials from both countries 
continue to laud their ever-expanding 
agricultural cooperation.

Haryana is to initiate micro-irrigation 
projects based on Israeli expertise at 14 sites 
throughout the state over the course of 2016. 
Haryana Agriculture Minister Om Prakash 
Dhankar emphasized how the project would 
help provide sufficient water supplies for 
farmers, so that even those at the tail-end of 
canals do not face any difficulties, the Tribune 
News Service reported.

“At present, farmers make arrangements 

for irrigating their fields, but it is the 
responsibility of the state to ensure water 
supply to every field,” Dhankar said, 
according to the report. “The micro-irrigation 
scheme has changed the fate of agriculture 
in Israel, hence it will be launched in Haryana, 
as well.”

While the new micro-irrigation program 
is a Haryana government plan and not 
officially an Israeli venture, Israeli agricultural 
professionals work extensively in both 
Haryana and the neighboring state of 
Punjab, as well as around the country, Ohad 
Horsandi, the spokesman for the Israeli 
Embassy in New Dehli, told The Jerusalem 
Post.

The 14 micro-irrigation projects being 
arranged by the government of Haryana will 
be based on the model of existing “Centers of 
Excellence” that Israel has set up throughout 
India, as part of a larger Indo-Israel Agriculture 
Project, Horsandi explained.

The centers each focus on different crop 
types, bringing Israeli know-how to local 
farmers through hands-on training with Israeli 
experts and technology.

The Indo-Israel Agriculture Project 
is the collaborative effort of a number of 
bodies, including the Israeli Embassy, Indian 
state and federal government bodies, the 
Indian Agriculture Ministry’s Mission for 
Integrated Development of Horticulture and 

Mashav: Israel’s Agency for International 
Development Cooperation in the Foreign 
Ministry. The project has been unfolding  
since 2009. Thus far, there are 26 Centers 
of Excellence across India either already 
operating or in the works, with 15 fully active 
at the moment, the document said. These 
26 centers exist in nine states and span 
many different crops categories, such as 
vegetables, mango, citrus, pomegranate, 
floriculture, dates and beekeeping.

Daniel Carmon, Israel’s ambassador to 
India, emphasized the country’s ongoing 
commitment and desire “to intensify this 
unique cooperation in agriculture that Israel 
shares with India.”

Agricultural cooperation between Israel, India continues to blossom

Israel21c.com
A group of 30 kids with baseball bats 

could do a lot of damage. The founders 
of Baseball for All (Baseball Le’Kulam) 
intend the opposite: fostering fellowship 
among Jewish and Arab Israeli youth 
through the great American pastime.

Baseball for All just completed its 
first year, during which 15 Jewish 11- to 
13-year-olds from Modi’in and 15 Arab 
counterparts from Ramla met three 
times for a free overnight baseball camp 
at the Baptist Village near Petah Tikva. 

They and their families also met twice 
for a joint dialogue. In between, coaches 
worked with each group locally.

“It was a success by any measure 
– athlet ical ly,  educat ional ly and 
logistically,” says Nate Fish of Jaffa, 
national team head coach of the Israel 
Association of Baseball (IAB) and 
director of Baseball for All. IAB is the 
main sponsor of the program; it is 
supported by corporate and individual 
donations to the Jewish National Fund’s 
Project Baseball. The U.S.-based 

nonprofit Play Global, which develops 
baseball in conflict areas around the 
world, worked with Fish to organize 
Baseball for All.

“You saw the kids getting better 
in terms of baseball and developing 
physically. You saw kids becoming 
f r i end l i e r  a t  each  o f  t he  th ree 
sessions,” says Peter Kurz, president 
of  the IAB and manager of  JNF 
Project Baseball.

“We made sure all the rooms and 
teams were fully integrated, and they 

just had a wonderful time together. 
There were no tensions even though 
one might have expected that,” Kurz tells 
ISRAEL21c. “I think the main thing was 
just realizing people are people. This 
was our contribution to that realization.”

“I call it painless education,” says 
David Leichman, an Israel Association 
of Baseball board member and an active 
proponent of Baseball for All. “The 
beauty of it, as a nun friend of ours said, 
is that they are all learning to play a new 
game by the same rules.”

A home run for harmony as Jews and Arabs play baseball together

JNL Media
A large-scale dairy project will be built 

at a cost of $150 million in South Sudan, 
a country whose milk production is very 
low and mainly based on local farms 
supplying only local markets.

The project is being designed by Alef 
Bet Planners Ltd. for Indian developers 
and it is expected to integrate several 
Israeli dairy companies.

The project, one of the largest on 
the African continent, is expected to 
include five dairy farms, each housing 
some 2,000 cows, attached to advanced 
milking parlors. Dafna Regev, Business 
Development Manager at ABP said 
planning the project has been a complex 
task.

Over the past few years the Israeli 
cowshed model  has been used 

successfully in many places around the 
globe, including India, China, the U.S. 
and Russia. The largest Israeli dairy 
project to date was built in Vietnam 
and has ushered a revolution in dairy 
consumption habits in that country. The 
ABP connection with the Indian investors 
followed several dairy farm projects the 
Israeli company designed in past years 
in India.

Sou th  Sudan ,  wh ich  ga ined 
independence in 2011, is made up of 
the 10 southernmost states of Sudan. It 
is one of the most diverse countries in 
Africa, home to more than 60 different 
major ethnic groups, most of whom are 
Muslim or Christian. Independence has 
not brought peace to South Sudan, as 
the 2013-2015 civil war has displaced 
2.2 million South Sudanese.

Israeli-designed dairy project
set to launch in South Sudan

Israel21c.com
Netanya-based Lucidlogix Technologies  

is helping extend cellphone battery life with  
PowerXtend. Debuted in 2013 and built 
into more than 150 million licensed Android 
devices, PowerXtend makes your phone 
battery last up to 20 percent longer when 
you’re using the most battery-draining 
graphical applications: chatting, gaming, 
multimedia browsing and navigating.

In addition to extending battery life, 
PowerXtend reduces the amount of heat 
released from the device during graphics-

heavy uses, said Lucidlogix CEO and 
Chairperson Adina Shorr.

Rather than changing functionality, 
PowerXtend relies on a set of algorithms 
that manage the graphics pipeline 
in way that requires less power, she 
explains.

The patented product is installed in 
the factory by Android original equipment 
manufacturers such as Samsung, ZTE 
and TCL. So if you have, for example, a 
Note or a Galaxy S series, it already has 
PowerXtend inside.

Israeli software extends battery life
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Congregational News

By Rabbi Brian Michelson
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom

O c c a s i o n a l l y  I 
would stay up late 
and watch the “Late 
Show w i th  Dav id 
Letterman.” I enjoyed 
his monologues and 
his take on some of 
the news of the day. 
He would showcase 
stupid pet and people 
tricks that usually left me shaking my 
head wondering why anyone would 
want to advertise that they or their pet 
have these unique abilities. However, 
my all-time favorite part was Letterman’s 
Top Ten lists. They were funny and often 
amazingly clever.  

As I sat down to write this column the 
idea of the Top Ten lists was knocking 
around my brain.  So, in the spirit of 
Purim and David Letterman, I would 
like to offer you “The Top Ten Reasons 
for Celebrating Purim.” (with thanks to 
Kenneth Goldrich for some of these 

ideas).
Top Ten Reasons

for Celebrating Purim
10) You won’t get hit in the eye by a 

lulav or bonked on the head by a piece 
of falling fruit.

9) You don’t have to build a hut and 
live and eat outside like on Sukkot, when 
it is guaranteed to rain.

8) You do not need to clean or 
kasher your home and change all the 
pots and dishes.

7) You cannot eat hamantaschen 
on Yom Kippur.

6) Purim is easier to spell than 
Chanukah, I mean Hanukah, I mean 
Khannukah, I mean Chanuka, I mean the 
Festival of Lights, and you don’t need to 
worry about burning down the house.

5) Levity and celebrating is not 
reserved for the Levites. (I know it is a 
really bad pun.)

4) Nobody knows if you are having 
a bad hair day. You can tell people it is 
simply part of your costume.

3) You get to drink wine and drink 

wine and drink wine, and you don’t have to 
stand up to say Kiddush. In fact, if you have 
enough, you may not be able to stand up at 
all. (Just remember not to drink and drive!)

2) It is one of the two times a year 
when making noise in the synagogue is 

a MITZVAH!!!!
And the number one reason for us to 

celebrate Purim:
1) Mordechai – 1 & Haman – 0!!!!!
Chag Purim Samayach!  A very happy 

and safe Purim to you all.

TotShabbat
introduce your child 
to the joy of shabbat!

join us for tot shabbat,
a musical, story-filled 
shabbat morning experience 
geared towards families with 
young children through 
grade 2.  bring your family 
and friends to celebrate 
with rabbi michelson, and 
stay for a pint-size oneg 
of juice, challah, and child 
friendly treats. Members & non-members are 

invited! No registration is required. 
Please call the Temple office
610.375.6034, with any questions.

Tot Shabbat services are held
Saturday mornings at 10:00 am
at Reform Congregation Oheb
Sholom, 555 Warwick Drive,
Wyomissing, PA 19610
ohebsholom.org

Saturday, 3/19/16 at 10:00 am

Saturday, 4/9/16 at 10:00 am

Saturday, 5/14/16 at 10:00 am

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS AND SERVICE TIMES
JCC COMMMUNITY SHABBAT FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 

AT REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM. SERVICE AT 6 P.M. 
FOLLOWED BY DINNER (RSVP REQUIRED FOR MEAL). 

CHABAD CENTER OF BERKS COUNTY (610) 921-0881
Saturday mornings: 9:30 a.m.; Friday evenings: 6:30 p.m.

KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE (610) 374-1763
Weekly services Saturdays: 9:30 a.m.; Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.

Friday Evening Service – Please call for service information

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM (610) 375-6034
Friday, March 4: 6 p.m. Community Shabbat service.
Fridays, March 11 and 25: Shabbat service, 7:45 p.m.

Friday, March 18: Musical Shabbat, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 20: Tot Shabbat,10 a.m.

CONGREGATION SHOMREI HABRITH

The Top Ten Reasons for Celebrating Purim

                               
                              March ✡  Adar I/Adar II 

 

 Shabbat Candle Lightings       Torah Portions 
 
March 4     March 5/Adar I 25    
5:41 p.m.     Vayakhel (Exodus 35:1 – 38:20) 
 
March 11     March 12/Adar II 2 
5:49 p.m.     Pekudei (Exodus 38:21 – 40:38) 
 
March 18     March 19/Adar II 9 
6:56 p.m.     Vayikra (Leviticus 1:1 – 5:26) 
 
March 25     March 26/Adar II 16 
7:04 p.m.     Tzav (Leviticus 6:1 – 8:36) 

By Mark Nemirow
R e f o r m  C o n g r e g a t i o n  O h e b 

Sholom’s Ruth and Irvin Balis Volunteer 
Appreciation Award is intended to 
recognize people who perform great 
service to the synagogue but whose 
involvement may not be obvious to many 
members.

The 2016 recipients, Jeff and Jack 
Gernsheimer, are perfect examples of 
the sorts of individuals the award was 
meant to honor. Evidence of their work is 
everywhere at RCOS, even if their names 
don’t appear.

The twin brothers are l i felong 
members of RCOS and are the founders 
of Partners Design, an internationally 
known graphic design business. They 
have put that expertise to work for their 
congregation in countless ways. They 
have had a hand in everything from the 
design of the building itself to the ads for 
temple events each month.

One of those who nominated the 
Gernsheimers for the award put it best: 
“Over many years, Jeff and Jack have 
created the visual presence of RCOS.  
They have shaped what we see when 
we walk into the building and what 
community members see in our printed 
materials, advertisements, and letters.  It 
is hard to walk anywhere in our building 
(or outside it) and not see the stamp 
of Jeff and Jack.  They have helped to 
create a beautiful space for worship, 
community work, and study.”

Marty Beckerman, chairman of the 
Balis Award nominating committee, noted 
that Jeff and Jack have consistently 
contributed to congregational life in other 
ways, such as participating in the annual 
food festival and helping to serve lunches 
at Opportunity House.

The congregation will honor Jeff and 
Jack Gernsheimer Saturday, April 16 with 
a dinner at the synagogue. Cocktails will 
be served at 6 p.m. with dinner at 7. The 
community is welcome to attend. Please 
RSVP no later than April 1.

 Jeff and Jack said their volunteerism 
was inspired by many people both within 
and outside the RCOS community 
who demonstrated the importance of 
helping others. Being the child of Hilde 
Gernsheimer, a Holocaust survivor, is 
another key reason for their dedication.

“As f irst-generation Holocaust 

survivors, our family’s commitment to 
Judaism was and continues to be very 
deep,” Jeff said. “We have a genuine love 
of the Temple its mission. It’s a significant 
part of our identity.”

Asked which volunteer activities were 
most significant to him, Jack said: “Being 
involved with the Architectural Committee 
that was responsible for the redesign of 
the Temple & the Social Action Committee 
connecting me with Berks Talkline, Meals 
on Wheels, Hospice Visitation, Planned 
Parenthood and other organizations that 
are meaningful to me. 

Jeff agreed that their work on the 
RCOS building, both during its design 
and construction in the late 1990s 
and through its evolution since, was 
particularly gratifying.

“I felt that Jack, co-chair Neil Hoffman, 
and others who worked with the selected 
architect did such a fine job of converting 
the building we purchased from Glad 
Tidings into the beautiful synagogue we 
now enjoy, and thought it was important 
that the interior and exterior signage 
function well without undermining that 
beauty,” he said. “I hope the simple, 
understated signage accomplishes that 
objective.

“More recently, the 150th Anniversary 
wall is a project that Claudia Strauss and 
I put our hearts & souls into. I hope it 
will help to illustrate to others, as it has 
for me, what a rich & interesting history 
RCOS has had.”

Jeff and Jack said they are grateful for 
the award but see themselves as just part 
of a community of dedicated volunteers.

“We feel  very honored to be 
recognized since there are so many 
members who give so much to RCOS,” 
he said.  “Thank you.”

Jeff  and Jack Gernsheimer
to receive award from RCOS

Jack and Jeff Gernsheimer

Kesher Zion Megillah Reading
Kesher Zion will hold a Megillah reading at 7 p.m.

on Wednesday, March 23.
  All are welcome to join.
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By Lynn Driben
I pulled into the Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom 

parking lot this past September to attend my first Tot 
Shabbat in years. By 10 a.m., the Chapel was packed 
with babies and toddlers and preschoolers and elementary 
schoolers and parents and grandparents and great-
grandparents all ready to share a morning with the Rabbi 
and Student Cantor.

I joined the children and adults sitting in a circle on the 
floor (attire is very casual and chairs are available for for 
those who want one). Each morning starts with a song 
or two, which may relate to a Jewish holiday. A few short 
prayers follow the songs, and then the children grab an 
instrument and march around in a circle before the Torah 
is removed from the ark. Rabbi Michelson concludes by 
reading a story right before we head in the Social Hall for 
a pint-sized oneg of challah, mini-bagels, fruit, cookies and 
juice boxes.  Some onegs are particularly festive when 
we celebrate a birthday or baby naming or other special 
occasion of the family sponsoring the oneg. 

Since the RCOS Membership Committee took over the 
coordination of Tot Shabbats (and I am on the Membership 
Committee), I am now a regular at Tot Shabbat and 
encourage you to join the fun.  The energy and excitement 
of the children is truly joyful.  I also love chatting with the 
young parents who may not make it to evening services.  
Tot Shabbat is held one Saturday morning per month from 
10 a.m. to about 11:30 a.m., including the oneg.

RCOS member and non-member families are 
welcome with children through Grade 2.

Any family is welcome to sponsor an oneg. Sponsors 
do not need to attend and do not need to have tot-aged 
children.  With your donation of $100, we order, buy, pick 
up, and set up all the food items for the oneg for more 
than 50 attendees each month.

Please contact Lynn Driben, RCOS Membership 
Chairperson, at 610-698-4665 or Jodi Spiegel, Tot 
Shabbat Coordinator, at 631-513-6092 if you have 
questions or would like to sponsor an oneg.  Upcoming 
Tot Shabbats are March 19, April 9, and May 14.

Tot Shabbat brings joy, energy and excitement

FOR THE PRESENTATION OF THE 
FIFTH ANNUAL RUTH & IRVIN BALIS
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION AWARD TO:

JACK GERNSHEIMER & 
JEFF GERNSHEIMER

SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 2016
COCKTAILS AT 6:00 PM
DINNER AT 7:00 PM

RSVP BY APRIL 1

BALIS
AWARD
DINNER

REFORM
CONGREGATION
OHEB SHOLOM

Iberia
The Jewish History of Spain
The experience of Jews in Iberia — the peninsula of present-day 
Spain and Portugal — is one of the most illustrious in the history 

of the Jews. Join Rabbi Abelson as he explores the 1,000-year 
period from 500-1500 C.E. when significant numbers of Jews 

lived in Iberia first under Christian rule, then under Muslim rule, 
and once again under Christian rule before their expulsion from 

Spain in 1492 and from Portugal in 1497.
 

In addition to covering the basic information of the Jewish 
history of Iberia, we will read excerpts from the works of the 

great Sephardi (Spanish-Portuguese) Jewish philosophers, 
including Judah Halevi and Maimonides.

This class will consist of five 90-minute sessions. You can choose 
between Tuesdays at 1 p.m. (March 8, 15, 29 and April 4 and 12) 

or Thursdays at 7 p.m. (March 3, 10, 17, 31 and April 7).

For more information contact the KZ office 610-374-1763 or 
kzsecretary@entermail.net

Friday
March 18th

7:00 pm

and Wine &
Cheese Oneg

MUSICAL
SHABBAT

Please join us as we celebrate Shabbat
with Rabbi Brian Michelson & Student 
Cantor Harriet Dunkerley as they lead a 

special service featuring the musical talents 
of our Religious School students and

Choir. Service to be followed by a special 
catered oneg featuring wine, cheese,
desserts, and child-friendly treats.

Members & non-members welcome. 

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom
555 Warwick Drive, Wyomissing, PA 19610

ohebsholom.org • 610.375.6034 

The Gurtwitz family: Jacob, Jennifer, Gabrielle and Isabella, at a Tot 
Shabbat service led by Rabbi Brian Michelson.
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JNS.org
The Israeli government’s passage of 

legislation that authorizes egalitarian prayer 
in a soon-to-be-created 9,700-square-foot 
section adjacent to the southern part of 
the Western Wall (Kotel in Hebrew) has 
been called groundbreaking, empowering, 
dramatic, and unprecedented. The section 
could be ready in as soon as a few months 
or up to two years from now.

“This is a fair and creative solution,” 
said Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
after the 15-5 vote on the measure by his 
Cabinet.

Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the 
Union for Reform Judaism (URJ), said the 
decision would connect world Jewry to the 
State of Israel. Jerry Silverman, CEO of 
the Jewish Federations of North America 
(JFNA), called it a major step forward. 
Member of Knesset Merav Michaeli (Zionist 
Union) said the Kotel was liberated again, 
this time not by soldiers, but by women in 
prayer shawls.

Indeed, for 27 years, the Women of the 
Wall group pushed for women’s equality 
at the Kotel. Formal negotiations have 
been going on for almost three years. In a 
statement, the group said more than just an 
agreement has been achieved: “The vision 
of the new section of the Kotel is a physical 

and conceptual space open to all forms of 
Jewish prayer. Instead of splitting up the 
existing pie into ever more divided, smaller 
pieces, we are making the pie much larger.”

The new section will be managed by a 
public council, governed by a committee 
headed by the chairman of The Jewish 
Agency and comprised of representatives 
from the Reform and Masorti (Conservative 
Judaism in Israel) movements, JFNA, and 
Women of the Wall. An administrator for 
the section will be appointed by the Prime 
Minister’s Office.

Beyond the blueprints, the ratified plan is 
a powerful statement about the overt impact 
Diaspora Jewry and global Jewish leaders 
could have on Israeli decision-making.

This is a paradigm shift.
U.S. Jews have traditionally served as a 

political lifeline for Israel, lobbying American 
governments on behalf of the Jewish 
state. Recent occurrences have shifted 
the relationship between the American and 
Israeli Jewish communities into one of semi-
equality, which includes American Jewish 
leaders objectively discussing Israel’s 
policies rather than blindly supporting them.

In an interview with The Jerusalem 
Post, Jewish Agency for Israel Chairman 
Natan Sharansky said that American and 
Israeli Jews are becoming increasingly 

interdependent. The U.S. needs Israel 
to help strengthen Jewish identity in a 
Diaspora community that is slowly shrinking 
from assimilation and intermarriage. 
Israel, attacked daily by the international 
community, needs the solidarity of Jewish 
communities abroad, he explained.

Netanyahu might be feeling the pressure 
of unprecedented U.S.-Israel political 
tension. Last August’s Peace Index poll 
by the Israel Democracy Institute and Tel 
Aviv University showed that 48 percent of 
Israeli Jews worried Netanyahu’s campaign 
against the Iran nuclear deal would damage 
U.S.-Israel relations. Last November, 
speaking at JFNA’s General Assembly, 
Netanyahu called on American Jewish 
leaders to work together to unite the Jewish 
people. At that time, he underscored his new 
commitment to guarantee equal rights to 
members of the Reform and Conservative 
movements in Israel.

Now, pluralistic Jewish leaders are 
touting the work they did as a model for 
future initiatives. Rabbi Julie Schonfeld, 
executive vice president of Conservative 
Judaism’s Rabbinical Assembly, said 
the negotiating process was almost as 
significant as its outcome in that it showed 
that even Jewish leaders with varying 
opinions could handle complex negotiations 

when they have a shared interest.
Pluralistic leaders claim the plan is likewise 

a powerful and formal recognition of Reform 
and Masorti Judaism and an acceptance by 
the government of their legitimacy in Israeli 
religious life. Currently, between 7 and 10 
percent of Israelis consider themselves 
Reform or Masorti, according to Yizhar Hess, 
executive director and CEO of the Masorti 
Movement in Israel, and there are 120 Reform 
and Masorti synagogues.

Hess said the decision puts a precedent 
in place for how to solve future challenges, 
such as the desire for civil marriage in Israel, 
more kashrut options, and greater flexibility 
when it comes to Jewish conversions.

The next big issue for the pluralistic 
Jewish movements is marriage equality, 
or the ability to perform civil marriages and 
marriages outside of the Chief Rabbinate, 
which adheres to Orthodox traditions.

Most recently, JFNA launched the 
Israel Religious Expressions Platform  
and awarded grants to three Israel-
based groups to encourage Israelis 
to consider marriage alternatives. 
S i lverman sa id  by work ing wi th 
grassroots organizations that care 
deeply about the issue, JFNA hopes to 
educate a broader spectrum of Israelis 
about the subject. 

The Western Wall prayer decision and shifting Diaspora paradigm

TPS/United With Israel
A de legat ion  o f  in te rnat iona l 

experts visited Israel recently to gain 
further expertise in treating victims 
of terror who suffered trauma. The 
knowledge they  acqu i re  w i l l  be 
used back in their home countries, 
which suffer from frequent natural 
disasters.

T h e  e x p e r t s ,  w h o  i n c l u d e d 
medical doctors and government 
off icials, traveled from India, Sri 
Lanka and Indonesia. The arrival 
of Indonesian representatives was 
a rare occasion, since the country 
has no diplomatic ties with Israel. 
While the training was underway 
Indonesia suffered an Islamic State 
terror attack at a Starbucks shop.

T h e  d e l e g a t i o n  v i s i t e d 
Jerusalem’s Hadassah Ein Kerem 
hospital, which is prepared to deal 
w i th  mass-casua l ty  even ts  and 
treats severely wounded victims.

Professor Avi Rivkind, head of 
the Hadassah General Surgery and 
Trauma Departments,  d iscussed 
with the visitors methods used to 
treat victims of terror attacks and 
traffic accidents.

The Sri Lankan trauma experts 
w e r e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  h e a r  t h a t 
Professor Rivkind had participated 
in the treatment of victims of the 
2004 tsunami disaster in their own 
country.

Many of the delegation members 
were experienced in treating victims 

of major natural disasters such as 
tsunamis, floods and earthquakes. 
They took interest in Hadassah’s 
rehabi l i tat ion opt ions for t rauma 
v i c t i m s  a n d  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ’ s 
treatment procedures and division 
of labor.

“The arrival of such a delegation, 
i n c l u d i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f 
countries with no diplomatic relations 
w i th  Is rae l ,  i s  de f in i te ly  a  ra re 

occasion and is something we can 
be proud of,” said a spokesperson 
for Hadassah.

T h e  v i s i t  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  a n d 
arranged by the American Jewish 
Commi t tee ,  an  advocacy  group 
act ing global ly to support  Israel 
and to develop unofficial relations 
between Israel and foreign states, 
g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  d i p l o m a t i c 
delegations around the world.

International experts travel to Israel for important training
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By Vicky Sokoloff
Herbs fall into three broad categories: 

culinary, medicinal, and ornamental. The 
culinary herbs are those used primarily for 
cooking. They include oregano, thyme, 
basil, lovage, parsley, sage, mint, chives, 
marjoram, dill, rosemary, and bay leaf. 
Many of these now have a wide array of 
flavors and sub-types. 

While mint is easy to grow and comes 
in many flavors (spear, lemon, orange, 
chocolate, lavender, peppermint, apple, 
pineapple) it can quickly become invasive 
and is best contained by being grown in 
pots. The main exception to that rule is 
when starting a new bed that is mostly 
clay and rocks. The roots of the mint will 
penetrate the poor soil and after a season 
or two can be pulled out so that other 
things can be planted.

I rely on my herb garden for dill, parsley, 
chives, oregano and thyme. All can be 
frozen easily. Thyme, bay leaf, basil, sage 
and oregano can be dried. Curly parsley is 
a good choice for garnishing while the flat 
Italian type has more flavor for cooking. 
Parsley is a biannual. It will produce a lot 
of leaves in it’s first season and goes to 
seed fairly quickly in it’s second season. 
So planting a few seeds each year keeps 
a healthy crop. Soak seeds for a few hours 
before planting for the best germination.

Both regular chives and garlic chives 
can become invasive when allowed to 
set seed. Regular chives produce purple 
flowers in the spring; garlic chives have 
white flowers in the fall.

Bay leaf is a long lived plant, but since 
it’s not hardy in our climate it needs to 
come in for the winter. The same is true 
for rosemary.

Some herbs are hard to put into just 
one category. My favorite is lavender. Not 
only is it beautiful in the garden, it can be 
used to scent almost anything and has 
some medicinal benefits. Last spring I 
added many new cultivars of lavender to 
our garden. They ranged from white, to 
pink, pale lavender, blue, and dark purple. 
There was also a great variety in leaf color 
from pale to dark, and even variegated. . . 
and a variety of textures as well.

To make use of all this lavender, in the 
fall I made lavender oil for the first time. 
Without any special equipment it took 
some time, but the result was a great 
success. The English varieties of lavender 

(Lavandula angustifolia) are hardy here; 
the French (Lavendula dentata) are 
marginal, and the Spanish (Lavandula 
stoechas) need to be  brought in or well 
protected. The most common English 
lavenders are Munstead and Hidcote. 
Lacy Frills is the most hardy of whites. 
Coconut Ice has dense, silvery-green 
foliage with a spreading, upright habit. 
Flowers emerge pink then turn white as 
the plant matures.

Lavandula × ginginsii Goodwin Creek 
Grey forms a bushy shrub of bright silvery-
grey leaves, bearing tall spikes of deep-
purple flowers over a very long season. 
One of the best types for forming into 
topiary shapes, it is easily pruned to keep 
a compact size. If you can bring in your 
lavender for the winter consider one of the 
many Ruffles varieties. Nearly all of them 
have a berry in their name that provides 
a good indication of it’s color. Silver Edge 
is one of the loveliest variegated forms.

To learn more about herbs and how 
to use them in the garden, check out the 
book “Landscaping with Herbs” by Jim 
Wilson.

Here are some of the more unusual 
lavenders from my garden:

Gardening with Vicky

The many uses for herbs

By Joanie G. Friedman
As far back as I can remember, 

Purim was always a wonderful holiday 
– full of love and family gatherings.

I can picture Grandma and Mother 
baking hamantashen. Aunt Helen 
lived nearby, and she was a wonderful 
baker. They always included me and 
I always had too much flour – on the 
cutting board and counter, on the 
floor, and mostly on me! Half of the 
work involved kneading and rolling 
the dough and adding the fillings. 
The other half was in listening to the 
grown-up conversations. It was not 
long before I was old enough to be a 
part of the discussions. 

One of the reasons it was always 
a happy time was because Mother 
was born on Purim. Grandma would 
remind me of this every year. Everyone 
enjoyed the hol iday preparat ion, 
smiling and laughing, and wishing 
Mother a happy birthday.

Many years  ago,  the p layers 
changed. When Grandma was no 
longer here, and Aunt Helen had 
moved away, daughter Marcy joined 
the procession. Each year, Mother was 
a very patient teacher. She and Marcy 
always had a special bond and there 
was a great amount of enjoyment in 
making those hamantashen for all of 
us, including little ones for her dolls.

Some of the family liked the lekvar 
and poppyseed, Mother and Marcy 
l iked the strawberry,  and Barbie 
preferred the blueberry. At least, 
that’s what I was told. Every year 

Marcy looked forward to those times 
with her grandma. And, after plates 
of hamantashen were ready, relatives 
would come to say hello. Covered 
plates would be exchanged, and this 
was our tradition of shalach manot – 
giving baked goods to others.

The tradition continues, and a fun 
way is to place them in a basket with a 
cloth over it all, and leave the baskets 
on doorsteps of friends. It’s a happy 
time of the year, and why shouldn’t 
everyone be happy? After all, it is my 
mother’s birthday!

Many years later, I still remember 
those cheerful days. Now in my mind 
I think of how much I miss my mother. 
Purim is just one of the many times. 
But this year it is different. I see Marcy 
standing at the cutting board. With her 
are 10-year old Daniel and Leah who is 
6. Daniel chooses to eat them as soon 
as they are baked, and Leah has her 
doll’s table already set to receive those 
tiny extra baked goodies.

The next generation is learning the 
skill of making hamantashen. Even 
more important, they are keeping the 
holiday traditions from one generation 
to another. And my mother is right 
there with them.

Joanie G. Friedman, formerly of 
Wyomissing, contributes newspaper 
articles in the U.S. and Canada. Her 
novel, “The Lakes of Island Springs” 
is in bookstores and on Amazon. She 
may be reached at joaniegBOOKS@
comcast.net.

Purim is a special time

Obituaries
Rhoda  E isman Dersh ,  81 , 

of Reading and Boca Raton, Fla. 
Rhoda was a prominent Berks County 
civic leader, founder and longtime 
president and CEO of the Reading 
educational landmark Pace Institute, 
businesswoman, philanthropist and 
artist. She received a M.A. in International 
Law and Diplomacy from The Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 
University in 1956 and an M.B.A. from 
Manhattan College in 1980. She was a 
member of The World Affairs Council of 
Reading and Berks County, the Citizens 
Active for Reading Education (CARE) 
and the Visiting Homemaker Service. 
Rhoda was a longtime supporter of the 

arts and an accomplished artist herself, 
starting as a weaver and more recently 
creating jewelry pieces that have 
been exhibited at the Reading Public 
Museum, the GoogleWorks Center for 
the Arts and the Boca Raton Museum 
of Art. She is survived by her husband, 
Dr. Jerome Dersh, her children Debra 
Dersh and Jeff Dersh and grandson 
Jeremy.

---
Barbara (Goldrich) Solowey, 80, 

of Wyomissing. Barbara was a member 
of Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom.  
She is survived by her daughters, Leslie 
Sheftel and Elyse Horowitz, wife of Dr. 
Jeffrey Horowitz of Mohnton.  There are 
also four grandchildren.

Mazel tov to Arlene and Irving 
Ehrlich on the engagement of their 
daughter Melissa to Garret Sachs of 
Atlanta, Ga.

***
Congratulations to Molly Nemirow, 

daughter of Geri and Mark Nemirow, 
on being named to the Music Educators 

of Berks County’s Junior High County 
Chorus.

We love good news about members 
of our community! Please share it by 
emailing Marknem@aol.com.

Until next time: Shalom!
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Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.

EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T Y

If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit
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Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org

Ellagence Ice     Linda Legon                  

Sugarberry 
Ruffles

Goodwin Creek Grey

KZ Chinese Auction
Sunday, April 3, noon to 3 p.m.

Kesher Zion Synagogue,
1245 Perkiomen Ave., Reading, PA 19602

 Doors open at noon.
Don’t miss all the fun!!!!
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By Sari Incledon, M.Ed.
We are introducing a new program 

— ENCORE — a new social discussion 
group.  This program is for individuals 
60 and over who have lost a life partner 
more than two years ago. Monthly 
topics will include relationships with 
friends and family, planning for the 
future, the various interests of the 
participants and what is happening in 

the world around us.
For more information call Sari 

Incledon at 610-921-0624.
Purim Baskets Donated

Many thanks to Amy and Ken 
Bloom and their committee at Reform 
Congregat ion  Oheb Sho lom fo r 
gene rous l y  p rov id ing  JFS  w i th 
Shalach Manot gift baskets for nursing 
home residents.  We know that last 

year recipients were delighted with 
these gifts, and we enjoyed delivering 
them.

Women on Their Own
In March Women on Their Own will 

meet on Sunday, March 20, at 10:30 
a.m. at RCOS. The group, which meets 
on the third Sunday of each month, 
was organized to provide women an 
opportunity to socialize and provide 

support for one another. For more 
information contact Sheryl Weintraub 
at Sheryl.woto@gmail.com or call Sari 
Incledon or Carole Robinson.

Living with Loss
Each month individuals who have lost 

a loved one meet to discuss their needs 
and provide support for one another.  
For more information call Sari at 610-
921-0624.

Introducing ENCORE social discussion group
Jewish Family Service
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By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
Thank you to Dave 

Walker for participating 
in our car donation 
program.  The proceeds 
from his auctioned car 
will help support our 
programs.  If you would 
like to learn more about 
this easy way to help 

JFS (and get a tax donation at the same 
time) call me at 610-921-0624 or go to 
www.charitableautoresources.com.

Each month our food bank serves more 
and more people.  (In March we served 
182 people in 62 households).  We could 
not provide this important service without 
dedicated volunteers.  Thank you to long-
time volunteers Karen Sherman and Norman 
Wilikofsky and to our new volunteers Jan 

Simon and VeeVee Scott.  We could not run 
the food bank without them.

On April 2 JFS sponsored a Seder at 
the Manor at Market Square. The Manor’s 
residents were joined by residents of 
Providence House and Friendship Circle 
seniors. Boscov’s provided a delicious meal, 
enjoyed by all.  A big thank you to baker 
extraordinaire Sheila Bornstein for furnishing 
participants with a vast array of gourmet 

Pesadich desserts. Thanks to Jeff Bornstein 
and Corinne Wernick for their assistance in 
serving the meal.  Generous contributions 
made in memory of Natalie Adelglass by 
family and friends underwrote the Seder.

Finally, thanks to the bakers of the 
Kesher Zion religious school and Temple 
Oheb Sholom’s sisterhood for providing us 
with hamentashen that were distributed to 
seniors in long term care residences.

Jewish Family Service

Living with Loss
Mondays, May 10 and 24, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.

For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Car donation helps sustain JFS programs
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Did you know the Hampton Inn Wyomissing is newly 
renovated? It’s true, when your family comes to town, 
why crowd your home? We have a heated indoor pool, 

complimentary hot breakfast, and a good night’s sleep on our 
famous Cloud 9 bed. Did you also know that we wash our 
comforters and pillows with every stay? Wouldn’t you want 

your loved ones here with us instead of worrying where you’ll 
find room? With the Hampton’s 100% guarantee

you can’t go wrong.
Hampton Inn Wyomissing

1800 Papermill Road, Wyomissing, PA 19560
610-374-8100

Meals • Housekeeping • Activities • Transportation 
 All-Inclusive Monthly Rent • No Buy-ins

803 Penn Street • Reading, PA 19601 
 www.manoratmarketsquare.com • 610-373-0800

Some patients require additional  
care after their hospital discharge. 

Planning ahead will make  
things easier for you after you leave. 
Learn about the services available 

for you or a loved one!

Please RSVP by calling 610-373-0800.

INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING

What happens after  
a hospital stay?

Thursday, May 20 • 11:30 am
at Manor at Market Square

Join us for this informative seminar presented by

FREE parking in  
the Berks Encore  

parking lot  
located at 9th  

and Court Street.

ALL-INCLUSIVE MONTHLY RENT • NO BUY-INS

Call 610-616-5112 to schedule a tour
See why so many seniors are choosing Manor at Market Square as their new home!

803 Penn Street, Reading, PA 19601 • www.manoratms.com • 610-616-5112

 

We are located  

only 1 block from the 

New DoubleTree® Hotel  

and Convention Center  

         on Penn Street!

Help us give back... 
with some spring cleaning 

in the neighborhood!
Sat., March 26 • 11am–1pm 

at Manor at Market Square

Please RSVP by  
March 23 to Jill  
at 610-616-5112

Cleaning  
supplies  

provided

Doors Open  
at 10:45am

FREE parking  
in the Berks  

Encore lot at  
9th and Court  

Streets

Snacks and a  
FREE T-shirt for  

all those who  
donate  

their time!

from 7th through 10th Streets

 

Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians: 
James P. Restrepo, M.D., FACS, ECNU 

Charles K. Lutz, M.D., FACS 
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., FACS, ECNU

Scott J. Cronin, M.D.

Nurse Practitioner: 
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

ENT Head & Neck Specialists, PC  
985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

Providing diagnostic and rehabilitative services for all types of hearing loss, for any age group. 
Hearing and Balance Disorders 

State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings 
In House Hearing Aid Repairs

Audiologists: 
 

Kathleen D. Vivaldi, AuD, FAAA 
Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA

Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA

Jewish Family Service Food Pantry Collection

We are serving more families 
each month! Please bring 

donations of canned tuna, soup, 
fruits and vegetables to 
Kesher Zion or the JCC.

Thank you!

We also need plastic and paper grocery bags!
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By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
We invite the entire 

community to attend a 
program Jewish Family 
Service is sponsoring: 
“What Every Family 
Needs to Know about 
A lcoho l  and Drug 
Abuse & Addiction: An 
Interactive Dialogue 
with David Rotenberg.”  
This program will be held Wednesday, 
April 28 at 7 p.m. at the JCC.

David is the executive director of 
Adolescent Youth Services at Caron 
Foundation, however his presentation 

will not be limited to issues dealing with 
adolescents.  Drug and alcohol abuse is 
a problem for all age groups, and we all 
need to know more about it.

In a recent article, “Overcoming 
Denial” (Na’amat Woman Winter 2009/10) 
Barbara Trainin Blank wrote: “Alcohol and 
chemical dependency don’t discriminate, 
affecting Jews and non-Jews alike, and 
women as much as men. Addiction 
and alcoholism can be found in every 
socioeconomic and religious segment of 
the Jewish community”.

An ar t ic le  on the JACS Web 
site (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically 
Dependent Persons and Significant 

Others) provided the following statistics.  
According to Dr. Jay Holder, Medical 
Director and founder of the Exodus 
Treatment Center in Miami, chemical 
dependency is the number one secret 
in the Jewish community. Reportedly, 
up to 50 percent of patient populations 
in some residential treatment centers 
are Jews – as are 20 percent of those 
calling national drug hot lines (yet Jews 
comprise less than 3 percent of the U.S. 
population).  Chemical dependency is the 
third leading killer in the U.S.  It is also an 
unreported and/or unknown contributor 
to deaths caused by car accidents, heart 
attacks, suicides and strokes.

For  every  person who has a 
substance abuse problem, several 
others are affected.  Those affected 
may be spouses, parents, children, 
siblings, grandparents – all are hurt 
in different ways. What can we as a 
communal organization do to address 
the problem? Awareness is an important 
first step and we invite everyone in the 
community to share questions and 
concerns at our above mentioned 
program on April 28.

Our  program is  f ree ,  though 
reservations are requested. For more 
information, call Sari at 610-921-
0624.

Jewish Family Service

Enjoy Tax Benefits While Contributing to

Jewish Family Service Vehicle Donation Program

Call Sari at

610-921-0624 

or email
                               jfrsarii@comcast.net

Living with Loss
formerly Bereavement Group

Mondays, March � and 22, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.
For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Discussion of  addiction important to all
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BERKS ENCORE RECEIVES AWARDS

Congratulations to Berks Encore employees Carolyn Krebs 
and Martha Sitler for receiving one of the Social Security 

Administrations highest awards for their providing the public with 
information covering Social Security issues.  

Berks Encore enables older adults to achieve a better quality of 
life by providing a comprehensive program of services, referrals, 
education and advocacy.  For more information call Berks Encore 

at 610-374-3195 or visit them at www.Berksencorepa.org

BERKS ENCORE PROVIDES FREE TAX PREPARATION 
FROM TRAINED VOLUNTEERS

Was your household income less than $50,000 in 2009?  
Household income may be higher in some cases,

but call 610-374-3195 for more details.
Call today to schedule an appointment from now until April 15.

Berks Encore, 40 N. Ninth St., 610-374-3195

Jewish Family Service thanks
Dr. Jeffrey Blank D.D.S.

for providing professional services to our client.

Volunteer Opportunities Available – 
Jewish Family Service seeks volunteers to help our seniors

with grocery shopping and other errands.
If you have some time, call Sari or Carole at 610-921-0624.

Call Sari at 610-921-0624, 
e-mail sari@jfreading.org 

or go to
www.charitableautoresources.com

Israel developing underground Iron Dome to detect enemy tunnels
The Financial Times of London 

is report ing that Israel ’s mil i tary 
establishment and defense companies, 
having developed the successful Iron 
Dome missile defense system, are 
developing technology to shield the 
Jewish State on a new front: underground.

Israeli officials said the U.S. had 
earmarked $120 million over three years 
to help it develop and produce a system 
to detect tunnels built by enemies, the 
newspaper reported.

According to The Financial Times, 
Israelis are describing the system as an 
underground equivalent of Iron Dome, 
which enabled Israel to destroy many 
of the rockets and mortars fired at it by 
Hamas and other militant groups from 
the Gaza Strip during Israeli military 
operations there in 2012 and 2014.

In addition to uncovering the concrete-
reinforced tunnels Hamas constructs 
along the border with Gaza, Israeli 

military planners told the newspaper they 
need the system to detect tunnels built 
by the Lebanon-based guerrilla group 
Hizbollah in the north.

The paper reported that the U.S. also 
wants the technology to detect routes 
used by criminal gangs to smuggle illegal 
immigrants or drugs across the Mexican 
border.

The Israeli companies Elbit Systems 
and Rafael Advanced Defence Systems 
— which developed Iron Dome — are 
among those developing the technology, 
both companies told The Financial 
Times.

Between 50 and 100 smal ler 
companies are also involved in developing 
the technology needed to find tunnels, 
the paper reported.

There have been signs that Hamas 
is rebuilding its underground network, 
which Israel’s military targeted during 
Operation Protective Edge, its 2014 war 

against the militant group in Gaza.
The Qassam Brigades, the Islamist 

group’s military wing, said nine of its 
members were killed recently while 
working in tunnels.

The IDF says it found and destroyed 
32 tunnels during the 2014 war, and 
accused the militant group of using the 
tunnels to ambush soldiers, fire rockets or 
mortars, and carry out operations inside 
Israel. The war killed more than 2,100 
Palestinians, 66 Israeli soldiers, and six 

civilians in Israel.
The discovery of tunnels during 

the first days of the war brought angry 
accusations by Israelis against Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of having 
underestimated or missed the threat.

Netanyahu said Israel was working 
against all threats, including from Hamas, 
and that the nation will take stronger 
action than before against Hamas if the 
nation is attacked again from tunnels 
from the Gaza Strip
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County
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Contributions as of Feb. 15
Holocaust Library & Resource Center
In memory of:

Anita Lipson (Dena Hammel’s mother) – Barbara Nazimov

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Amanda and Jason Hornberger’s daughter – Louise Zeidman
Sari Incledon for her kindness and help – Louise Zeidman
Carole Robinson for her kindness and help – Louise Zeidman
Haia Mazuz – for her kindness and help – Louise Zeidman
The wonderful Friendship Circle programs – Ethel Engel
Birth of Eitan and Laurie Kilchevsky’s grandson – Carol and Gordon Perlmutter

In memory of:
Joyce Corbin – Judy Copeland
Louis Syret – Judy Copeland
Anita Lipson (Dena Hammel’s mother) – Andy and Corinne Wernick, Susan 

Schlanger, Dr. Sandra K. Rowan, Eunice and Albert Boscov, Jerry Marcus, 
Carol and Gordon Perlmutter

JFS Food Pantry
In honor of:

Rhoda Dersh – Dr. Sandra K. Rowan

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In honor of:

Birth of Fran and Burt Krieger’s granddaughter – Cheryl and Eric Farber, 
Debbie Goodman and John Moyer, Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Birth of Bernie and Carol Gerber’s new grandson – Yvonne and Rob Oppenheimer
Ethel Engel’s special birthday –  Marlene and George Weiss

In memory of:
Joyce Corbin  – Jackye and Jim Barrer
Louis Syret – Julia and Bruce Swan
Peter and Helaine Schiffman’s daughter Janet – Julia and Bruce Swan
Rhoda Dersh – Cheryl and Eric Farber, Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer, Kate 

Mohn, Stephen, Bob and Judy Pollack 
Anita Lipson (Dena Hammel’s mother) – Cheryl and Eric Farber, Sue and 

Herb Wachs, Debbie Goodman and John Moyer, Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer, 
Carol and Bernie Gerber

Mitch Fazekas’ father – Judy and Bob Pollack

PJ Library
In memory of:

Rhoda Dersh – Sue and George Viener
Anita Lipson – Sue and George Viener
Louis Syret – Sue and George Viener

Friendship Circle Fund
In honor of:

Ethel Engel’s special birthday – Elaine Safir

In memory of:
Rhoda Dersh – Alice Botvin
Joyce Corbin – Marcia Gross

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  $10
Jewish Family Service    $10
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    $10
JFS Food Bank     $25
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   $20
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
Doris Levin Fund     $10

Israel 21c.com
Israel will spend around $3.3 billion 

over the next five years to improve the 
standard of living of its Arab minority and 
narrow gaps with its Jewish population.

Arabs comprise nearly 21 percent 
of Israel’s 8.46 million population. The 
Arab Joint list — which combined four 
smaller political parties — is the third 
largest in Israel’s 120-seat parliament 
with 13 seats.

In a plan approved by the Cabinet, 
investment will be boosted in education, 
infrastructure, culture, sports and 
transportation in Arab areas that have 
long been neglected or are not up to the 
same standards of Jewish citizens.

“This is an attempt to correct a 
historical wrong,” Eli Groner, director 
general of the Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO), told Reuters.

Groner said that in education, there 

is a gap between Jewish and Arab 
achievements in school, while Arab men 
often do not work in the professions they 
studied, he noted.

According to Tel Aviv University, 
Arabs comprise just 13 percent of Israel’s 
civilian labour force, while figures show 
75 percent of Arab men work and just 33 
percent of Arab women.

“We’re trying to address these 
issues while encouraging them to better 

integrate into Israeli society,” Groner said.
As part of the plan, there will be new 

industrial zones and sports stadiums, and 
more spending on transportation, roads 
and water supply.

“It’s a shift in allocating spending 
towards these priorities,” Groner said.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in 
a statement said the plan will strengthen 
law enforcement in the minority sector 
with emphasis on illegal construction.

Israel to spend $3 billion to improve living standards of Arab minority

When criticism of  Israel becomes anti-Semitic
By Jonathan Greenblatt
Anti-Defamation League

Since starting as the CEO of ADL last 
summer, I have heard from many college 
students that their Jewish faith renders 
them pariahs on their campuses — unless 
and until they denounce Israel. 

Campus Hillels and other Jewish 
organizations that have long worked 
with LGBTQ groups, student of color 
organizations, and other progressive clubs 
on campus increasingly are being shut out, 
rejected from participating in events, even 
when Israel is not on the agenda. Where 
other students are not being subjected to a 
litmus test on their views on Israel, Jewish 
students have been singled out.

As racial tensions flared across the 
country the past few years, we beard 
anecdotes from Jewish racial justice 

advocates that they were targeted with 
anti-Jewish slurs. They were told they need 
to understand that “it’s because of Israel.”

Here’s the thing, though. It’s not. It’s 
anti-Semitism. 

Let’s be clear. No government is 
immune from criticism. Indeed, we have 
criticized policies and practices or Israeli 
leadership when we felt appropriate to 
do so.

We recognize that anti-Israel and 
pro-Palestinian activists will condemn 
Israel. That is their right. We disagree — 
vigorously — with their claims that Israel 
is an apartheid state and their other efforts 
to demonize Israel.  And we will speak out, 
challenge their mischaracterizations, and 
dismantle their indictments with facts and 
truth, as is our right.

But when that criticism of Israel crosses 

the line into anti- Semitism, we will condemn 
it. 

When a person conflates Jews, Israelis, 
and the Israeli government, it is anti-
Semitism. When al! Jews and all Israelis 
are held responsible for the actions of 
the Israeli government, it is anti-Semitic. 
When Jews would be denied the right to 
self-determination accorded to all other 
peoples, it is anti-Semitic,

And when protesters chant “Palestine 
will be free from the river to the sea,” it is 
appropriately interpreted by most people 
as a call for the erasure of Israel — and it 
is anti-Semitic  Giving protesters the benefit 
of the doubt, it is unlikely that most intend 
their message to be anti-  Semitic. However, 
regardless of the intent of the protest, the 
impact matters.

Yet, too often, when students, 

individuals, or organizations raise the 
specter of anti-Semitism it is quickly 
rejected. Israel’s critics have written best-
selling books decrying their so -called 
inability to criticize Israel. 

 We Jews are best situated to define 
anti-Semitism, even if all of us may not 
likely reach consensus on the definition. 
It is the collective responsibility of activists 
and organizers across the ideological 
spectrum to stop and listen when someone 
says, “You’ve crossed the line.”

Standing up for the r ights of 
disempowered people is a job for us all. 
ADL has been doing it for more than 100 
years. But marginalizing and wounding 
others in the process helps no one. Rather, 
it divides us and impedes our ability to 
find common ground in places where our 
collective strength could do so much good.
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Happy Purimwishes you a
weis

Prices Effective through March 30, 2016

  Weis Proudly Accepts

Savion Fruit Slices
8 ounce

Medford Farms Honey Bear
12 ounce

Fox’s U-Bet Syrup
22 ounce

$199
U U U

Weis Markets 2020 North 13th Street, Reading
and 27559 Papermill Road, Wyomissing

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors.
Some items not available at all stores.

Hamantaschen
Mechaya - 10 ounce 

$399

Whole or Cut-up Fryers

Fresh Kosher

Chickens

$249
Per pound

Joyva Ring Jells 
9 ounce

$299
Magic Max’s Cotton Candy 
1 ounce

U

Gefen Apple Crisps
1.41 ounce

$32

$55

$52$42

Parve  K   


