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As I wri te 
this column it 
is the day after 
your Federation 
sponsored our 
H o l o c a u s t 
Remembrance 
D a y,  w h i c h 
was  he ld  a t 
Kesher  Z ion 
Synagogue. I want to thank 
Kesher Zion Synagogue for 
hosting this event, as well as 
thank Dr. Minna Bromberg for 
her spiritual leadership. Tammy 
Mitgang did an excellent job 
of facilitating the afternoon’s 
session. My thanks also go to Dan 
Tannenbaum, coordinator of the 
Holocaust Library and Resource 
Center, a partnership between the 
Federation and Albright College. 

I also want to thank Hilde 
Gernsheimer, Ellen Azrael and 
Larry Rotenberg for sharing their 
personal stories. Each story had its 
own sense of sadness, fear and (at 
times) renewed hope and resolve. 
Still, it was difficult to listen to and 
comprehend their stories. If anyone 
has any doubt about the Jewish 
people’s will to survive, one only 
needs to study the Holocaust.   

Although one can study the 
events leading up the Holocaust and 
try to put these events into historical 

and political context, nothing can 
mask the darkest side of human 
behavior.Could one view our ability 
and responsibility to “never forget” as 
an obligation? I think so. No matter 
how hard it is to recall the horrific 
events of the Holocaust, those who 
survived, and the generations that 
followed, have to remember and 
continue to put the events of the 
Holocaust into modern-day context. 
Survivors need to continue to talk 
about their experiences and educate 
Jews and non-Jews alike.

Jews around the world continue to 
be victims of anti-Semitism. In addition, 
Israel faces new and existing enemies. 
However, with each passing year we 
are losing our Holocaust survivors and 
their families, along with the valuable 
stories and memories they have to 
pass to future generations. Venues 
such as the United States Memorial 
Holocaust Museum, the Holocaust 
Center at Albright, the Anne Frank 
House in Amsterdam, and the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust memorial in Israel 
serve as valuable educational and 
historical repositories.

All of us have a responsibility to 
“never forget” and to stand up for our 
rights and beliefs as Jews. We must 
continue to educate those who do 
not believe in the Holocaust or who 
attempt to twist the truth of what actually 
happened. Again, a special thank you 
to Hilde, Ellen and Larry for sharing their 
thoughts and memories with us.  
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This year’s Richard J. Yashek 
lecture will be held Thursday, May 
6, at 8 p.m. in Memorial Chapel at 
Albright College. The speaker will be 
Richard J. Golsan, Ph.D., a professor 
of French at Texas A&M University. 
He is the author or editor of more 
than a dozen books. He has been a 
visiting professor at the Sorbonne in 
Paris, where he taught courses on the 
memory of World War II in postwar 
French literature and culture. 

For more than three decades 
France has been preoccupied with 
traumatic moments and events of 
its recent past. But have national 

efforts to better understand these 
terrible events actually accomplished 
their aims? Or have they actually 
distorted historical understanding 
and challenged the notion of the 
uniqueness of the Holocaust as well as 
the terrible singularity of the fate of its 
victims? This lecture will explore these 
issues through a discussion of recent 
works of literature and film as well as 
the 1990’s trials of French citizens on 
charges of crimes against humanity for 
complicity in the Final Solution.

The lecture is held in memory of 
Richard J. Yashek, a Holocaust survivor 
and longtime Berks County  resident.

Yashek lecture to focus on France

Esther Bratt Larry Rotenberg with grandchildren Talya and Eli
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Summer sunshine is meant 
to bring a welcomed respite from 
a year of hard work and stress. 
But for children from poor and 
dysfunctional homes, summer is a 
particularly threatening time.

“Two out of five Israeli children 
come from impoverished homes,” 
explained Goldie Sternbuch, 
Director of Overseas Relations 
for Meir Panim. “Many of these 
children not only suffer from 
hunger but also from neglect and 
abuse.”

Meir Panim, Israel’s premiere 
charity organization, works to 
combat poverty not just during 
holidays but year-round.

“It is especially important, 
during the summer months when 
children have so much free time 
on their hands, that we provide 
a safe and productive outlet for 

kids whose homes have many 
challenges,” continued Sternbuch.

Due to budget cuts, Israel’s 
Education Ministry is operating 
camps this summer only for 
children in first and second grades. 
This is placing extreme pressure 
on Israel’s working poor, who 
cannot even provide for the basic 
necessities of their families and 
certainly cannot afford child care 
during Israel’s long summer break.

Recognizing that children need 
a safety net from poverty and 
abuse, Meir Panim is partnering 
with local municipalities and social 
workers and working to gather 
funds from generous donors in 
Israel and abroad to establish 
summer programs for Israeli 
children from disadvantaged 
homes. Participants are only 
required to pay a nominal fee of 

$25 to cover the cost of insurance.
“The Meir Panim summer 

programs are managed by Meir 
Panim volunteers. In addition, there 
are soldier mentors who fulfill their 
Israeli national service through 
volunteering,” said Sternbuch 
to Breaking Israel News. “Our 
cooperative efforts have created 
a life preserver for hundreds of 
children to be safe and productive 
for the one-month duration of our 
programs, and to experience quality 
mentors who teach discipline and 
give lots of love.”

Meir Panim annually distributes 
100,000 hot, nourishing lunches to 
children. Kids who participate in 
their summer activities are given 
breakfast, lunch and snacks. “We 
do not only feed their hungry 
stomachs,” Sternbuch said, “We 
also fill their souls with loving 

care, provide a safe haven from 
difficult home situations, and give 
them quality programming to build 
lifelong skills.”

Participants receive swimming 
lessons, learn cooperation through 
team sports, gain study skills 
through educational games, are 
enriched through arts and crafts, 
music and dancing classes and 
more.

“The only difference between 
Meir Panim summer programs 
and other programs is the cost to 
struggling families – and perhaps 
the knowledge that Meir Panim 
is helping to build a better future 
for at-risk youth,” Sternbuch 
concluded.

Meir Panim is supported 
with local funds from the Jewish 
Federation of Reading’s Israel 
Now campaign.
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1100 Berkshire Boulevard
It’s been an incredible year. Hope you’ve been here!

It is hard to believe that a year has gone by since we relocated to the Jewish Cultural Center at 1100 Berkshire 
Boulevard in Wyomissing. If you haven’t been here, we hope to see you in the very near future. For those of you who 

use the Center regularly or from ‘time to time’, we always appreciate your visits and encourage your feedback. 
And, thank you all for your support throughout the year!

Paul D. Cohn, President, Jewish Federation of Reading     Cindy Balchunas, Chair, Jewish Cultural Center Committee
Tammy K. Mitgang, Executive Director, Jewish Federation of  Reading/Jewish Cultural Center

By Paul D. Cohn
Federation president

T h e  2 0 1 0  J e w i s h 
Federation Jewish Annual 
Campaign is under way.  
This campaign is  the 
Federation’s major source 
of funding, and it helps 
support the many important 
programs and services that 
help Jews in our community and abroad. Most 
of you are not new to the Campaign, and are 
accustomed to why this is such an important 
part of your Federation. Others may be new 
to our community. Here are a few points that I 
would like you to consider:

• Jewish Family Services — JFS now 
serves all age groups and is dedicated to 
maintaining and strengthening the quality 
of individual and family life in the Jewish 
community. JFS runs a monthly food pantry 
open to both the Jewish and non-Jewish 
communities, helping all to meet their dietary 
needs. Did you know JFS coordinates 
transportation for the elderly and infirmed and 
provides counseling to members of our Jewish 
community? In addition, JFS provides an 
outreach program and acts as a clearinghouse 
for other agencies in our area. As economic 
conditions have worsened, JFS has seen an 
increase in people looking for help.  

• Lakin Early Education Center – JCC’s 
preschool and kindergarten have a long history 
of providing quality education in a nurturing, 
positive environment. Many generations of Berks 

County Jews have gone to the JCC’s preschool 
for its excellent learning curriculum.Many times 
the preschool is a gateway for Jewish families in 
Berks County, where they can meet and make 
friends with other Jewish families. In addition, 
since the school is open to everyone, it provides 
a diversity experience at an early age.

• Cultural Programs and Services — The 
Federation provides many interesting and 
requested programs and services.Lectures, 
films, discussion groups, and holiday events are 
just a few examples. In addition, the Federation 
allocates funds to local synagogues to help 
with their programs.  We offer programs and 
services that bring our community together.

• Israel and Jews around the world 
— Federation has a long and rich history of 
helping Israel. Although our world is rapidly 
changing, Israel is still a young country, and 
unfortunately, some groups and countries 
do not recognize Israel’s right to peaceful 
coexistence. Given its challenges, Jews 
throughout the world help Israel with funding 
and resources so she can remain strong and 
vibrant. Our funding also helps Jews in other 
countries who want to move to Israel, or who 
have serious needs in their own country.  

As I mentioned above, the funds raised by 
the Campaign represent the largest portion of 
the Federation’s budget. Last year you helped 
contribute $600,000 to the Campaign. A few 
years ago, our Campaign was over $1 million. 
So you can see that our annual campaign is 
more important than ever. The Federation has 
taken steps to help reduce our expenses and 

to look at all expenditures, making sure that we 
are being good stewards of your contributions.  
We are making progress in all areas of your 
Federation. We are now in a position to focus 
on those programs and services that our 
community wants and needs. 

However the bottom line is that we are 
asking for, and need your help. And guess 
what? People do need a free meal every so 
often. Seniors do enjoy the company and 
friendship that our services provide. Parents 
are relieved as they drop their preschooler 
off at our school, knowing that their child is in 
excellent hands. Jews in Israel and around the 
world are grateful for the funding we supply.  

Making a pledge to the Campaign is more 
than the money, at least it should be. It should 
be your way of saying that you believe in and 
support our local Jewish community. It should 
be your way of saying that you want to help 
Jews around the world. It should be your way 
of saying that you have resources to help others 
who are less fortunate, and at times destitute. 
It should be your way to say you care.  

For everyone who has already pledged, I 
say “thank you.”  For those of you who are still 
waiting to pledge, I am asking for your help.  
Please pledge now. As you have previously 
heard me say, Jews have a rich tradition of 
leading by example. All of us, no matter how 
large or small the contribution, have a chance 
to become leaders. It all adds up. All of us can 
change the world for the better. 

Free lunch…I don’t think so. It is worth its 
weight in gold.  

There is no free lunch — or is there?
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Meir Panim offers structured summer activities for at-risk youth

Event to focus on recognizing, responding 
to bias about Jews, Judaism and Israel

By Bill Franklin
Too often we read of the rise 

of anti-Semitism in Europe and 
parts of the U.S. Unfortunately, 
our Reading community is also 
subject to overt and subtle anti-
Jewish biases, as evidenced by 
several incidents in our local high 
schools this year.

To better prepare our high 
school students to identify and 
respond appropriately when they 
encounter prejudicial statements 
and acts here and when they 

leave for college, the first day 
of JCHS classes Aug. 28 at 
5:30 p.m. will feature a dynamic 
workshop, “Recognizing and 
Responding to Bias about Jews, 
Judaism, and Israel,” presented by 
Jacqueline Regev of the Institute 
of Curriculum Services.

The program will last two 
hours. Resource materials will be 
provided and a light dinner served.

The Institute for Curriculum 
Services-National Resource 
Center for Accurate Jewish 

Content in Schools was launched 
in 2005 and is a special nonprofit 
national project of the Jewish 
Community Relations Council 
of the San Francisco Bay Area 
and the Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs. Supported by direct grants 
and donations, ICS is dedicated to 
promoting accurate instructional 
materials and instruction on Jews, 
Judaism, and Israel for American 
K-12 students.

JCHS students, all members 
of our Jewish teen community 

and their parents are invited to 
attend as Ms. Regev facilitates an 
interactive workshop highlighting 
common forms of bias seen in high 
school classrooms and providing 
constructive solutions to engage 
teachers and administrators if 
problems occur.

Please join us to build a support 
system that gives our youth the 
necessary tools to recognize and 
respond to biased statements and 
untruths on  Sunday, Aug. 28 from 
5:30 to 7:30.

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Reading-area families raising Jewish 

children will have more opportunities to 
participate in Jewish life thanks to a grant 
recently awarded by the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation.The organization created PJ 
Library, which offers free Jewish books and 
programs to families around the globe.

Jewish Federation of Reading received 
a $6,000 grant to create Shabbat B’yachad 
(Shabbat Together). In the program,  engaged 
PJ Library/PJ Our Way families will host three 
to four less-engaged families for catered, 
kosher Shabbat dinners in their homes every 
other month. The goal of Shabbat B’yachad 
is to help create personal connections 
amongst families raising Jewish children 
beyond traditional programming at the JCC 
or synagogues. 

Reading’s Shabbat B’yachad was one of 
16 winning grant proposals chosen through 
a competitive process open to organizations 
implementing PJ Library across North America. 

The winning initiatives effectively build social 
connections among families and engage them 
in Jewish life, programming or learning. 

“With the support of the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation, the Jewish Federation of Reading 
is excited about the opportunity to strengthen 
and build our community’s future by enhancing 
the engagement of our NextGen with several 
Shabbat dinner groups hosted regularly in 
community members’ homes,” said Federation 
President William Franklin.

“PJ Library’s impact goes well beyond 
the more than 150,000 books we send out 
each month across the continent,” said Judi 
Wisch, Director of Community Engagement 
for PJ Library. “We have worked closely with 
our local partners for years to help advance 

Jewish family engagement, and now we are 
able to add financial support to help ensure 
the success of great initiatives.”

Part of a five-year strategy to expand 
Jewish engagement in North America, these 
grants are funded through the PJ Library 
Alliance. Partners in the Alliance are the 
William Davidson Foundation; the Jim Joseph 
Foundation; the William and Audrey Farber 
Philanthropic Fund; Diane & Guildford Glazer / 
Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles; 
the Howard and Geraldine Polinger Family 
Foundation; the Susser Family Trust; Walter, 
Arnee, Sarah and Aaron Winshall; and two 
anonymous partners.

Planning for Shabbat B’yachad is underway 
with specifics being finalized this summer. The 
first event will take place in late August or early 
September.

If you are interested in joining this new 
group or learning more about Shabbat 
B’yachad, please contact Amanda Hornberger 
at amandah@jfreading.org or 610-921-0624.

New Shabbat B’yachad program begins this fall
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By William D. Franklin
President

A l though  Rosh 
Hashanah is three 
m o n t h s  a w a y , 
Federation planning 
for next year is well 
underway. We are 
excited to have lined 
up Ambassador Dennis 
Ross to speak at our 
Leadership dinner and to the Jewish and 
larger Reading community on Sunday, 
Sept. 25. The Leo Camp lecture series will 

feature Dr. Clive Lipchin on Oct. 20. He is 
the director of the Arava Institute’s Center 
for Transboundary Water Management 
and will  be  speaking on “From Scarcity 
to Abundance — Israel’s Experience with 
Water Management.”  Later in the year, 
on March 7, the Yashek lecturer will be  
Director Mark Weitzman, head  of the Task 
Force Against Hate and Terrorism at the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center, who will share 
his experience on “Holocaust denial and 
distortion and current anti-Semitism.”

Other events in the works include a 
Purim costume party, a Jewish comedy 

night and more programs for our growing 
Chevra group. We are exploring the 
expansion of babysitting services so 
more of our NextGen community can 
attend these exciting programs. Our 
PJ Library distributes Jewish children’s 
books to over 80 community youngsters, 
and our Friendship Circle continues 
to attract 20-30 seniors for lunch and 
entertainment on a weekly basis. Some 
of those seniors are keystone members 
of our Jewish Community High School’s 
‘Better Together’ Program, where they 
study and learn with our Jewish teens  
under the guidance of Rabbi Lerner. To 
start the Jewish High School year, we 
have scheduled a special workshop, 
“Recognizing and Responding to Bias 
about Jews, Judaism, and Israel.”.In 
addition, we were recently awarded a 
grant to organize and support several 
multi-family Shabbat dinners  throughout 

the year. Kol HaKavod to our staff for this 
and many other accomplishments. 

On a personal level, I have three 
primary goals for next year:

First, I want to strengthen connection 
to all age groups, intermarried and 
unaffiliated through new programs and 
approaches.

Second, I  hope to strengthen 
understanding and support for Israel in 
our Jewish and non-Jewish communities. 

And last, strengthen inter-community 
relations through collaboration and 
friendship.

This and more cannot be done in a 
vacuum. We will be conducting focus groups 
to get your valuable input and will also be 
canvassing you to determine the level of 
interest in missions to Israel and Cuba.

Your continued financial support is 
important but so is your guidance.

Thank you.

Among the  115 graduates  a t 
Yemin Orde Youth Vi l lage’s high 
school are 16 teens from France who 
fled to Israel following a dramatic 
rise in anti-Semitism and violence 
against Jews. Some of these youth 
lived in financially-challenged single 
parent households, and others had 
language, economic and educational 
difficulties when they arrived in Israel. 
Some of them arrived in Israel without 
their families. For the most part, they 
were fearful, displaced and under-
educated, with many lacking basic 
Hebrew language skills.

Thanks to the support and care of 
the Village’s staff and professionals 
and Yemin Orde’s acclaimed Village 
Way educational methodology, these 
French-Jewish youth have shed their 
past fears and uncertainty. Today, 
their future is bright and they stand 
proud and confident as citizens of 
Israel.

N i n e  o f  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  w i l l 
participate in one of Israel’s gap 
year leadership programs (Mechina in 
Hebrew). The other seven graduates 
will go directly into Israel’s military or 
national service.

There are a total of 440 at-risk 
immigrant  youth at  Yemin Orde; 
115 are French youth of Moroccan, 
Algerian or Tunisian descent. For the 
most part, they had lived in the French 
cities of Paris, Bordeaux, Marseilles, 
Nice and Toulouse. The Vil lage’s 
other youth are from Ethiopia, Former 
Soviet Union, Brazil and Israel. Most 
of the teens at the Village suffered 
trauma in their lives. At Yemin Orde, 
they find a safe haven, an excellent 
education and a forever home.

A c l imate of  ant i -Semit ism in 
France has sparked a mass movement 
of French Jews to Israel. According 
to Israeli government figures, 7,469 
French immigrants  made a l iyah 
(moved to Israel )  in  2015.  That 
number is up from 6,658 in 2014 
and 3,263 in 2013. A decade ago, 
the number was 2,948. For the past 
two years, the French have been the 
largest immigrant group arriving in 
Israel.

Aharon Cohen, 18, is among the 
group of French Jewish teens who 
recently graduated from Yemin Orde’s 
high school. He moved to Israel with 
his parents a few years before coming 
to Yemin Orde. Aharon said his family 

fled France because of rising anti-
Semitism and the “dream to live in 
Jerusalem.”

A h a r o n  r e c a l l e d  a  d i f f i c u l t 
adjustment per iod when he f i rs t 
moved to Israel, and later at the 
Village. “I felt isolated and missed the 
atmosphere of the big city that I was 
used to in France. But, everyone at 
Yemin Orde supported me and taught 
me the importance of studying hard – 
for my own benefit and for my future.”

Aharon wil l  now attend one of 
Israel’s gap year leadership programs 
to continue his studies and strengthen 
important life skills before serving in 
Israel’s military. “I feel a great sense of 
pride and satisfaction after graduating 
from Yemin Orde. I know I have made 
friends for life,” Aharon said. “I have 
learned to take responsibi l i ty for 
myself and for my future.”

Ye m i n  O r d e  i s  w e l l - k n o w n 
throughout Israel in helping immigrant 
children adjust to a new life in their 
new home. The Village’s dedicated 
staff and educators, plus its successful 
educational methodology, the Village 
Way, ensure that fragile youth receive 
the support and life skills they need to 
adapt to their environment.

Yemin Orde staff has worked hard 
to ease the transition for the French 
youth at the Vil lage. The Vil lage 
provided an intensive Hebrew program 
and extra academic support when 
needed. Throughout the year, the 
teens participated in extracurricular 
activities such as the choir, art and 
sports programs.

Today,  the  Vi l l age ’s  F rench-
speak ing  you th  hos t  a  “F rench 
Day” which includes exhibits about 
important French and North African 
Jews, a play about aliyah from France 
and presentations of French food. 
Yemin Orde will continue to provide 
assistance to our French graduates 
as well as all graduates who require 
additional support, and will continue 
to help teens who struggle wi th 
integration into Israeli society and 
culture.

Yemin Orde Youth Vil lage and 
Village Way Educational Initiatives 
(YOEI) Yemin Orde Youth Village is 
located in the Carmel Forest region 
of northern Israel, just outside Haifa. 

The program is supported with local 
funds from the Jewish Federation of 
Reading’s Israel Now campaign.

Teens who fled France
see bright future in Israel

By Amanda J. Hornberger
The Jewish Federation of Reading 

invites you to listen and learn from some 
of the world’s most fascinating people 
at our 92nd St Y DVD programs. Enjoy 
these compelling and thought-provoking 
interactive discussions without leaving 
Berks County!

Our fall program starts off Aug. 22 
with a showing of World Politics with 
Ralph Buultjens: Israel and its Neighbors. 
This DVD program from April 2016 will 
discuss the major events affecting Israel 

and the Middle East. Join us at 2 p.m. on 
Monday, Aug. 22 at The Highlands Cultural 
Center Side B (2000 Cambridge Ave. 
Wyomissing). 

The fall 92nd St. Y DVD program 
will continue at The Highlands Cultural 
Center Side B at 2 p.m. on the following 
Mondays: Sept. 19, Nov. 21 and Dec. 19. 
Specific programs will be announced at 
a later date.

All events are FREE and open to the 
community. We hope to see you this fall 
at these fascinating 92nd St. Y programs! 

There’s No Telling How Far Our  
Wellness-Focused Lifestyle Will Take You...

A member of Reading Health System

610-775-2300 • www.thehighlands.org
2000 Cambridge Ave • Wyomissing, PA 19610

Schedule a personal visit 
today to see how

Highlands’ residents live 
well … and stay well.

Your journey to wellness starts at The Highlands. Residents don’t just 
live well, they thrive because we offer numerous fitness classes, nutritious 
menu offerings, stimulating educational programs and a lifestyle that 
empowers them to actively engage in their own well-being. Each day 
residents enjoy endless opportunities to make better lifestyle choices.

From the President’s Desk

Get ready for an exciting, productive coming year

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Learn about Noah’s Ark at this 

fun PJ Library program! Join us at 
the Wyomissing Public Library (9 
Reading Blvd. Wyomissing) at 6 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Aug. 3.

All are welcome so please bring 
your friends!

P l e a s e  R S V P  t o  A m a n d a 
(amandah@jfreading.org or 610-

921-0624) by Aug. 1 so we are able 
to plan appropriately for crafts and 
snacks.

Wa n t  t o  s i g n  y o u r  c h i l d  o r 
grandch i ld  up fo r  FREE Jewish 
themed books each month? Please 
c o n t a c t  A m a n d a  ( a m a n d a h @
jfreading.org) or visit www.pjlibrary.
org to sign up today for this great 
opportunity.!

PJ Library event to be held 
at Wyomissing Public Library
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By Haia Mazuz
Federation Chair

Our community 
has had great fortune 
with the chairpeople of 
Jewish Federation of 
Reading (JFR).  Each 
one’s tenure was 
marked by passionate 
service and resoundingly positive results. 
As I assume the mantle — and don the 
hat — I must tip it to our most recent 
leader, Larry Rotenberg. Many thanks, 
Larry, for serving JFR. For two years, 
you’ve listened and weighed in at 
meetings, communicated via this column, 
and regaled us with wisdom, information 
and humor. It is a challenging act to follow 
and a great honor to have been elected 
your successor.

Rising to the challenge
As I put on that hat, I envision a 

chef’s toque. Why? Because it plays to 
my greatest strength and is a metaphor 
for the way I live my life. It’s a metaphor 
I want to make real for JFR. 

As a Jewish mom, I love to feed 

family, friends and even strangers. In that 
realm, I am creative, eclectic, audacious 
and above all recognize great ideas. 
While I can make a great meal out of 
whatever I find in the refrigerator and 
kitchen (my youngest son Daniel finds 
that impressive), I relish discovering new 
ingredients.

Taking inventory of our pantry 
I find it stocked with riches. In the 

June 2016 issue, Richard Nassau 
named a number of new groups and 
programs. Among them are these 
exciting developments: the Jewish 
Community High School and its Better 
Together seniors connection program; 
PJ Our Way (extension of PJ Library), 
Maimonides Society, Chevra, and  Life 
and Legacy. In addition the Grinspoon 
Foundation has awarded us a grant for a 
new initiative, Shabbos Group (Shabbat 
dinners for families at individual homes). 
We have the funds, and now we’ll work 
on using them to that end.

Manning the stations
We have a wonderful staff. They 

do a great job providing services, 

putt ing together new and var ied 
programs, applying for grants to fund 
new activities, raising awareness, 
raising funds and providing all the 
technical assistance needed to carry 
things to fruition. I greatly appreciate 
work ing wi th  them as I  prepare 
for  my new role.  You know who 
they are. I look forward to working 
with our Sari Incledon and Carole 
Robinson to continue the important 
work of JFS, with Amanda Hornberger 
creating new programs to meet our 
community’s needs and interests; 
Fame Brubaker in accounting; Brenda 
Seidel, our administrative assistant; 
our Development  Director Richard 
Nassau; and President Bill Franklin.

Volunteers are vital to our existence, 
and I will speak about them once all 
committees are finalized. They are 
indispensable to our mission.

Our collective fingers in the pie 
We have so many wonder fu l 

ingredients to work with — many that are 
familiar to us as well as new ones waiting 
to be unearthed. Won’t you all join me 

in fine-tuning current menus, dreaming 
up fabulous new ones, salivating over 
them in anticipation, and  getting to work 
cooking! 

In a nutshell…
All we need can be found within this 

wonderful Jewish Community. Now, let’s 
go forage.

***
Unique  K ickof f  Event  w i th 

something for everyone: Please 
come to a gathering on Sunday, Sept. 
24, at the Doubletree. Dennis Ross, 
Mideast adviser to several presidents, 
will speak about the relationship Israel 
has had with presidents from Truman 
to Obama. It is the subject of his book 
“Doomed to Succeed” (a few copies will 
be available for sale at the Federation 
office).

Everyone will have the opportunity to 
listen and ask questions. 

P.S. — Although we try, we don’t 
always please everyone’s palate. We 
want to know what you love and what you 
hate. Looking forward to hearing from 
you at mazuzorchim@aol.com.
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A jo in t  miss ion composed of 
community members from the Reading 
area and the Lehigh Valley will leave for 
Israel Oct. 21.

For the Reading community, it is the 
first  mission   the  Federation   has   led   in  
more than 15 years. A goal of Federation 
President Tammy Mitgang and Federation 
leadership, the Reading mission is co-

chaired by Michael and Susan Fromm and 
Victor and Dena Hammel. In addition to 
Mitgang, Jayne Kleinman, Cultural Center 
program director and Mark Goldstein, 
Executive Director of Jewish Federation of 
the Lehigh Valley will staff the mission.

Rabb i  Br ian  Miche lson  f rom 
Congregation Oheb Sholom and Rabbi 
Yosef Lipsker, Chabad-Lubavitch of 

Berks County will be joining the group 
on the mission. 

The Reading Jewish community has 
benefited  from  teaming  with  the  seasoned  
mission-goers from the Allentown area 
and Lehigh Valley Federation’s “well-
oiled” mission process.

“Mark Goldstein and his staff have 
created over the years a network of 
resources and processes that have 
benefited   our   community  —   newbies,  
if you will, when it comes to mission 
planning. And, we are neighbors. The 
mission project is just the start of future 
joint efforts,” Mitgang said. 

There are many details that need 
to be addressed when moving a group 
of more than 50 people across Israel. 
Jewish Federation of North America’s 
Missions Department and its staff in 
Israel along with Kenes Tours will further 
ensure that each and every day of the 
mission is maximized.

Federation missions are travel 
experiences unlike any other. Along 
with visits to historic and sacred sites, 
museums and popular tourist destinations, 
Federation missions provide exclusive, 
insider access to residents, community 
leaders, area experts, and political 
personalities and provide a sense of 

purpose and heightened appreciation 
and connection to Jewish identity. 

Mission participants will visit Reading’s 
Israel   Now   projects  —   two   important  
humanitarian efforts that both save 
and  change  lives  —  Yemin  Orde  Youth  
Village in the Carmel Mountains and Meir 
Panim’s new nutrition center in Kiryat 
Gat, where the community will dedicate 
the kitchen that was made possible 
thanks to the Reading community’s 
funding efforts.

The dedication will be a big thank you 
to our community and a proud moment. 
With   two   out   of   every   five   children   in  
Israel living below the poverty line, 
Meir Panim’s network of soup kitchens, 
restaurants and feeding centers, ensure 
warm, nutritious meals for thousands of 
children and families every day.

At Yemin Orde, the group is anxious to 
see  firsthand  the  progress  that  has  been  
made  at   the   village   since   the  wildfires  
devastated it in 2010.

The group is honored that Chaim Peri, 
beloved educator and director of Yemin 
Orde for 30 years, will personally be hosting 
the group during a tour and lunch.

Young people from the village will join 
the group for the tour and share their 
experiences. 

By Alvin Katz
Chairman

I want to take this 
time to wish all of you a 
very Happy and Sweet 
New Year.

As we enter into the 
New Year, we reflect 
on what  we have 
accomplished this past 
year and what challenges lie ahead for us 
in the coming year. Your Federation has 
provided many interesting programs and 
speakers this past year. We have attended 
to those less fortunate, maintained our state 
certified  Nursery  School.  We  completed  
a very successful Gratz College program 
for our teenagers and a wonderful senior 
program. Our Jewish Family Service has 
again done a wonderful job helping those 

in need. Providing food, assistance with 
expenses and many other aspects of getting 
those less fortunate back on their feet. 
Our  finance  committee  has  been  working  
overtime ensuring that our funds are well 
cared and accounted for. I also want to 
recognize Tammy Mitgang and her entire 
Federation/JCC staff who work tirelessly 
for you. 

As we enter the New Year, I am happy to 
announce that we have a Mission to Israel 
this month in conjunction with the Allentown 
Federation. With the numbers participating, 
this should be a very worthwhile Mission. 
They will be visiting many sites and meeting 
with some well-known names in Israel 
politics and military. I feel certain that many 
if not all of them will return with a better 
understanding of Israel and its position in 
the world and the Middle East. They will 

visit, among other sites, Yemin Orde, and 
Meir Panim, which we support through 
your contributions. Yemin Orde is a youth 
village in the Carmel mountains near Haifa 
which caters to youth in need, providing 
them with shelter, emotional support and 
an excellent education. Meir Panim is, for 
the lack of a better description, similar to 
what we would call a soup kitchen but with 
a different concept. Here those in need can 
get hot meals that are SERVED to them, not 
cafeteria style as here in the States,  so that 
they don’t feel like they are getting  a handout. 
In addition, Meir Panim serves thousands 
of hot meals to schoolchildren throughout 
Israel and maintains a Goodwill-like facility 
to help furnish clothing and furniture to those 
in need. For both of these organizations and 
Jews throughout the world who receive your 
support, I thank you. 

By Tammy K. Mitgang
President

Alma Lakin would be 
the   first   to   pooh-pooh  
any notion that she 
was amazing, special 
or that she inspired the 
extraordinary in others. 
Petite, big hearted and 
deliberate, time spent 
with Alma was never 
about her.

She  cared  about  others  —  strangers,  
family and friends. And she worked to 
improve   the  world  —  here  at  home,   in  
Israel and around the world. When you 
were with Alma, it was all about you, it 
was you who were front and center and 
made to feel special.   

Alma believed that we are responsible 
for each other according to the principles 
of chesed (caring and compassion), 
Torah (Jewish learning), tikkun olam 
(repairing the word) and tzedakah (social 
justice). And her life was an embodiment 
of those principles.

She believed in the bold collective 
of Federation and knew that together 
we   could  mobilize   financial   and   social  
resources that could rescue Jews, 
strengthen the Jewish people and 
literally, change the world.

The ongoing turbulence in the Middle 

East troubled her, and she knew that 
life  for  Israel  —  though  it  is  a  first-world  
economy  like  the  USA,  was  difficult  and  
complicated. 

When I interviewed her for a video 
that recognized her and her husband, 
Ed’s community service and the 
establishment of the Holocaust Library 
and Resource Center at Albright College, 
she did not talk about her efforts to raise 
money and resettle Soviet Jews in our 
community. Instead, she spoke of how 
thrilled she was to meet with Natan and 
Avital  Sharanksy  —   refuseniks  who  at  
extraordinary  personal  risk  and  sacrifice  
helped to spark and later ignite a global 
movement to free Soviet Jewry. Between 
1990 and 1997, Federation’s Operation 
Exodus campaign nationally raised $1 
billion to rapidly rescue and resettle more 
than one million Soviet Jews in Israel and 
North America. PS – Alma marched with 
others in our community on the National 
Mall in Washington during one of the 
largest marches in American history. That 
rally would become a turning point in this 
movement. 

She spoke about the unity of the 
Jewish world that resulted in the 
Operation Solomon rescue mission that 
took place in May 1991. The state of 
Israel, together with Jewish Federation 
of North America’s major partners on the 

ground  in  Ethiopia  —  the  Jewish  Agency  
for Israel and the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution  Committee  (JDC)  —  feared  
for the Ethiopian Jewish community’s 
safety when rebel forces threatened 
to overrun Mengistu Haile-Mariam’s 
Commmunist government.

What followed was one of the most 
dramatic rescue operations in Israel’s 
history. Over 34 hours and four minutes, 
34 Israeli cargo and passenger planes 
worked around the clock, airlifting 14,310 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel from Addis 
Ababa. Alma would have beamed having 
heard MK Sholomo Molla’s incredible life 
story that he credits to the work of the 
Federation system that saved his life. 
(see page 5)

Alma shared her excitement and pride 
that helped to raise nearly $1 million 
locally toward the capital campaign that 
would build the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, America’s 
national institution for the documentation, 
study and interpretation of Holocaust 
history.  She  reflected  on  the  mixture  of  
raindrops and tears that fell the night of 
its dedication as she, Ed and others from 
our community donned their construction 
hats and toured the vast and important 
structure.

At home in Berks County, the JCC’s 
Lakin Early Education Center preschool 

bears  their  name,  and  as  the  first  female  
President of the Jewish Federation of 
Reading, she and Dan Tannenbaum, 
an executive director of the Federation, 
brokered a partnership with her alma 
mater, Albright College, that would 
establish the Holocaust Library and 
Resource Center on the campus.

Being Alma meant tireless service 
and  no   fanfare  —  certainly  no  pictures  
if she was expected to be in them. 
Accolades were not her style; but she 
was   not  without   opinion  —   thoughtful  
and at times, determined. But, no matter 
what she put her efforts behind, you could 
be sure that she was right by your side, 
working hand in hand with you and others 
to do great things.  

Alma considered herself privileged 
to have enjoyed so much of life. One of 
her favorite memories was crossing over 
into Jordan when the borders with Israel 
were reopened. “To think, she would 
reminisce; “that we along with other 
Federation mission-goers, met with King 
Hussein. Ed and I were so fortunate.”

Her family was her heart. She 
cons idered a  bet te r  wor ld ,  her 
responsibility  and  life  —  a  special  reward.  
I think those of us who knew Alma were 
the truly the fortunate ones.

Alma Lakin passed away Aug. 27 at 
the age of 82.

From the President’s Desk

Being Alma
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Looking forward to a great New Year

Federation mission to Israel begins Oct. 21

DON’T MISS OUT
Be sure to pick up the October 

Berks County Living

magazine featuring a special 
supplement produced by the 

Jewish Federation of Reading.
 

Special thanks to Campaign 
Co-Chairs Howard & Victoria 

Hafetz for spearheading the 
project, which raised $19,200 for 
Federation! See Page 7 for a list 

of advertisers and patrons.

Look for it at local retailers and 
libraries and at the Berks Encore 
Senior Expo Oct. 23 at BodyZone.

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Due to the popularity of our Spring 

Seniors & Technology classes we are 
starting Tech Tuesdays at the JCC! This 
series will again be taught by millennials 
who are experts on how to use the latest 
technologies, but this time the classes 
are open to ALL ages and skill levels.

Classes will be held on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of August and September. 
After a break for the holidays in October 
a new set of classes and topics will run 
in November and December. 

Each class we will cover a different 
technology with hands on experiences 
and handouts with instructions to take 
home. The classes will be an hour 
long and there will be plenty of time for 
questions and answers! If you have your 
own device please feel free to bring it but 
the class is also open to anyone who 
does not have the technology and would 
like to learn. You can attend just one class 
or the entire series.

The JCC is offering the classes for 
free but we are requiring RSVPs so that 

we can prepare materials ahead of time. 
Please RSVP to Brenda at brendas@
jfreading.org or 610-921-0624 by the 
day before the class. Please specify if 
you are attending the entire series or 
just one class. A list of classes and topics 
are below.

Aug. 9 at 3 p.m. — iPhone Com-
munication (Contacts, calling, texting and 
Facetime) 

Aug. 23 at 3 p.m. — Pictures: Taking 
photos on your devices and storage 
options

Sept. 13 at 3 p.m. — Email
Sept. 27 at 3 p.m. — Accessing 

e-books from the Reading Public Library 
(Please bring your library card with to 
this class!)

Questions? Please contact Amanda 
at amandah@jfreading.org or 610-921-
0624 ALL ARE WELCOME!

Special thanks to Abby Goldberg and 
Tristan Haas for volunteering to teach our 
first three classes and Jennifer Bressler 
from the Reading Public Library for 
teaching the e-book class.

Tech Tuesdays are about to begin at the JCC

Shalom and Shalom

By Richard Nassau
Development Director

As our community 
grows and changes, 
F e d e r a t i o n 
responds. We may 
r e s p o n d  w i t h  a 
new program or we 
may f ine- tune an 
ex is t ing  one .  We 
do this because we listen to you. 
We listen to you and to the needs 
in our community. This allows us 
to  cont inue bu i ld ing the Jewish 
community we want. The result is a 
community that reflects us. You can 
also see this in the ongoing impact 
we have as a community. 

Soon we’ll be in the rhythm of 
a new school year.  So whi le we 
stil l have some summer sunshine 
available, please give some thought 

to the questions below. While you are 
looking through the questions also 
think about the impact you would 
like to have.

F e d e r a t i o n  i s  a  c o m m u n i t y 
charity with a tremendous impact. 
Now consider the impact you can 
have on Federation and the impact 
Federation can have on you. It may 
be your participation in a Federation 
sponsored program; perhaps our 
community Shabbat. Or the impact 
on your children or a neighbor from a 
speaker brought here by Federation. 
Or the help received by a friend or 
a relative from one of Federation’s 
Jewish Family Service programs. 
I t  may be a program developed 
because of someone’s suggestion. 
Or it may be a program that meets 
an unfulfilled need identified by you.  

Sometimes Federation is thought 

of as an organization that only raises 
funds. We do much more. We are part 
of a Jewish community that believes 
in tzedakah. This goes beyond “just” 
raising funds. In Hebrew tzedakah 
means  r i gh teousness ,  f a i rness 
or  jus t i ce .  We as  a  commun i ty 
believe charitable giving is not only 
a generous act; it is simply an act of 
justice.

Thank you for giving thought to 
these questions. You can then send 
me your answers in an emai l  — 
richardn@jfreading.org — or call us. 
We promise to listen and respond. 
Thank you. We continue to grow 
as a community because of your 
generosity and your voice. Please 
make sure we hear from you.

• What concerns you the most 
about the challenges the Reading 
Jewish community faces?

• What would you like to do to 
meet these challenges?

• What community organizations, 
projects or issues are of greatest 
value or concern to you?

• How can or does Federation 
reflect your charitable values? 

• Are there any charitable 
causes or needs you would like 
Federation to address?

• What is Federation doing well? 
• What would you like to 

change?
• What would you like to 

accomplish with your giving?
• How can Federation and 

the Jewish community help you 
meet your family, personal, and 
charitable goals?

• Would you like to become more 
involved? How?

• Would you like to volunteer?

Important questions to ponder this summer

•	Locally	Owned	and	Operated
•	Expert	Installation

•	National	Brands	Including	Acorn
•	We	Beat	All	Factory	Direct	Pricing

Stair	Lifts

STAIR	LIFTS	•	RAMPS	•	LIFT	CHAIRS1-800-886-6364

FREE	ESTIMATES

WE	SELL	
ACORN
Best	Pricing

Assist You!Let Us

Call today for a FREE consultation.  
Fully insured and bonded. 

610-796-4737 
www.assuredassistance.com

• Senior Care
• Transportation
• Laundry Services
• Personal Hygiene
• Shopping/Groceries
• And More...
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According to new data released by the 
Anti-Defamation League, the U.S. saw a 
dramatic increase of violent anti-Semitic 
assaults, contributing to almost a 3 
percent rise in the number of anti-Semitic 
incidents during 2015. The ADL reported 
a total of 941 incidents during 2015, up 
from 912 recorded in 2014. 

The largest increase of anti-Semitic 
incidents recorded was at college 
campuses, where reports nearly doubled.

According to the ADL, 90 such anti-
Semitic incidents were reported on 60 
college campuses in 2015, whereas a 
total of only 47 incidents on 43 campuses 
were reported the year prior. 

ADL CEO Jonathan A. Greenblatt 
released the following statement: “We 
are disturbed that violent anti-Semitic 
incidents are rising, and we know that 
for every incident reported, there’s likely 
another that goes unreported. So even 
as the total incidents have remained 

statistically steady from year to year, the 
trend toward anti-Semitic violence is very 
concerning.”

The ADL reported that while anti-
Semitism had declined recently in the 
U.S. overall, reaching its peak in 2006 
with 1,554 incidents reported, the rising 
trend in campus anti-Semitism, violent 
assaults, anonymous online hate-speech, 
and incitement is greatly worrying. 

“The good news is the number of anti-
Semitic incidents overall are much lower 
than we witnessed in the mid-2000s,” said 
Marvin D. Nathan, ADL National Chair.  
“While that decrease is encouraging, 
it is troubling that on average there is 
one anti-Semitic assault reported in this 
country every week, and at least two anti-
Jewish incidents on average every single 
day. These numbers do not even account 
for all of the online harassment we see 
every hour on social media, which is so 
widespread it is difficult to quantify.”

“Online hate is particularly disturbing 
because of the ubiquity of social media 
and its deep penetration into our daily 
lives, plus the anonymity offered by 
certain platforms which facilitates this 

phenomenon,” Greenblatt said. “The issue 
has grown exponentially in recent years 
because the Internet provides racists and 
bigots with an outlet to reach a potential 
audience of millions.”

Anti=Semitic graffiti in Los Angeles

ADL reports dramatic rise in U.S. anti-Semitic assaults in 2015

By Amir Oren
Great Britain’s David Cameron 

showed Israel’s Benjamin Netanyahu 
how a prime minister is supposed to act 
when he puts his prestige on the line 
over his platform’s key issue — Europe 
for Cameron, Iran for Netanyahu — and 
is defeated.

That’s on the personal level, but 
what about the national level? Where is 
Israel’s “Brexit”? Israel boasts of being 
a startup nation but is taking its time 
getting out of the occupied territories — 
the boiling core of the conflict with the 
Arabs. How much more blood, poison 
and money will be spilled until the 
Israexit takes place?

The trend of global and regional 
fusion was halted. The community’s 
responsibility for its members and 
people’s responsibility toward each other 
is weakening. The idea of supranational 
sovereignty is on the wane. The chances 
of a persistent external intervention, 
as opposed to a single decisive blow, 
are slim. The locals are always more 
obstinate, waiting patiently until the 
invaders despair and give up.

The United States does not support 
wars that threaten to throw it into 
bottomless pits. The big stick that U.S. 
administrations are supposed to wield is 
hollow. It fills out only in light of a direct 
attack on America.

Israel exports repulsion from making 
a crucial national decision to determine 
its borders and define its identity. 
Israelis, who are still willing to beget one 
generation after another of settlement 
fodder, aren’t fed up yet. But the part 
of the world that gave credit to the 
reconciliation process with Egypt, 
Jordan and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization is beginning to detach 
itself and leave the Middle Easterners to 
wallow in the sludge they have created 
for themselves.

What strategic significance would 

a weakened European Union — led 
by Germany and France, but minus 
Britain — have in our region? Certainly 
not growing admiration for the settlers’ 
follies. Financially, would the donor 
states have any desire to keep on 
financing an embryonic Palestine that 
never gets born?

It would still somehow be tolerable if 
the Americans were foolish enough to 
believe that the horizon isn’t eternal but 
drawing closer. But the time for illusions 
is over. Israel is risking a head-on clash 
with the next administration because, in 
the balance between partnership and 
rivalry, it is breaking the rules with typical 
Netanyahu-like crudeness.

Beside the pretense of moral and 
ideological superiority, Israel’s leaders 
have always played the strategic card 
— ever since the 1950s and the Soviet 
penetration of the Arab states. Israel was 
portrayed as assisting the U.S. security 
effort no less than being assisted by it. It 

was useful, as long as Israel’s declared 
willingness to exchange territories 
for peace wasn’t exposed as elusive 
dissension when put to the test.

Even worse, Israel was caught in a 
collision with other military needs – ones 
that the United States dared to claim 
for itself.

In 1973, the American war-reserve 
stores in Europe were thinned out 
due to the air shuttle to Israel. While 
correct, this move infuriated the generals 
responsible for the divisions on standby 
alert against the Soviets — in the event 
that World War III erupted following 
the Israel Defense Forces’ advance on 
Cairo.

A similar collision is now taking place 
in the controversy over the extent of 
U.S. assistance to defend Israel from 
missiles. President Barack Obama 
argues that giving this issue excessive 
priority harms other issues in the 
Pentagon’s missile defense budget, 

especially from North Korea. Israel, 
which prioritizes the settlements over 
military needs that it defines as vital, 
selfishly wants to bend the American 
priority order in its favor. Washington 
is balking.

At the F-35 rollout in Fort Worth, 
Texas,  las t  week,  Masada was 
underscored as Israel’s most prominent 
symbol. A dubious choice. Suicidal 
provocation is not an appropriate goal 
for a small, fragile nation that doesn’t 
pay its own expenses.

Only the settlers are prepared to 
continue an eternal war, whether with 
their own blood or courtesy of the 
Israelis who prefer peace to territories. 
Israel cannot swallow the territories, 
but they might swallow it. Israel must 
get out, with an achievable deal, and 
quickly.

Originally published in Haaretz. See 
more news and opinion from Israel at 
haaretz.com.

Time for ‘Israexit’ from occupied territories

 
 

Federation: Did You Know 

Life & Legacy / L'Chaim Society – The L’Chaim 
Society recognizes community members today for their 
future gift to Federation. By creating your Jewish legacy, 
you help ensure a strong Jewish future.  

For information about how a Life & Legacy gift can help you meet your family, personal, 
and charitable goals, contact Federation 610-921-0624.  

 

Holocaust survivor and Nobel 
Laureate Elie Wieslel’s passing is an 
enormous loss to the Jewish people and 
for our world. He was the living moral 
compass of our time. 

Wiesel was perhaps best known for 
his major role in promoting Holocaust 
education, and doing everything he 
could to keep the memory of the 
Shoah alive. His memoir, “Night”, 
based on his experience as a teenager 
in the concentration camps, is a heart 
wrenching document and eternal 
testimony of the darkest times in Jewish 

history.
Wiesel also played a crucial role 

in advocating for intervention in other 
genocides around the world and refused 
to stand idly by. Wiesel played a gigantic 
role in the transformation of both Jewish 
and world consciousness. He told the 
story of the Holocaust, empowered 
survivors to bear witness, and reminded 
the world of its solemn duty to prevent 
other genocides.

He leaves  behind a clear legacy 
we are obliged to carry on — to never 
stand idle. Never take the easy path 

of indifference or neutrality. To never 
turn our head when we see suffering, 
or when we see injustice. Never to be 
silent, and never forget that human 
rights and justice are precious gifts 
that we must safeguard with constant 
vigilance. 

This was also the case for him, when 
it came to his unwavering support for 
the State of Israel, which he publicly 
defended time and again in the face of 
criticism. In his words of commemoration, 
Netanyahu said Jerusalem “represented 
to him our ability to rise from the pit and 

reach new heights.”
“The memory of this man, who taught 

us what memory is, will be enshrined in 
our hearts and in the heart of humanity 
forever,” he said.

Most importantly, Elie reminded us 
that there is always hope and that good 
can overcome evil. 

“We must take sides. Neutrality helps 
the oppressor, never the victim. Silence 
encourages the tormentor, never the 
tormented.” - Elie Wiesel

May his memory be a blessing for 
us all.

Jews around the world mourn passing of Elie Wiesel
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The Reading Eagle published 
the following editorial on Elsayed 
“ S t e v e ”  E l m a r z o u k y.  We  a r e 
republishing it because it reflects 
the views of many in our community 
and Berks County at large.

It would have been hard to blame 
Elsayed Elmarzouky if he had shied 
away from the spotlight during the 
many difficult times the local Muslim 
community has faced since he founded 
the Islamic Center of Reading in the 
late 1990s.

Since the terrorist attacks on Sept. 
11, 2001, Muslim leaders such as 
Elmarzouky have had to address many 
questions about their faith and endure 
mistrust, to put it mildly, from people 
who wanted to blame local people 
of faith for the actions of extremists 
elsewhere.

But Elmarzouky, known to many 
in Berks County as “Steve,” made 
it his mission to defend Islam by 
building relationships with other faith 
communities in the area. After all, 

getting to know someone is the best 
way to alleviate misunderstandings.

The effort did come with some 
risks. Elmarzouky is a restaurateur. 
Considering widely held American 
attitudes toward Islam, making himself 
a spokesman for the fai th could 
have hurt his businesses. But he 
was undeterred, and the community 
rewarded him with love and support.

Elmarzouky recent ly  s tepped 
down from his longtime role at the 
Islamic Center, though he promised 
to continue to promote interfai th 
understanding. We certainly hope 
that his voice remains a strong one as 
our community works to preserve an 
environment that is welcoming to all 
religious backgrounds.

Still, this is a good time to look 
back and acknowledge Elmarzouky’s 
accomplishments.

His interfai th work has drawn 
widespread praise. Most notably, 
he joined with Catholic and Jewish 
clergymen to establish A Common 

Heart ,  a  ser ies of  in terre l ig ious 
dialogues under the auspices of 
Alvernia University. The program 
started in 2009 and has continued to 
this day. Elmarzouky’s work in this 
field also goes on in more quiet ways, 
through personal relationships with 
local pastors and rabbis and members 
of their congregations.

His philanthropy also should not be 
overlooked. For the past seven years, 
his Queen City Family Restaurant 
has hosted the annual People First 
event. He shuts down his business to 
the general public for the better part 
of a day and welcomes the needy for 
free meals. Last year, about 1,500 
people were fed at the holiday season 
program, which also provides items 
such as blankets, clothing and toys 
along with flu shots. In keeping with 
his philosophy, people from many 
faith backgrounds assist him in this 
enormous project each year.

E lmarzouky proved that  i t  i s 
possible for a foreign-born Muslim 

to be a very visible presence at a 
successful business in a community 
that has been known to be resistant 
to newcomers. He blazed a trai l 
followed by fellow restaurateur Hamid 
Chaudhry, another Muslim who has 
become a beloved local figure through 
his great generosity. Chaudhry is 
taking interim leadership of the Islamic 
Center.

Elmarzouky presided over the 
Muslim community during a period 
of great growth, from a handful of 
families to several hundred, all the 
while trying to make sure that they felt 
welcome here. He was willing to be his 
community’s spokesman in the wake of 
unspeakable acts by militants claiming 
to act in the name of his faith.

“We are not here to explain to 
people why some people do horrible 
things, but we are here to show people 
that we are part of the fabric of Berks 
County,” he said.

Indeed they are, and his outstanding 
work is a big reason why.

Religious, civic leader leaves great legacy as he steps down

JNS.org
The United Kingdom voted in June 

to leave the 28-nation European Union, 
sending shockwaves throughout Europe 
and the international community. The results 
of the so-called “Brexit” vote — 52 percent 
in favor of exiting the EU and 48 percent 
opposed — leave many nations, including 
Israel, wondering how the vote will affect 
policy and trade in the years ahead.

“It’s hard to know what is going to 
happen, and nothing is going to happen 
right away,” said Dr. Oded Eran, the former 
Israeli ambassador to the EU.

“There is no doubt that Israel will be 
left to follow the agreements that will be 
made between the United Kingdom and 
the European Union, and to adjust its 
economic and trade relations with Britain 
accordingly,” Eran told JNS.org. 

The vote spurred the resignation of 
U.K. Prime Minister David Cameron.

According to Eran, major questions will 
be raised about what the vote means for 
the U.K. and for the ongoing strength of 
the EU. Opposition leaders in France and 
the Netherlands have hailed British voters’ 
decision, calling for similar referendums 
on EU membership in their countries.

A major factor in the Brexit vote was the 
influx of Muslim immigration into Europe. 
Supporters of the Brexit suggested that 
Muslim immigration threatens the distinct 
character of European nations. Opponents 
of leaving the EU cited growing xenophobia 
and anti-Islamic sentiment in British society, 
often coupled with anti-Semitic sentiments.

According to Fiamma Nirenstein — a 
former Italian parliamentarian who served 
as vice president of the parliament’s 

Committee on Foreign Affairs —there are 
opposing views within Europe’s Jewish 
communities on the causes, outcomes, 
and potential consequences of the Brexit 
vote. Nirenstein noted that one school of 
thought views the Brexit vote “as a sort 
of punishment for Europe” for growing 
anti-Israel and anti-Semitic sentiment. 
On the other side, she suggested, is a 
camp that views the Brexit vote as an 
event that strengthens and empowers 
an illiberal right-wing sentiment that is 
simultaneously anti-Semitic and anti-
Islamic, and at its core anti-immigration.

Eran said the vote raises questions as 
to whether or not Europe will be willing and 
able to affect policies and solve problems 
outside of its borders.

For Israel, the vote comes against the 
backdrop of a French-initiated campaign 

to restart peace negotiations between 
Israelis and Palestinians. The EU has 
been increasingly critical of Israeli actions 
in recent years and recently passed a 
controversial regulation labeling products 
manufactured in Israeli settlements.

Nirenstein said that while Europe will 
remain a vital trade partner, “Israel doesn’t 
count on Europe for its future.”

“As a union of 27 nations instead of 28, 
they will still pass anti-Israel resolutions, and 
Israel must still keep up its guard against the 
European Union. There is a need for Israel 
to look beyond Europe.” Nirenstein said.

“Israel is increasingly looking towards 
other markets—toward China, toward 
Russia, toward India,” she said. “Africa is 
a very good market. There is more of a 
possibility to expand Israeli trade and its 
culture of innovation.”

Historic Brexit vote leaves Israel pondering implications

By Bill Franklin
In June Elsayed (Steve) Elmarzouky 

announced he would be stepping down 
from his longtime role as leader of 
the Islamic Center of Reading. He is 
well known for his work in the Berks 
County community as an activist and 
philanthropist. Elsayed founded the 
Islamic Center in the late 1990s and 
watched with pride as Reading’s Muslim 
community grew over the past 20 years 
from a few families to more than a few 
hundred.

E l m a r z o u k y  c o n f r o n t e d  t h e 
xenophobia against Muslim Americans 
in the wake of the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
and worked tirelessly to bridge gaps and 
misunderstandings of our different cultures 
here in Berks County. He  emphasized 
that he  intends  to continue to serve in 
that role. “My passion has always been 
my interfaith work,” Elsayed said. “I can 
list every pastor and every rabbi in town.”

One of the great pleasures I’ve 
experienced coming to Reading is 
working with and observing Elsayed’s 
dedication to build what ‘can and should 
be’ rather than accepting what is. With 
his giant philanthropic heart and interfaith 
work, he has nurtured a community 
of mutual respect and understanding 
between the Muslim, Christian and 
Jewish communities. I look forward to 
continuing to learn and work together 
with him and his successor, Hamid 
Choudry.

Here is what some others in our 
community had to say about Elsayed 
Elmarzouky:

Former JFR Board Chair Yvonne 
Frey Oppenheimer: “Tom Peters said, 
‘Leaders don’t create followers, they 
create more leaders.’ My friend, Steve 
Elmarzouky, a beloved community leader 
has done just that by uniting corners of 
Berks in mutual respect, understanding, 
tolerance and in doing good together.  
I thank him and am proud to call him 
friend.”

Past  JFR President  Tammy 
Mitgang: “A Muslim and a Jew sat 
down over a cup of coffee and had the 
most amazing conversation. That is 
how my friendship with Elsayed ‘Steve’ 

Elmarzouky began. Many of you know 
Steve as the founder of the Islamic Center 
of Reading, successful restauranteur and 
community leader. He is a man ever 
present for his family, his friends and 
those in need. He visits our prisons, 
feeds the hungry and comforts his faith 
community when they are threatened. 
His words are often courageous in a 
turbulent world.

“Steve practices his faith by living it. 
His mission is one of understanding – 
knowing your neighbor and taking the 
time to have that cup of coffee.

“Over the years, I have learned much 
from Steve but our friendship has taught 
me even more about myself.”

Rabbi Brian Michelson: “I have had 
the good fortune to work with Elsayed 
“Steve” Elmarzouky for the majority of 
years I have been in Berks County. In this 
time, Elsayed has not only been an ever-
present face for the Islamic community, 
but he has been an all-around community 
leader. He not only works hard to educate 
the local community about Islam but to 
ensure that he acts in accordance with the 
teachings and the very best ideals of his 
faith. I have shared numerous podiums 
and meetings with him, and I share his 
belief in the importance of education as 
a weapon against intolerance. At the 
same time, he is a humble man who tries 
not to call attention to himself. He is an 
asset to his community, the area Jewish 
community, and all of Berks County, and 
it is an honor to call him my friend.”

Susan and Michael Fromm: “We 
have worked closely with Elsayed on 

numerous community initiatives, most 
recently co-funding and jointly dedicating 
a multi-faith Prayer and Reflection Room 
at Alvernia University. Many people 
talk the talk, but Elsayed truly leads 
by example — during some very tense 
and troubling times, he has been the 
local Muslim-American community’s 
strongest advocate for interfaith dialogue. 
Elsayed’s interest in Jewish tradition is 
both sincere and well-informed, which 
always reminds us that inclusivity is 
essential to building respect among 
people of diverse cultures. Above all, we 
admire that he has passed these values 
on to his children. We are proud to call 
Elsayed a friend.”

G o r d o n  P e r l m u t t e r :  S t e v e 
Elmarzouky has distinguished himself 
by his tireless efforts to promote 
interfaith understanding throughout 
the community. His commitment to this 
cause goes beyond words to the many 
charitable causes he has initiated or 
co-sponsored. One example of many is 
his co-sponsorship of the World Affairs 
Council’s WorldQuest Competition, 
where local high schools participate in 
an annual competition challenging their 
understanding of current international 
issues, with the winning team then going 
on to a national competition along with 
48 other teams from around the country. 
He has been instrumental in procuring 
speakers for the local World Affairs 
Council’s luncheons and has actively 
participated in facilitating local Great 
Decisions discussion groups on topics 
related to Islam and the Middle East.”

Shukran - Toda Raba - Thank you to Elsayed Elmarzouky

Elsayed Elmarzouky 
Photo courtesy of Reading Eagle
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Israel has sent $20,000 worth of 
disaster relief supplies to Sri Lanka, 
as heavy rains triggered deadly floods 
across much of the country. The 
Embassy of Israel in Colombo gave 
the supplies to the Disaster Relief 
Management Ministry of Sri Lanka.

The  d i sas te r  r e l i e f  supp l i es 
include water pumps, water filters, 
solar lighting kits, LED torches and 
50,000 tablets for water purification.

Ambassador of Israel to Sri Lanka 
Daniel Carmon said that if the need 
arises, Israel would send experts in 
the field of water to the island nation.

“Friendship between people — 
but more so between nations — is 

tested in times of need. As a friend 
and partner of  Sr i  Lanka, Israel 
was honored to provide emergency 
ass is tance fo l lowing the  recent 
floods,” said Carmon.

“We have every intention that 
this emergency aid would ease the 
recovery of the areas affected by the 
floods and that it will transform into 
a strong and meaningful cooperation 
in the field of water.

“Our hearts and minds are with the 
people of Sri Lanka and especially 
the families of the victims and all 
of those who were affected by the 
floods, as the loss of lives and the 
damages are truly heartbreaking.”

Israel provides disaster relief to Sri Lanka after landslides

Mellanox Technologies is looking 
to take advantage of a resource 
largely untapped by Israel’s high-
tech companies: Palestinians.

Me l l anox  a l ready  emp loys  a 
large number of Arab programmers 
in Israel and dozens in Ramallah 
and Nablus, in the West Bank. Now 
its chief executive is extending the 
outreach to Gaza, the Palestinian 
enclave that has been almost entirely 
cut off from Israel for a decade.

Working with ASAL Technologies, 
a Palest in ian sof tware f i rm,  the 
maker  o f  products  that  connect 
databases, servers and computers 
has hired four programmers in Gaza. 
It hopes to add at least six more in 
the next six months.

“From our experience in Ramallah, 
we think we have the potential to 
collaborate and make our neighbors 
successful,” Chief Executive Eyal 
Waldman told Reuters in an interview.

Hiring Palestinians would seem to 
solve two problems. Arabs struggle 
to  b reak  in to  Is rae l ’s  h igh- tech 
sector. And Israeli companies need 
help.

F e w  I s r a e l i  A r a b s  s e r v e  i n 
the Israel i  army, a major source 
o f  i nnova t ion .  They  canno t  tap 

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b u i l t  d u r i n g 
mil i tary service that help Jewish 
entrepreneurs get ahead. 

Among Palestinians, there were 
11,000 registered engineers from all 
sectors in Gaza at the end of 2015 
and 16,000 in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem, according to Gaza’s 
Engineering Association.

A senior programmer in Gaza 
estimated that about 5,000 people 
from the territory work in software. 
Bu t  a  s tudy  among  1 ,061  new 
eng ineer ing  g radua tes  in  Gaza 
showed an unemployment rate of 
36 percent.

Meanwhi le,  Israel i  companies 
have begun to outsource work to 
other countries, such as India. But 
Palestinians have the same skills, 
Waldman said, and they are in the 
same time zone.

The main obstacle, of course, is 
the ongoing hostility between Israel 
and the Palestinians. Israel does 
not allow its citizens to travel into 
Gaza. Even if it did, they wouldn’t be 
allowed in by Hamas, the party that 
has ruled Gaza since 2007.

The hostility is likely to extend 
t o  P a l e s t i n i a n  e m p l o y e e s  o f 
Israeli companies. The four Gazan 

programmers hired so far confirmed 
they were working for Mellanox, but 
didn’t want to talk to reporters.

Mellanox said it was not aware of 
other Israeli tech company employing 
Gazans .  Economic  coopera t ion 
between Israel and Gaza is mostly 
l im i ted  to  merchan ts  impor t i ng 
g o o d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l 
products, cement and petrol.

B u t  M e l l a n o x ’ s  W a l d m a n 
t h i n k s  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  c a n  b e 
overcome. The travel ban can be 
circumvented through audio and 
video conferencing, for example. He 
also thinks the results will be worth 
the effort.

“Th is  wi l l  b r ing both peoples 
c loser, ”  he  sa id .  “The more we 
interact, the more we strive for co-
existence.” Karin Mayer Rubinstein, 
head of Israel Advanced Technology 

Indus t r i es ,  sa id  she  we lcomed 
Waldman’s initiative.

“I hope it will serve as an example 
for other companies to follow,” she 
said, noting that Waldman was a 
leader in Israel’s high-tech sector 
and someone others tend to follow.

Mellanox already stands out for 
having a workforce in Israel that’s 
almost 10 percent Arab. It employs 
68 people in the West Bank as part 
of a joint project with ASAL that has 
been running for four years.

Waldman no ted  tha t  I s rae l ’s 
high-tech sector grew out of design 
centers established in Israel by US 
companies such as Intel, Microsoft 
and IBM. From them, Israelis learned 
to build their own companies.

“In Palestine, they will learn, and 
in five to 10 years they will start their 
own companies,” he said.

Israeli tech company extends hand to Gaza’s programmers

 “On this day we strive for equality, 
to dream and to educate for peace, 
dialogue and the prevention of racism,” 
former President Shimon Peres said in 
early June to a crowd of some 600 Jewish 
and Arab youth gathered for the closing 
ceremony of the “Bridges to Peace” 
project in Petach Tikvah.

“In order to be great, you do not need 
a long sword but unity and dialogue 
between us. You will be the future leaders 
of tomorrow - don’t be afraid to take 
chances, to be curious and to dream big,” 
he told the youth.

Bridges to Peace, a joint initiative 
of the Peres Center for Peace, Google 
and the ORT school network, aims to 
bridge gaps in Israeli society through 
technology.

Using Google + Hangouts youth from 
different sectors of society engaged in 
online conversations getting to know 
one another. In addition, each Hangout 
group of students works together on a 
joint project, which they develop and 
implement. After a series of initial online 
meetings where they learn about each 
other’s daily lives, the youth met face-
to-face at the Peres Center for Peace in 

Jaffa to fully break down barriers.
The program, which has connected 

thousands of students, aims to create 
a dialogue among young people who 
would otherwise not meet and to help 
build lasting bridges between their 
communities. 

The closing ceremony was aptly set 
for Unity Day, now in its second year, 
which aims to foster connections and 
promote tolerance in the memory of 
Naftali Fraenkel, Gil-ad Shaer and Eyal 
Ifrach – the three Israeli teens whose 
kidnapping and murder by Hamas 

sparked the 2014 Gaza war.
Education Minister Naftali Bennett 

told the youth that they are the “example 
of co-existence.”

“The wonderful thing that you are 
doing here today is our future. Let’s 
continue to talk about what is shared 
rather than what is different,” he said.

Regarding Unity Day Bennett said: “I 
ask you, I ask each one of you, not to let 
racism rear its head. We are all family; 
we are all brothers and sisters. We, in 
the Knesset must learn from you what 
is real unity.”

The education system also marked 
Unity Day as students throughout the 
country from all sectors of society took 
part in dialogue circles.

Zvika Peleg, head of ORT Israel 
added: “Implementing the values of love 
and giving are the basis of education 
work. It is our duty to worry about the 
strength of Israeli society and this is done 
by building a bridge from one to another 
and this goal is fulfilled by this wonderful 
project.”

“We all have faith in our ability for 
coexistence, while maintaining one’s 
[sense of] self and beliefs,” he said.

Arab, Israeli children building bridges to peace through technology

Tot Shabbat Families
Save the Date 

Tot Shabbat Social
Sunday, Aug. 28
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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Congregational and Community News

                               
                                     June ✡  Iyar-Sivan 

 

 Shabbat Candle Lightings       Torah Portions 
 
June 3      June 4/Iyar 27   
8:11 p.m.     Bechukotai (Leviticus 26:3 – 27:34) 
 
June 10     June 11/Sivan 5 
8:15 p.m.     Bamidbar (Numbers 1:1 – 4:20) 
 
June 17     June 18/Sivan 12 
8:18 p.m.     Naso (Numbers 4:21 – 7:89) 
 
June 24     June 25/Sivan 19 
8:19 p.m.      Behaalotecha (Numbers 8:1 – 12:16) 

                                

                                   July ✡  Sivan-Tammuz 
 

 Shabbat Candle Lightings       Torah Portions 
 
July 1      July 2/Sivan 26 
8:19 p.m.     Shlach (Numbers 13:1 – 15:41) 
 
July 8      July 9/Tammuz 3 
8:17 p.m.     Korach (Numbers 16:1 – 18:32) 
 
July 15     July 16/Tammuz 10 
8:13 p.m.     Chukat (Numbers 19:1 – 22:1) 
 
July 22     July 23/Tammuz 17 
8:08 p.m.     Balak (Numbers 22:2 – 25:9) 

July 29     July 30/Tammuz 24 
8:02 p.m.     Pinchas (Numbers 25:10 – 30:1) 
 

 

                               
                                     August ✡  Tammuz - Av 

 

 Shabbat Candle Lightings       Torah Portions 
 
August 5     August 6/Av 2  
7:54 p.m.     Matot-Massei (Numbers 30:2 – 36:13) 
 
August 12     August 13/Av 9 
7:45 p.m.     Devarim (Deuteronomy 1:1 – 3:22) 
 
August 19     August 20/Av 16 
7:36 p.m.     Va’etchanan (Deuteronomy 3:23 – 7:11) 
 
August 26     August 27/Av 23 
7:25 p.m.     Eikev (Deuteronomy 7:12 – 11:25) 

                                

                                   July ✡  Sivan-Tammuz 
 

 Shabbat Candle Lightings       Torah Portions 
 
July 1      July 2/Sivan 26 
8:19 p.m.     Shlach (Numbers 13:1 – 15:41) 
 
July 8      July 9/Tammuz 3 
8:17 p.m.     Korach (Numbers 16:1 – 18:32) 
 
July 15     July 16/Tammuz 10 
8:13 p.m.     Chukat (Numbers 19:1 – 22:1) 
 
July 22     July 23/Tammuz 17 
8:08 p.m.     Balak (Numbers 22:2 – 25:9) 

July 29     July 30/Tammuz 24 
8:02 p.m.     Pinchas (Numbers 25:10 – 30:1) 
 

 

Big camp turnout for Oheb Sholom

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom once again was well-represented with campers and staff at the Union 
for Reform Judaism’s Camp Harlam in Kunkletown. Front row from left, Ruby Nemeroff, Eliana Alweis, 

Chloe Carlin,  Aspen Weizer.  Back row from left, Bryce Weizer, Brett Driben,  Holly Michelson, Rabbi Brian 
Michelson, Alexa Chronister, Ari Spillerman, Danielle Radosh, Rachel Radosh, Talia Spillerman, Easton 

Weizer. Not pictured, Molly Nemirow, who was on her cabin hike.when the group photo was taken.

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS AND SERVICE TIMES
CHABAD CENTER OF BERKS COUNTY (610) 921-0881

Saturday mornings: 9:30 a.m.; Friday evenings: 6:30 p.m.

KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE (610) 374-1763
Weekly services Saturdays: 9:30 a.m.; Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.

Friday Evening Service – Please call for service information

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM (610) 375-6034
Fridays, July 22 and 29, Aug. 12, 19 and 26, 7:45 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 5: 6 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 27: Erin Goldstein Bat Mitzvah, 10 a.m.

CONGREGATION SHOMREI HABRITH

PEAC E
AND

MIDDLE
EAST

POLIC Y
IN THE

JEWISH FEDERATION OF READING inv i tes  

you to attend a LECTURE featur ing CELEBRATED AUTHOR 

and AMBASSADOR  DENNIS ROSS .

SAVE THE DATE

September 25, 2016

 
 

Now Available 
LOOKING FORWARD: Jewish Federation of 
Reading’s Annual Report 2015—2016. 
  
Contact our office, 610-921-0624, for your copy. 
 

Congratulations to Megan McIntosh, 
daughter of Mindy and Dwight McIntosh, 
and to Johanna Ure, daughter of Janine 
and Bruce Ure, for being featured 
in the Reading Eagle’s Berks’ Best 
section, celebrating the year’s graduating 
high school  seniors. Both girls were 
nominated by their schools for their 
accomplishments in community service.

***
Mazel tov to Rabbi Yosef and Chana 

Lipsker on the engagement of their 
daughter Shterna to Tuli Lepkivker from 
Israel.

***

Mazel tov to Carole and Michael 
Robinson on the engagement of their 
daughter Madelyn to Jakob Shipe from 
Hawthorne, N.J.

***
Mazel tov to parents Jennifer and 

Jacob Gurwitz and big sisters Gabrielle 
and Isabelle on the birth of Eliana Faigel.

***
We love good news about members 

of our community! Please share it by 
emailing Marknem@aol.com.

Until next time: Shalom!
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Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.

EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T Y

If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org
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Obituaries
Mae (Levin) Marlow, 96, formerly 

of Reading. Mae was a partner with 
her husband, David, operating Midas 
Muffler for many years. She was also 
a member of Kesher Zion Synagogue.  
Mae is survived by her daughters Diane 
and her husband, Kenneth Sheinen, and 
Robin Forman. Other survivors include 
her three grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

 ---
Dr. Sandra K. Rowan of Mount 

Laurel, N.J., and formerly of Reading.  
Sandra was pediatrician in Reading 
for many years. Upon retirement 
she enjoyed playing Mahjong. She 
is survived by her daughter Amy and 

her husband, Paul Sloate, and her son 
Dr. Todd Rowan and his wife, Dr. Ilene 
Rosen.

---
F r a n c e s  ( F r i e d )  G o u l d  o f 

Wyomissing. Frances and her husband 
enjoyed traveling the world and spent 
winters in Mexico and Florida. She was 
a longtime member of Kesher Zion 
Synagogue. Frances is survived by her 
granddaughter Shira Steinfurth and 
great-granddaughter Alana Sink, both 
of Sinking Spring.

---
Elayne (Gottesman) Fedder, 91, 

formerly of Reading. Elayne was the 
assistant executive director of the Jewish 
Community Center of Greater Baltimore 
for many years. She is survived by her 

children, Steven, Richard and Lisa; 
eight grandchildren; and her companion, 
Aaron Eldridge.

---
Phyllis (Friedman) Hirsch, 83, 

of Wyomissing. Phyllis was a pianist 
and music teacher. She is survived 
by her stepdaughter Amy Hirsch and 
stepson Corey Hirsch, and her four 
grandchildren. She is also survived 
by her sister-in-law Patricia Frankel of 
Wyomissing.

---
Adeline Elaine (Beilin) Dunitz, 92, 

of Wyomissing. Addie graduated from 
Reading High School and received 
her Bachelor’s degree in education 
from Penn State. She was a substitute 
teacher in the Exeter and Antietam 

school districts. Addie was a longtime 
member of Kesher Zion Synagogue and 
a member of Hadassah. She was an avid 
bridge player and loved to travel. She is 
survived by her daughter Shirley Pocrass 
of Pennside, her four grandchildren and 
six great-grandchildren. Addie is also 
survived by her sister Marcy Cohen 
and her husband, Herbert Cohen, of 
New York.

---
Judith (Miller) Hartman, 82, of 

Wyomissing. Judy was a member 
of Kesher Zion Synagogue and was 
involved in the Sisterhood. She is 
survived by her sons, Sanford Hartman 
of San Francisco and Barry Hartman of 
Washington D.C. There are also four 
grandchildren.

 
 

Federation: Did You Know 

JFS Food Pantry – The Jewish Family Services Food Pantry is “staffed” by 20 to 30 
volunteers throughout the year. Each month at a central location, these volunteers 

distribute over 6,000 pounds of groceries to nearly 170 families.  
Federation purchases these groceries through the Berks County Food Bank.  

To volunteer or learn more about our JFS Food Panty call Federation 610-921-0624. 

 

 

 

By Carole Robinson
Breaking news 

stories confront us 
with tragic events 
on a daily basis. It 
is a challenge for 
adults to process 
t h e  e m o t i o n a l 
impact of tragedy. 
Though children 
cannot be spared 
the exposure to 
trauma, expert Harold S. Koplewicz, 
MD, offers the following tips to parents 
to help children. 

• B r e a k  t h e  n e w s  W h e n 
something happens that will get wide 
coverage, my first and most important 
suggestion is that you don’t delay telling 
your children about what’s happened: 
You don’t want her to hear from some 

other child, a television news report, or 
the headlines on the front page of the 
New York Post. You want to be able to 
convey the facts, however painful, and 
set the emotional tone.

• Take your cues from your child. 
Invite her to tell you anything she may 
have heard about the tragedy, and how 
she feels. Give her ample opportunity 
to ask questions. You want to be 
prepared to answer (but not prompt) 
questions about upsetting details. Your 
goal is to avoid encouraging frightening 
fantasies.

• Model calm. It’s OK to let your 
child know if you’re sad, but remain 
calm. He is likely to grasp that tragic 
events can upset our lives, but we can 
learn from bad experiences and work 
together to grow stronger.

• Be reassuring. Talking about 

death is always difficult, but a tragic 
accident or act of violence is especially 
tough because of how egocentric children 
are: they’re likely to focus on whether 
something like this could happen to them. 
It’s important to reassure your child about 
how unusual this kind of event is, and the 
safety measures that have been taken to 
prevent this kind of thing from happening 
to them. It’s confidence-building for kids 
to know that we learn from negative 
experiences.

• Help children express their 
feelings. You can suggest ways your 
child might remember those she’s 
lost: draw pictures or tell stories about 
things you did together. If you’re 
religious, going to services could be 
valuable.

• B e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y 
appropriate. Don’t volunteer too much 

information, as this may be overwhelming. 
Instead, try to answer your child’s 
questions honestly and clearly.

• Be available. If your child is 
upset, just spending time with him may 
make him feel safer. Children find great 
comfort in routines, and doing ordinary 
things together as a family may be the 
most effective form of healing.

• Memorialize those who have 
been lost. Drawing pictures, planting 
a tree, sharing stories, or releasing 
balloons can all be good, positive ways 
to help provide closure to a child. It’s 
important to assure your child that a 
person continues to live on in the hearts 
and minds of others. Doing something 
to help others in need can be very 
therapeutic: it can help children not only 
feel good about themselves but learn a 
very healthy way to respond to grief.

Helping children cope with trauma
Jewish Family Service
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By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
Thank you to Dave 

Walker for participating 
in our car donation 
program.  The proceeds 
from his auctioned car 
will help support our 
programs.  If you would 
like to learn more about 
this easy way to help 

JFS (and get a tax donation at the same 
time) call me at 610-921-0624 or go to 
www.charitableautoresources.com.

Each month our food bank serves more 
and more people.  (In March we served 
182 people in 62 households).  We could 
not provide this important service without 
dedicated volunteers.  Thank you to long-
time volunteers Karen Sherman and Norman 
Wilikofsky and to our new volunteers Jan 

Simon and VeeVee Scott.  We could not run 
the food bank without them.

On April 2 JFS sponsored a Seder at 
the Manor at Market Square. The Manor’s 
residents were joined by residents of 
Providence House and Friendship Circle 
seniors. Boscov’s provided a delicious meal, 
enjoyed by all.  A big thank you to baker 
extraordinaire Sheila Bornstein for furnishing 
participants with a vast array of gourmet 

Pesadich desserts. Thanks to Jeff Bornstein 
and Corinne Wernick for their assistance in 
serving the meal.  Generous contributions 
made in memory of Natalie Adelglass by 
family and friends underwrote the Seder.

Finally, thanks to the bakers of the 
Kesher Zion religious school and Temple 
Oheb Sholom’s sisterhood for providing us 
with hamentashen that were distributed to 
seniors in long term care residences.

Jewish Family Service

Living with Loss
Mondays, May 10 and 24, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.

For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Car donation helps sustain JFS programs
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Did you know the Hampton Inn Wyomissing is newly 
renovated? It’s true, when your family comes to town, 
why crowd your home? We have a heated indoor pool, 

complimentary hot breakfast, and a good night’s sleep on our 
famous Cloud 9 bed. Did you also know that we wash our 
comforters and pillows with every stay? Wouldn’t you want 

your loved ones here with us instead of worrying where you’ll 
find room? With the Hampton’s 100% guarantee

you can’t go wrong.
Hampton Inn Wyomissing

1800 Papermill Road, Wyomissing, PA 19560
610-374-8100

Meals • Housekeeping • Activities • Transportation 
 All-Inclusive Monthly Rent • No Buy-ins

803 Penn Street • Reading, PA 19601 
 www.manoratmarketsquare.com • 610-373-0800

Some patients require additional  
care after their hospital discharge. 

Planning ahead will make  
things easier for you after you leave. 
Learn about the services available 

for you or a loved one!

Please RSVP by calling 610-373-0800.

INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING

What happens after  
a hospital stay?

Thursday, May 20 • 11:30 am
at Manor at Market Square

Join us for this informative seminar presented by

FREE parking in  
the Berks Encore  

parking lot  
located at 9th  

and Court Street.

The Presbyterian Church (USA), which 
for a decade has drawn criticism from 
several prominent Jewish organizations 
for actions they see as overtly anti-Israel, 
adopted a report at its biennial national 
convention that again faulted Israel.

But this time, the Jewish organizations 
said they saw progress. The 50-page 
report, “Israel-Palestine: For Human 
Values in the Absence of a Just Peace,” 
which was approved at the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church-
USA in Portland, Ore., was accompanied 
by amendments that present a more 
balanced view of the Middle East 
conflict than the mainline Protestant 
denomination had espoused in the past.

One amendment affirmed the rights 
of both the Jewish and Palestinian 
peoples for self-determination and 
softened language of the report itself that 
opposed a two-state solution. While the 
report “is full of innuendo, misdirection 
and verifiable claims designed to lead 
people to believe two states are an 
impossibility,” the amendments also 
rejected automatic support for the 
anti-Israel BDS (Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions) movement, said Emily 
Soloff, associate director of the American 
Jewish Committee’s department of 
interreligious and intergroup relations. 
“This is a balance that has not existed in 
PCUSA overtures [resolutions] for a long 
time. The moderating action this year is 
hopeful.”

Soloff said two small changes in the 
report’s language that were accepted 
at the 11th hour turned the original 
intent of the report on its head, “turning 
a one-sided ‘educational’ document 
into a real call for understanding the 
complexity of the issues facing Israelis 
and Palestinians. The G.A. accepted 

an amendment to the report that made 
explicit PCUSA’s support for two states, 
something that was woefully absent from 
the original report.”

B’nai Brith International released 
a statement saying the Presbyterians 
“again displayed a stunningly overt 
preoccupation with demonizing just 
one side of one complex conflict,” while 
the StandWithUs pro-Israel advocacy 
group said it “recognizes important 
improvements made in policy regarding 
Israel by the Presbyterians … the first 
Mainline Protestant Church to explicitly 
recognize the right of Israel ‘to exist as 
a sovereign nation.’”

“The PCUSA pretty much endorsed 
Zionism,” said Ethan Felson, executive 
director of the Israel Action Network, a 
joint project of the Jewish Council for 

Public Affairs and the Jewish Federations 
of North America. “They said they will 
oppose efforts to deny a Jewish right 
to self-determination — so that is good. 
They passed other resolutions that are 
bad. It’s a mixed bag.”

Some elements in the Presbyterian 
Church “were looking to break yet 
another horizon — they wanted to move 
the Church towards anti-Zionism,” 
Felson said. “Commissioners [church 
representatives] put their foot down 
that their church was not going to be in 
that anti-Zionist camp, because it’s an 
outrage.

He called the Presbyterian report 
and its moderating amendments “a sign 
that when push comes to shove [even-
minded members of the Presbyterian 
Church] … will say ‘no’ to anti-Zionism … 

‘no’ to efforts to deny the rights of Jews 
to national existence. I hope this would 
be a lesson that this type of anti-Zionism 
would be rejected across the [Christian] 
spectrum.

“I would love other churches to 
commit to oppose efforts to deny Jewish 
self-determination,” Felson said.

One amendment adopted at the latest 
General Assembly stated: “We stand with 
the people of Israel, affirming their right to 
exist as a sovereign nation, and we stand 
with the Palestinian people, affirming 
their rights to exist as a sovereign nation.” 
According to the amendment, “The 
Assembly … affirms our desire to stay in 
conversation with our partners in Israel 
who work for peace.” The convention also 
passed a resolution that criticized Israeli 
treatment of Palestinian children.

Groups see new balance on Israel from Presbyterians
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Speaking on the occasion of al-Quds 
Day, Iran’s annual commemoration of the 
country’s solidarity with the Palestinian 
people, the Deputy Commander of the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard announced 
that Lebanon has 100,000 missiles ready 
to annihilate Israel. 

According to a report by the Iranian 
news agency Tasnim, the senior Iranian 
official, Hossein Salami, said: “The 
opportunity to destroy Israel is now better 

than ever, because tens of thousands of 
long-range missiles all over the Islamic 
world are ready to hit Israel immediately 
upon receiving the order.”

In addition, Salami accused Israel 
of serving as a proxy for American 
espionage in the Islamic world, stating 
that “the Palestinian revolution of stones 
is now turning into a revolution of missiles 
that will leave Israelis no time to breathe.”

“The era of American and Israeli 

domination over the Islamic world has 
lapsed,” Salami said, adding that “the 
U.S. has lately understood this, and thus 
it is attempting to change its policy to 
protect Israel’s security.”

Tens of thousands of Iranians took 
to the streets in Tehran and in 850 other 
cities in the Islamic Republic to mark the 
annual Quds Day, raising banners with 
anti-Israel slogans. 

The concluding statement issued by 

the Iranian government for Quds Day 
denounced the “crimes committed by 
the Israeli entity against the Palestinian 
people” as well as the blockade on Gaza.

While Iran uses Quds Day to portray 
itself as the champion of Muslims’ 
rights in Jerusalem, the former chief 
Islamic judge of the Palestinian National 
Authority, Taissir Tamimi, accused Iran 
of using the day in order to trade in the 
Palestinian issue.

Iranian military official: We have 100,000 missiles ready to hit Israel

Former Israeli and U.S. security and 
diplomacy officials recently unveiled 
two proposals for achieving a two-
state solution between Israelis and 
Palestinians, based on systems that 
would satisfy Israel’s security needs in the 
West Bank while providing Palestinians 
the sovereignty they require.

The proposals, which were facilitated 
and coordinated by the Israel Policy 
Forum, were developed by the Center 
for a New American Security (CNAS), 
an independent nonpartisan research 
institution, and Commanders for Israel’s 
Security (CIS), a coalition of some 200 
former heads of the IDF, Shin Bet, 
Mossad and Israeli police forces who 
support a two-state solution. 

The CIS report aims to be a “plan of 
action to extricate Israel from the security 
dead end and to improve its security 
situation and international standing.”

To do so, the group believes certain 
security measures are necessary 
including: completing the construction 
of the West Bank security fence; 
implementing a strict border control 
along the fence; continued military 
control over the West Bank until a 
permanent agreement is reached; 
freezing settlement building; restoring 
law and order in East Jerusalem and 
tackling illegal infiltration into Israel.

“When you speak right now in Israel 
about peace, about a two-state solution, 
it’s a kind of illusion,” retired IDF Major 
Gen. Amnon Reshef told journalists. 

“The rationale behind our security 
first plan is that you don’t have to have 
a partner [for peace] and Israel can 
and should launch certain measures 
independently … until some future 
negotiation will occur on the permanent 
solution,” he added. 

Reshef further explained that beyond 
enhancing national security in Israel, the 
goals of the CIS plan is to preserve the 
option for future negotiations regarding 
a two-state solution.

He  stressed that military action and 
security are not enough to defeat terror.

“It should be combined with helping 
the relevant Palestinians, whether they 
are in the West Bank, Jerusalem or 
Gaza, to improve their standards of living, 
provide them with a kind of hope,” he 
said, “Then, we will neutralize a lot of their 
disappointment, their frustration, and they 
might not enter the roots of terror.”

Reshef and his col leagues at 
“Commanders for Israel’s Security” 
believe that in order to achieve this, 
the Israeli government should declare 
that it has no sovereignty claims east of 

the security fence and that Palestinian 
neighborhoods of East Jerusalem will be 
part of Palestine.

The CIS plan was presented to 
Israeli ministers and received positive 
feedback, according to Reshef.

The second report, published by the 
Center for a New American Security, 
lays out six key principles for a security 
system of a potential two-state solution. 

These elements include: building 
a multilayered system that addresses 
Israel’s security concerns in which 
Israel retains the right of self defense 

in emergency situations; minimizing 
Israeli visibility to Palestinian civilians; 
conducting significant upgrades to 
security systems and infrastructure; 
planning a phased redeployment 
of Israeli security forces; but also 
establishing joint operations centers 
and  da ta  sha r i ng  mechan i sms 
for Israelis and Palestinians; and 
employing American forces along the 
Jordan River.

Study co-author Ilan Goldenberg, 
who was part of the team working on 
the last round of negotiations between 

Israel and the Palestinians led by U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry, said 
that after the talks failed, the team 
understood that security had become 
the biggest issue.

“Israelis will never agree to a two-
state solution unless their security 
requirements are met, and Palestinians 
will never agree to something that they 
view as a permanent Israeli presence or 
occupation in the West Bank,” he said.

The goal of the CNAS study was to 
achieve a proposal that satisfies both 
these needs.

Former officials unveil proposals for two-state solution

 

 

 

 

The U.S. State Department has 
published its annual survey of world-
wide terrorism which names the Islamic 
Republic of Iran as the main state 
sponsor of terror in 2015.

 Iran had provided “a range of 
support, including financial, training, and 
equipment, to groups around the world,” 
the report said. It went on to highlight the 
Iranian regime’s support for Hezbollah, 
Palestinian groups such as Hamas, 

and the government of Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad.

Despite reaching an agreement on 
its nuclear program and the partial end 
of sanctions in 2015, the report says Iran 
continued to use the Al-Quds unit of its 
Revolutionary Guard to implement its 
foreign policy goals.

Commenting on the report, Iranian 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
said Tehran had no intention of cooperating 

on regional issues with its main enemies, 
the “Great Satan” [United States] and “evil” 
Britain. In a speech broadcast on state TV, 
Khamenei accused Washington of not being 
committed to the nuclear deal reached 
between Iran and six major powers last year.

Justin Siberell of the State Department 
said at a press briefing that the international 
community made important progress in 
degrading terrorist safe havens as well as 
the finances and foreign terrorist fighters 

available to it. At the same time, however, 
instability in key regions, along with weak 
or nonexistent governance, sectarian 
conflict, and porous borders continue to 
provide terrorist groups the opportunity to 
extend their reach.

According to statistics compiled by the 
University of Maryland, there were 11,774 
terror attacks in 2015, resulting in 28,328 
deaths, compared with 13,463 attacks in 
2014 which killed 32,727 people.

State Department report: Iran is main state sponsor of terrorism
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania
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Contributions as of July 9
Holocaust Library & Resource Center
In honor of:

Nancy Wolff being named President of the Copyright Society of the U.S.A. 
– Hilde Gernsheimer

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Ruth Isenberg’s special birthday – Louise Zeidman
Barbara Paul receiving her Master’s degree – Louise Zeidman
Engagement of Carole and Mike Robinson’s daughter Madelyn – Ethel Engel
Carole Robinson’s birthday – Ethel Engel
Sy Youngerman’s birthday – Ethel Engel
Henry Singer’s special birthday – Joan Feinberg, Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer

In memory of:
Martin Balser – Corinne and Andy Wernick
Dr. Sandra Rowan – Helene and Henry Singer, Sid and Esther Bratt, Andy, 

Corinne, Aaron and Brian Wernick
Abner Salon – Helene and Henry Singer
Helaine Schiffman – Carol and Gordon Perlmutter
Frances Gould – Jeffrey Steinfurth, Haia and Meir Mazuz
Phyllis Hirsch – Marcia and George Eligman
Addie Dunitz – Marcia and George Eligman, Sharon and Julian Syret

JFS Taxi Transportation Program
In honor of:

Sydney Sussman’s special birthday – Henry and Helene Singer

In memory of:
Dr. Sandra Rowan – Sue and George Viener
Abner Salon – Sue and George Viener

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In honor of:

Andy Primack’s Bar Mitzvah – Dena and Vic Hammel
Hilde Gernsheimer’s special birthday – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Shterna Lipsker and Tuli Lepkivker’s engagement – Rob and Yvonne 

Oppenheimer
Luke Berger’s Bar Mitzvah – Barbara Nazimov
Molly Brant’s Bat Mitzvah – Barbara Nazimov
Molly Nemirow’s Bat Mitzvah – Barbara Nazimov, Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer, 

Rachel Radosh’s Bat Mitzvah – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Max Goodman’s high school graduation – Larry and Alison Rotenberg
Jo Jo Ure’s high school graduation – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Joseph Abramson receiving a Master’s of Business Administration – Rob 

and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Casey Fromm receiving her Master’s degree in social work – Rob and Yvonne 

Oppenheimer, Larry and Alison Rotenberg
Sara Saidman’s graduation from University of Pittsburgh – Rob and Yvonne 

Oppenheimer
Birth of Jim Rothstein and Sharon Scullin’s grandson – Dena and Vic 

Hammel, Debbie Goodman and John Moyer
Zachary Tomlinson receiving the Good Citizenship Award and Certificate 

of Achievement for Academics – Neal and Judy Jacobs

In memory of:
Albert Salon – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Debbie Goodman and John Moyer, 

Cheryl and Eric Farber, Dena and Vic Hammel, Sue and Herb Wachs, Anzie and 
Edward Golden

Mark Garfinkle – Judy, Bob and Susan Pollack
Robert Rachman – Judy, Bob and Susan Pollack
Marlene Weiss – Rose Safir, Jay and Amy Safir, Sandy and Ben Zalman, 

Wyomissing Optometric Center, Marcia Gross
Martin Goldstein – Anzie and Edward Golden
Mae Marlowe – Cheryl and Eric Farber, Dena and Vic Hammel, Anzie and Edward 

Golden, Hilde Gernsheimer
Dr. Sandra K. Rowan – Cheryl and Eric Farber, Dena and Vic Hammel, Debbie 

Goodman and John Moyer, Anzie and Edward Golden, Hilde Gernsheimer, Rob and 
Yvonne Oppenheimer

Frances Gould – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer, Cheryl and Eric Farber
Addie Dunitz – Debbie Goodman and John Moyer, Cheryl and Eric Farber, Rob 

and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Judy Hartman – Cheryl and Eric Farber, Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Friendship Circle Fund
Get well/speedy recovery:

Marjorie “Tootie” Moyer – Louise Zeidman

In memory of:
Dr. Sandra K. Rowan – Eileen Kope
Martin Goldstein – Marcia Gross

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  $10
Jewish Family Service    $10
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    $10
JFS Food Bank     $25
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   $20
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
Doris Levin Fund     $10

Palestinian Authority school books 
continue to promote violence and 
demonization of Israel and Jews.

“We hope to be able to discuss with 
those who influence the curriculum of 
the Palestinian Authority that education 
is both the most efficient method of 
promulgating extremist narrative and 
influences, and by far the most powerful 
tool to puncture them,” Marcus Sheff, 
CEO of Impact-SE, which carried out 
the study, told The Jerusalem Post. “We 
would very much want them to choose 
the latter and educate for peace and 
tolerance,” Sheff said.

“There was a moment after Arafat 
died [in 2004] and before Hamas won 
the parliamentary elections in 2006 that 
the curriculum improved. Change then is 
clearly possible,” he added. “In curricula 

it is, of course, important to refrain 
from inciting to hatred and to promote 
standards for peace, tolerance and 
mutual respect. This is also necessary 
for the well-being of children in the 
Palestinian Authority,” he said.

The study found encouraging signs 
relating to gender issues, civil society, 
the environment, respect for the “other” 
Muslim or Arab, and respect for people 
with disabilities and the elderly.  However, 
the curricula convey a message rejecting 
negotiations with Israel and promote 
a strategy combining violence and 
international pressure against Israel.

It also promotes the “demonization 
of Israel and Jews, including the 
characterization of Israel as an evil 
entity that should be annihilated,” the 
report found.

The report compares the current 
situation with a 2011 survey of PA school 
curricula. 

Examples of positive developments 
include a picture of a boy and a girl sitting 
together on a bench and studying. The 
picture, in a sixth-grade science textbook, 
is notable because while the girl is 
dressed modestly, she is not wearing a 
hijab hair covering. While the textbooks 
do promote protecting the environment, 
they ignore cooperation with Israel in this 
area and even blame the Jewish state for 
environmental damage.

One improvement in the curriculum 
from 2001 to 2009 was the removal 
of images such as that of a “martyr” 
on his way to burial and covered by a 
Palestinian flag. Another was the removal 
of an inciting sentence from a 2013 

edition of an Arabic language textbook 
for grade 12: “The Messenger of God 
[The Prophet Muhammad] instructed 
Zayd ibn Thabit to learn the language of 
the Jews so that he would be safe from 
their deception.”

However, problematic sentences 
remain, such as this from a sixth-grade 
textbook, History of the Arabs and 
Muslims: “The brave warrior prefers 
death to humiliation and capitulation.” 
Sheff commented, “In recent years we 
have seen a tendency on the part of 
Palestinian leaders and the international 
community to declare that they are 
promoting a two-state solution, in 
addition, of course, to the Oslo Accords. 
Yet the same Palestinian government’s 
Ministry of Education appears to be 
promoting exactly the opposite.”

PA textbooks support violence, demonization of Jews, report finds

Israel21c.com
Thirty Israeli EMTs, paramedics and 

doctors recently completed a training 
course qualifying them as psychotrauma 
volunteers and teachers for United 
Hatzalah, a private community-based 
network of voluntary first-responders 
across Israel.

The volunteers already started 
providing psychological first aid before 
the graduation ceremony on May 25. They 
responded to a bus bombing, three cases 
of sudden heart attack deaths and three 
incidents of crib death.

They will be on call whenever United 
Hatzalah is called to a scene of a terror 
attack, sudden death, child’s death, severe 

car accident, severe injuries, natural 
disaster, suicide and wartime trauma.

“The new psychotrauma unit is 
something that we have been working 
towards for a long time,” United Hatzalah 
Founder Eli Beer said.

He says the psychotrauma unit is the 
first in the world to be fully integrated within 
an emergency response organization.

Beer said he and other medical 
responders “have often arrived at situations 
where people’s lives can be destroyed if they 
do not receive immediate psychological 
treatment. Our new psychotrauma unit is 
a project that can help provide care for all 
aspects of a traumatic event.”

Rickie Rabinowitz, one of the founders 

and instructors of the unit, said she 
considers psychotrauma as “another 
level of injury to treat beyond getting the 
wounded treated by the volunteer EMTs. 
The extra facet is coming to complement 
the work of the medic on the scene.”

The supervising psychiatrist of the 
unit, Dr. Gary Quinn, directs the EMDR 
Institute of Israel. EMDR (Eye Movement 
Desensitization and Reprocessing) 
is a form of psychotherapy aimed at 
forestalling development of trauma-
related disorders caused by exposure 
to distressing, traumatizing or negative 
life events. Quinn specializes in crisis 
intervention and the treatment of anxiety, 
depressive disorders and post-traumatic 

stress disorder.
“Many first responders have been 

taught psychological first aid, which is an 
eight-stage method of helping people deal 
with a difficult event,” Quinn said. “This 
unit has received extensive training which 
primarily focuses on stage three of that 
process, which is the stabilization aspect. 
This step is the most difficult to deal with, 
and its difficulty is compounded when 
dealing with people who are in a highly 
activated state.”

Quinn added that it is one of the first 
groups in the world that will be deployed 
with the specific purpose of providing 
psychological first aid, and we will need to 
do a lot of research as we go along.”

Healing shattered psyches on scene of  traumatic events
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THE CENTERPIECE
For Programming & Early Education news of  the Jewish Cultural Center 
1100 Berkshire Blvd., Suite 125, Wyomissing PA  19610     (610) 921-0624

www.ReadingJewishCommunity.org

MID-SUMMER 2016

 Tuesday, September 6:  Parent Orientation (9am or 6:30pm)  
             Wednesday, September 7:  First Day of School

Limited spaces available
2016 to 2017 school year

For information or a tour contact 
Judy Synnamon at 

484-332-5981 or school@ohebsholom.

LAKIN PRESCHOOL

Kindermusik    Toy Library    Sprouts
Stay tuned for special Fall 2016 music programs targeted 

specifically for babies and children 0 to 24 months old. These
classes are designed to stimulate very young children while 

bonding with parents and caregivers.

Torah Tots for ages 2, 3 & 4
with Mom and Dad on Sundays!

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
   1:00 pm --  Luncheon catered by Boscov’s Ala Carte*
   1:45 pm --  Program/Speaker. Varied programs are
              informative, educational and fun.

*Optional luncheon ($6). RSVP to Carole at the JCC by Monday.

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE MID-SUMMER PROGRAMS
July:
21 – Learn about the art of Henri Matisse with slideshow, designed   
        and hosted by Beth Krumholz. 
28 – Becky Hughes from the Berks County Heritage Center will do a 
        “travelling trunk” program on the Gruber Wagon Works.
August:
  4 – “Pendora: Forgotten Trolley Park of Reading” with author Paul 
        Druzbah. His book will be available to purchase for $17.
11 -  Thursday Film Festival “Iris.” Have your taxi pick you up at 3:15.
18 – Find out what’s going on in State Government with State Senator     
        Judy Schwank.
25 – Linda Ingram of the Baird Ornithological Club will do a program on     
        birdfeeders and local birding.

Thursday Film Festival 

August 11   “Iris”                                                                                                                                          
Iris Apfel is still at the top of her game, 
supervising the dress selections for a tour, 
advising models, and negotiating with buyers in 
this affectionate documentary by Albert Maysles, 
himself an octogenarian.  (80 min.)
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For more than 15 years, 92Y audiences have relished the 
clarity and thoughtfulness Professor Ralph Buultjens brings 
to discussions of foreign affairs.

Drawing on his vast knowledge and understanding of how 
conflicts in one part of the world affect peace in another, 
Buultjens offers insight you can’t find anywhere else. 

DVD Program 
Monday, August 22 at 2pm

Highlands Cultural Center Side B

Jewish Community High School 
Student and Parent Orientation

Sunday, August 28 
5:30pm at JCC

Wednesday, August 3 at 6:00 pm
Enjoy story time and a summer craft at Wyomissing 

Public Library.

$5 per child includes lesson on the orchard, nature walk to the field, 
apple picking, Kosher cider sampling with a take home cup and PJ 
Library books on Rosh Hashanah! Parents and grandparents welcome 
too...adults pay separately by the pound for whatever apples you pick. 
RSVP with payment by Wednesday, September 14, 2016. 
Open to all kids through age 11. 

PJ Library and
PJ Our Way 

Apple Picking at 
Ontelaunee Orchards
Sunday, September 18

3 pm

Thursday, August 25 to November 18
“Impressions”

Lois Schlachter Art Exhibit 
Opening Reception Thursday, September 15

5 to 7pm

“Impressions” is a collection of acrylic paintings on canvas by Abstract 
Expressionist, Lois Schlachter. Formally and technically trained, Lois 
prefers to let her imagination direct her. With no preconceived plan, the 
paintings emerge. Color and line will navigate the viewer’s eye over the 
canvases as one fun spot after another is discovered. Enjoy!

Feathered Friends
August 9—iPhone communication (contacts, calling, texting, Facetime)  
 Taught by Abby Goldberg and Tristan Haas
August 23—Pictures (taking, storage, etc.) Taught by Tristan Haas
September 13—Email Taught by Abby Goldberg and Tristan Haas
September 27—eBooks and Reading Public Library Taught by Jennifer  
 Bressler from Reading Public Library *Please note people need  
 to bring their library card to this class

A series of four FREE classes on technology.
For anyone wanting to learn more about their 
electronic devices. Each week we will cover a 

different technology with hands on learning 
experiences and handouts. 

Tech Tuesdays

Tech Tuesdays will be 3 pm at the JCC

Dates, topics and teachers:

“Israel & Its Neighbors”


